 MINUTES OF A MEETING OF RUSHWICK PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON

 WEDNESDAY 10th AUGUST 2011 AT 7.30 PM IN RUSHWICK VILLAGE HALL

PRESENT:  Mr A Deakin (Chair) Mrs V Bennett, Mr B Mew, Mr Parker, Mrs Haywood & Mrs Rowley                

IN ATTENDANCE: District Councillors Mr P Swinburn & Mr R Bass, Mr Moore (Lengthsman)
1.          Apologies for absence: Mrs Wigglesworth, Mr Bufton & Mr Lewis (accepted) and 

            County Councillor Mr A Davies (received)

2.
Declarations of interest in items on the agenda
             a)  Prejudicial - None

b)  Non-prejudicial – Mr Deakin & Mrs Rowley declared an interest in Village Hall matters being members of the VHC. Mrs Bennett also declared an interest in Village Hall matters, as her husband is a member of the VHC. Mrs Haywood declared her role as representatives on the School Governors. 

3.
Minutes: To consider the adoption of The Parish Council Meeting of Wednesday 13th July 2011.

             Having been previously circulated, these were signed by the Chairman as a true and correct record. 

4.
Progress Reports: Matters arising from previous minutes and review of Action Plan.
             The Action Plan was reviewed and updated. No matters arising.

5.
Parish Lengthsman Scheme: Mr Moore reported on the following:-

             The bus shelter located on the Bransford Road – Hedge had been trimmed

             Graffiti – Ongoing issue on the underpass 

             VA sign

             Reports he had made to the Police              

             A4103 – Overhanging branches encroaching onto the footpath impeding footway usage.

             He also identified areas within the village that didn’t actually fall under his remit but could perhaps benefit

             from the use of the extra funding allocated to the Lengthsman’s budget. These included:-

1. Footway – Bromyard Road (church junction) to Claphill Lane – footway not wide enough 

2. Roots Farm – Widening footpath

3. Broadmore Green to Bransford Road – Removal of vegetation and growth using hand tools

4. Christine Ave to Grange Lane – Clearance works to strim around footpath. 

             Mr Moore identified the problem with kerbing and growth of vegetation and suggested the kerbs to be swept. 

             Mr Deakin thanked Mr Moore for his time in attending this meeting. He also advised that Mr Bufton would now be the person that he should liaise with following the retirement of Mr Edmonds.

6.
Reports from representatives:-
6.1 County Councillor’s report: No report available

6.2     District Councillor’s report: Please refer to report attached.

6.3     Report from Village Hall Committee: The following was reported:-

· Roof repairs are in the process of being started

· Car park – Problem with the tarmac is trying to be resolved via the small claims court

· Insurance – The annual insurance has been renewed at a saving of approx. £900 by switching provider.  

               6.4
Footpath Officer’s report: No report available

6.5      Report from Playscape: A request was made if the bollards to the car park could be closed at 

           5.30pm throughout the year. This was proposed by Mr Deakin seconded by Mrs Bennett with all 

           members in agreement to accept. The works to the car park are now complete and the bollards are 

          fully operational. Minor repairs to the play equipment identified in the ROSPA inspection have been 

          carried out. 

6.6      School Representative’s report: Nothing to report.

6.7      Police Report: No report available

  7.        Finance

              7.1    To authorize payment of accounts as per schedule: all payments on the attached schedule were 

                       authorised. In addition the following were also authorised:-

                       1.  Clement Keys- External Audit - £342.00 cheque no. 200068

                       2.  S Baxter – Ink Cartridge - £12.97 cheque no.200069            

  8.        Planning: To consider planning applications received prior to this meeting

Planning Application No: 11/00833/HOU (Amended)

Proposal: Two storey rear extension

Location: Episcopi Cottage, Upper Wick Lane WR2 5SY

No objections

Planning Application No: 11/00916/HOU 

Proposal: First floor side extension

Location: Orchard Cottage, Broadmore Green, Rushwick, WR2 5TE

No objections

  9.        Planning Comments – Indicated on the agenda 

  10.     Divisional Fund Scheme – A request is to be submitted from the Village Hall to County Councillor                   

            Mr A. Davies. Deadline for applications being 30th September 2011
  11.      Clerks Annual Review and Pension Arrangements – A meeting is to be arranged with the Staffing 

             Committee (Mr A Deakin & Mrs V Bennett)
  12.     Correspondence for Information: - All items of correspondence on the Appendix x were noted and  
            included in the Round Robin to provoke further discussion. The following items were also included:-

            1. NHS - Your Health, Your Care, Your Say – Public Question time 16th September 2011                               

                7pm – 8.30pm at Malvern Theatre

            2. West Worcester Tree & Hedgerow Survey 2010: Supplementary Report – For Information

13. Councillors’ reports and items for future agendas: - Mrs Rowley asked if the tax situation problem

had now been resolved. The Chairman advised he is still to seek independent advice concerning this matter.

Mrs Bennett and Mrs Haywood are organizing the Village Tidy Up for Sunday 23rd October 2011 and requested that this event be advertised. Areas within the village requiring attention for this event need to be identified. Mr Mew has kindly offered to help with strimming works to any overgrown areas that require attention.

Mr Parker congratulated the Cricket Club for their great achievements and thriving success.

Mr Mew expressed his deep concerns with the drains outside two residents homes located opposite the car park in Upper Wick Lane which appeared to be blocked, resulting in residents’ gardens/driveways receiving

flood water when flash floods occur. He identified the severity of the problem using some pictures. He advised that he had reported this problem to The Hub who advised this query would be investigated within 28 days. Mr Mew expressed his dissatisfaction with this service and felt something should be done much sooner. District Councillor Mr Swinburn offered advice to Mr Mew to give the system a chance and tried to explain how the Hub operated. Mr Mew referred to some past minutes from November 2010 when this problem was identified and yet still nothing has been done to try to resolve it!     
  Meeting closed at 9.55pm

  S Baxter (Clerk) 
 12.08.11

