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BROADWAS AND COTHERIDGE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF AN ORDINARY MEETING

OF THE PARISH COUNCIL

Held on Monday on 8th August 2011 at Broadwas Village Hall at 7.30 pm

Present
Councillors: Winkworth, Tabberer, Norris, Downes, Murphy and the Clerk Mrs S Downes.

In attendance
  Three members of public.

Apologies
Apologies were received and accepted from Councillor Burgoyne.

11/072            Declarations of personal or prejudicial interest and update of Register of Interest Forms.

                        In anticipation of his appointment of a co-opted Councillor, Mr Chris White registered a personal and prejudicial interest in section 5 Matters Arising. 
11/073
Public Participation


The meeting was at this point adjourned for public

                         participation, see notes at the end of these minutes.

11/074 
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 11th July

                         2011


Having previously been circulated, the minutes of 11th July 2011 were taken as read. It was agreed that they were a true record and were signed by the Chairman.

11/075
Co-option of 2 new Councillors


Both Mrs Oliff and Mr White were co-opted onto the Parish Council and took office immediately.

11/076
Matters Arising.


Quotes had been received for three projects.

1. Replacement of the public box in Cotheridge.

 Council agreed to accept the cheapest for £235.
2. Re-surfacing of Berry field’s car park.

The Council reflected on the scope of the ground work and agreed to re-assess the coverage of the area to be re-furbished. However it was agreed that the work be carried out by the chosen contractor whose quote gave best value for money and this was to be chosen by the Clerk.

3. Replacement/refurbishment of posts and rails at Berryfields.

Quotes had been received, however, before making a decision on the work required along the west perimeter of the field, it was suggested to contact Mr Knott who has right of way along the ‘sling’. Should he no longer need use of this access, the fence could be removed. Councillors Tabberer and Norris agreed to contact him to discuss.

4. Gate installed on A44 (minute entry 11/063)

The Clerk has arranged for an enforcement officer to visit the site and to report their findings to Council. First indications show that as this is an existing entrance there might not be a requirement by the owner to provide a recessed entrance however the requirement to maintain the Parish Council’s right of access to Berryfields trough this gate remains.
5. Work done by the Public Land Officer.

From his report for June and within the Financial Regulations, the Clerk had requested the Public Land Officer to remove dead branches from trees that were overhanging on the car park at Berryfields.

11/077           Affordable Housing


Two of the Councillors expressed concerns as to the robustness of the recent survey and questioned how firm was the proposed development at this time. It was agreed that Council investigate the next step forward and to this end, invite Nigel Potter and Ann Harris to the next meeting 


11/078
Correspondence

a) Letter from Dr. Sue Cunliffe. A copy of this had been

                           circulated to all Councillors at the last meeting where Nigel

                           Potter had agreed to respond to it. To date, he had not

                           and  during a phone call with him today he had

                           apologised and promised the Clerk he would contact

                           Dr. Cuncliffe as soon as possible.

b) Email from Mr & Mrs Davies.

See Public Participation entry at the end of these minutes.

c) County Council has added £400 to our Lengthsman’s budget for a small Highways project. 2 areas of work were suggested and the Clerk is to liaise with the Lengthsman for this work to be carried out.

County Councillor Davies has been allocated £10,000 to distribute within his ward for civic improvement projects. Members are asked to consider relevant projects within the Parish that might qualify for funding from this grant. 

11/079
Progress Reports 


a) Treasurer’s Report. 

A copy had been given to all Councillors and one is attached to these minutes.

b) Clerk’s Report.

A copy had been circulated to all Councillors prior to the meeting.

c) Public Land Officer’s Report.

The Clerk had only received July’s copy of this report earlier in the day and had no time to study it properly. She will report any work required at the next meeting.

11/080
Planning



All Councillors had received a copy of the list of current 


applications and one is attached to these Minutes. There are no

contentious applications.

11/081         To consider the Council’s Scheme of Delegation and 

                     to appoint members of the Berryfield Committee
  



Councillors Downes, Winkworth and Norris all agreed to

                      continue in these roles. This was agreed.

11/082
Parish Community Website



Council had been informed of a new parish community website

                      run by the community and administered by Mr Chris Oliff of 

                      Noumena, Little Green, Broadwas. Council felt that this was a

                      project worth supporting and agreed that the Parish Council’s 

                      website address be included as a ‘link’. 

11/083
County Sports Partnership



Community Games are a way for communities to take part in

                      sporting and cultural activities inspired by, and in celebration of

                      London 2012. They will provide support for the organisation of 

events and to bring ideas to life should the Parish chose to 


participate. Council felt the way forward is to inform the 


community with an advert in Footprints and web site, inviting 


anyone interested in assisting with the administration of such a 

project to contact Councillors or the Clerk.





11/084
Councillor’s Reports and items for future agenda



Affordable Housing update .

11/085
Date of next meeting



12th September in the village hall

.



Chairman…………………………………..date……………………..

 Notes: Public Participation 

Having recently moved into the village from Broadheath, Mr and Mrs Davies of 2 Weston Hill Cottages, Broadwas explained their concerns regarding speeding and ignorance of overtaking restrictions along the stretch of the A44 from the bottom of Weston Hill to the start of the 30 mph speed restriction by Holly Cottage. A copy of their email is attached to these minutes.

Mr & Mrs Davies were re-assured by the Parish Council that this matter is and always has been of on-going concern to them and continue to canvass the relevant authorities in an attempt to remedy the situation. The Clerk was requested to contact Highways Department, The Police and Safety Road Partnership again with their concerns.

Mr Arthur Kings wanted to question the Parish Council on recent progress of the development of the Affordable Housing Scheme. He was re-assured that we are still awaiting further information from Nigel Potter, the Housing Enabler and had no knowledge other than that which had been made available to the community. 

Attached: email from Mr & Mrs Davies

Treasurer’s report

Planning report
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