ELMLEY LOVETT PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 13TH SEPTEMBER 2011

1.
PRESENT Mr N Cutler(Chair)(NC), Mr A R Aston(AA), Mrs J Bache (JB), Mr A Barlow (AB), Mr J Homer (JH), Mr A W Maiden (AWM), District Councillors Mr A Fisher (AF) and Mr A Miller (AM) and Mrs S L Taylor (Clerk) (ST). 


IN ATTENDANCE  Mr T & Mrs L Welch (Walton Road), Mr M Arden (Rylands Lane)and Mr S Tranter (Hartlebury).

2.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  Mrs L Brookes and County Councillor M Broomfield.

3.
DECLARATIONS OF PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTEREST



Mr Aston and Mrs Bache are members of the Memorial Hall Committee.  Mr Homer is a member of the Elmley Lovett Parochial Church Council.  Mrs Brookes is a member of Hartlebury Parish Council.  District Councillor A Fisher is the Chairman of Governors of Cutnall Green CE First School.

4.
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 12TH JULY 2011


The minutes of the above meeting were approved and signed.

5.
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF MEETING ON 12TH JULY 2011

I.
Proposed Incinerator, Hartlebury Trading Estate 10/00032/CM – update

The County Council has retained a QC and a planning expert; Mercia Waste have their own representatives.  WAIL has authorisation to make representations at the public enquiry.

Mr Tranter introduced Mr Welch as the residents' representative.

Mr Welch:

· WAIL funds may not be sufficient to pay for a QC.

· Plume distribution maps are incorrect (source: CPRE), they do not take account of inversion i.e. cold air suppressing distribution from the chimney stack.

· The contract cost of £350million over 25 years runs counter to the County Council requirement to achieve savings of £70million in 3 years.

· Hartlebury have donated £5,000 to WAIL.  Can Elmley Lovett also contribute?



JB was a WAIL member and did 3 leaflet drops in the area however encountered apathy across the village.



NC – the Parish budget has been trimmed over the last few years and funds are not available.
ST – budget forecast carry forward on 31.3.2012 is £860 before any expenditure on the village green.
AWM – current financial policy is sensible and there has been no support from parishoners regarding this matter.



AB – it is the Parish Council's duty to make decisions and not necessarily canvas opinion.  The Council is able to exercise discretion within a reasonable level.  Is a minimal contribution to WAIL sufficient to make any impact?



Mr Tranter offered to loan to the Parish Council funds to be donated to WAIL.



The Clerk was instructed to enquire:

· Can the Council borrow money in this manner?

· Is the Council permitted to donate money to a pressure group (WAIL)?



The Chair thanked Mr Tranter for the offer of a loan, consideration adjourned to the next meeting.  He warned that the Parish Council must not transgress the line between consultative and activist.


ACTION

ST – seek advice.
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NC proposal, JH seconded: Adjourn loan discussion – 5 in favour, 1 abstention.   



JB proposal, AA seconded: Reconsider donation to WAIL once Clerk has sought advice – 4 in favour, 1 opposed, 1 abstention.  



Mr Arden – as a resident of the Parish, he does not support the principle of borrowing money to fund a donation to WAIL.



AM advised written representations to the Secretary of State (such as submitted by this parish council) do carry weight.

II. Village Green improvements


AA to obtain quotations.  JB has spoken to MB who will consider making a donation.  The local trusts may also be able to provide financial support.

III. Playground maintenance


The new rocker has been installed.  Adjustments/maintenance to equipment are complete.  AWM once again offered some culvert pipes.  JB will look at them and, if considered suitable, make enquiries with the insurers.

IV.
Other matters arising


A School Lane resident has offered to donate a concrete bench.  The council accepted the offer.  AWM will assist with moving it.

6.
PLAYGROUND RUNNING COSTS – APPROACH TO ELMBRIDGE PARISH COUNCIL REGARDING FUTURE FUNDING


The Councillors were all given an breakdown of the annual running costs and an indication of the capital cost of the equipment.  The Parish Council has no reserves to refurbish/replace the equipment.  


Prior to the facility refurbishment, a village questionnaire indicated that the majority of local users hailed from Elmbridge (ST to confirm statistics).



NC proposal, JB seconded: NC and ST formulate and submit request for 50% contribution – all in favour.   

7. 
PLANNING


Approval


Application No:
AB/11/000028/CM


Applicant:
Biffa Waste Services Ltd


Location:
Waresley Landfill Site, Rear of Unit 100, Hartlebury Trading Estate, 
DY10 4JA.


Proposal:
Provision of Leachate Treatment Equipment.

8. [image: image1.emf]BANK BALANCES

At 31.08.11 £

Barclays current account no. 40319465 4,050.49

 Barclays current account no. 30420174  365.70

National savings account no. 138040611   213.48

Nationwide Building Society a/c 423.11

5,052.78

PAYMENTS DUE – AUTHORISATION REQUIRED

Cheque/BACS payments: £

200.00

25.00

DAB Carpentry Services – playground maintenance 100.00

D Sireshuk – lengthsman – July & August 2011

Wychavon District Council – uncontested election costs

BANK BALANCES AND FINANCIAL TRANSACTIONS REQUIRING

ACTION

AA-quote.

JB – look at 

culvert pipes.

JH/AWM –

 bench installation

NC/ST – formulate

 request for 50%

contribution
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9. 
CORRESPONDENCE FOR CIRCULATION



Correspondence received was made available for Councillors to read/take away.

10.
ITEMS OF PAROCHIAL INTEREST

Localism Bill – New homes bonus


The Parish Council will be able to put forward community projects to access funding raised by a levy on the rateable value of new build homes in the parish.  The levy will be distributed: 20% County Council, 20% District Council, 40% Parish Council.  

12.
NEXT MEETING 


Tuesday 11th October 2011, 7.30 p.m. at the Cutnall Green Memorial Hall.


There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 21.10.

ACTION
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