LEIGH AND BRANSFORD PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of Leigh and Bransford Parish Council held at Leigh and Bransford Memorial Hall at 7.30pm on Tuesday 27th September 2011. 

Present:           
Mr J Sharp (chairman)


Mr M Gloster






Mr S Seymour



Mr R Husband


Mrs M Cooke



Mr B Porter


Mr P Miller



Mr B Tasker


Sergeant Ian Blanchard
(part meeting)



2 members of the public – Mr L Williamson & Mr D Deeley


District Councillor – Mr A Warburton (part meeting)

1.    WELCOME AND APOLOGIES
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting. Apologies were received from Mr J Burton, Mr A Warburton and PC Ransome-Williams
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND CHANGES TO THE REGISTER OF INTERESTS
a) There were none.

b) There were no changes to the register of interests.

3.  TO RECEIVE THE REPORT OF THE LOCAL POLICING OFFICER
Sergeant Blanchard reported that the level of crime in the parish over the previous 6 months had been very low and had included thefts from sheds and the theft of scrap metal, which is a nationwide problem. The issue of speeding on local roads was discussed and the chairman noted the high level of accidents on the A4103. The results of a recent speed assessment at Dragons Cross will be passed to the Safer Roads Partnership.
The situation regarding the stray dog in Bransford was discussed, it being noted that enforcement action has been taken against the owner.

Mr Husband noted that on street parking on the main road in Leigh Sinton is making it dangerous to turn out of Clewer Croft. The chairman suggested that the community policing officer look into this initially and that her findings then be passed on to the Highways department.

The chairman thanked Sgt Blanchard for attending and he left the meeting.

4. OPEN FORUM

Members of the public present did not wish to speak.
5.
TO RECEIVE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETINGS HELD ON 26th JULY 2011 

Having previously been circulated the minutes were confirmed and signed by the Chairman. 

6.
TO RECEIVE THE REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES OF OTHER BODIES
a) Worcestershire County Council
b) Malvern Hills District Council
The County and District council representatives had given apologies. 
7.
PLANNING

a) Minutes of the planning committee meeting held on 16th August 2011.


Having previously been circulated, the minutes were accepted and signed.


b) Planning applications received.
	L&B ref  
	MHDC ref
	Application Details
	Location 
	PC Response
	Summary of reasoning

	503
	11/01043/HOU
	Replace single storey side extension with two storey side extension
	Church Cottage

Leigh

Worcs

WR6 5LB
	No Objection
	n/a

	504
	11/00848/HOU
	Erection of log store/open car port to the garage/annexe
	The Manor House

Gilberts Farm

Chapel Lane

Bransford

WR6 5JQ
	No comment at this stage
	The PC have concerns regarding the accuracy of the drawings supplied and would like these to be checked before commenting

	505
	11/00847/LBC
	Erection of log store/open car port to the garage/annexe
	The Manor House

Gilberts Farm

Chapel Lane

Bransford

WR6 5JQ
	No comment at this stage
	The PC have concerns regarding the accuracy of the drawings supplied and would like these to be checked before commenting

	506
	11/01199/FUL
	Replacement Portacabin
	Biffa Waste Services Ltd

Guinness Park Farm

Leigh Sinton

WR13 5EQ
	No objection
	n/a



c) To receive updates on the matters arising in previous planning minutes


1. Request for MHDC to provide adequate sites for legitimate gypsies/travellers. 


2. Request for protection of the Leigh Sinton – Malvern Significant Gap in the SWDP.

Both matters had been referred to the planning policy team and a response is awaited.


3.  Compliance with the planning enforcement notice by Minton Fencing.
`
A letter had been received from the enforcement officer stating that the requirements of the enforcement action had not been complied with and hence the matter had been passed to the District Council’s legal team for a potential prosecution for non-compliance with the Enforcement Notice.
d) Planning decisions received from MHDC.

11/00987/LBC – Rear extension and dormer window, Aspendale - Application approved.

8.
TO RECEIVE UPDATES ON MATTERS ARISING IN PREVIOUS MINUTES


a) Highways Matters



 
1) Progress on items identified for further action during tour of the parish with the Highways 

Liaison 
engineer.



-      Hope Pole Green – works order has been issued.
· Stocks Lane, School warning signs – WCC Traffic Management team has advised that suitable signs are in place. Members questioned whether or not the signs worked and the chairman asked members to check this at the start and end of the school day.
· A4103/Chapel Lane, Bransford, leaning directional sign – replaced
· Bank House Roundabout, Bransford – missing sign replaced
· Dingle Lane/Brockamin Lane, Flooding problem – requested cleaning & jetting of gullies and drains

· Dingle Lane/Brockamin – poor carriageway – inspection of carriageway requested

· The Engine House, Leigh – edge of road breaking up – inspection requested

· Drainage problems along Brockamin Lane, entering Bransford from Leigh direction – maintenance unit notified


2) Purchase of flashing speed sign


The parish council need to specify locations where the mobile VAS is required. Mrs Cooke to 

look into the matter. The clerk to provide both her and Mr Seymour with the conditions that 

need to be met for installation.



3) Speeding on Suckley Road and Bransford A4103


The report from the Safer Roads Partnership has now been received. The flashing sign has 

been removed and monitoring by the community policing officer is expected.



The chairman noted that the box in Leigh had identified that a large number of drivers were 

exceeding the speed limit, but not reaching the speed at which enforcement action would be 

taken. He suggested that this would make a good location for the VAS. 



4) Grit bin Post Office Lane


Mr Tasker produced a report to be supplied to the highways department to support the request 

for a grit bin on Post Office Lane. Mr Seymour proposed, Mrs Cooke seconded and all agreed 

that the bin be requested. The chairman suggested that the grit be stored at Mr Stewart’s farm 

property and the Lengthsman be responsible for replenishing the bin.  


`
Possible locations for grit storage around the parish were then discussed.



5) Reflective warning sign – culvert by Croft House - reported


6) Ragwort growing in grass verges - reported

b) Swing seats - Bransford play area. The seats have now been replaced.

c) Bransford Flooding

An update is still awaited. The Lengthsman has suggested that a telegraph pole has been positioned 
through the culvert, causing a blockage. The Clerk to ask David Rowles of MHDC to contact Mr 
Bennett to investigate whether this has blocked the culvert.

d) Play area and lay-by development – Leigh Sinton Primary School


No update – the chairman to contact Clive Smith.

e) Stray dogs roaming on A4103


Matter discussed under 3 above.

f) Maintenance of the Bank House Island flower beds


The Lengthsman will be asked to cut down the roses and seed the area with grass which he will 
thereafter maintain.


g) Possible locations for supplies of grit.


Discussed under item a1-4

At this point Cllr Warburton joined the meeting and gave his report.

The SWDP consultation is about to open. Cllr Warburton outlined his main concerns;
· The need for the 750 new houses outlined for Newland – development is needed in Malvern, but not all at one location.

· The fact that major development is being planned without improvement to the road network – it would make more sense to develop to the east of the M5.

· The accuracy of the number of places required for gypsies and travellers
He noted that Significant Gap’s look set to be retained and that the parish council should comment on any application submitted for the Eastward Road site.

The chairman informed the meeting that events were to be staged at Powick and Alfrick to allow the public to view and discuss the SWDP.
Regarding the Bank House site development, Mr Husband expressed concern that planners had favoured a ribbon development, the drawings presented by Festival Housing having been drawn up by architects in accordance with the requirements of the planning department.

It was also noted that the application for a gypsy site at Dragons Cross had been refused and that enforcement action is being taken against the car breaking business being carried out at the site.

The chairman thanked Cllr Warburton who left the meeting at this point.
9.
REQUEST FOR GRANT BY LEIGH & BRANSFORD PLAYGROUP

Mr Husband noted that the playgroup is a Company and that therefore no grant should be given. Mr 
Seymour proposed that no grant be offered, Mr Husband seconded and it was agreed unanimously.
10.
REVIEW OF POLICIES AND PROCEDURES IN RELATION TO COMPLIANCE WITH NEW 
STANDING ORDERS – REPORT OF TASK GROUP


Mr Husband proposed, Mr Tasker seconded and all agreed that the parish council adopt the code of 
conduct. The clerk to ensure that a copy is available for all members.


A document outlining the parish council policy for dealing with the media was circulated for 
consideration, to be adopted at the November meeting.
11.
ATTENDANCE AND VENUE FOR MALVERN HILLS AREA CALC COMMITTEE MEETINGS

It was noted that the CALC AGM was to be held at 7pm on Thursday 13th October at County Hall.


The suggestion was made that the Memorial Hall be suggested as a possible venue for CALC meetings.
12.
PUBLIC CONSULTATION EVENT - LAND OFF EASTWARD ROAD


Discussed under District Cllr’s report
13.
B4503 SPEED LIMIT REVIEW CONSULTATION REPORT


The documents outlining the proposed changes to speed limits had been circulated. The clerk was 
requested to feedback that the parish council support the changes.
14.
CAR PARK REVIEW CONSULTATION


The car park consultation document was discussed and completed. The clerk to report back to MHDC.
15.
FINANCE

a)
Accounts paid and received

None


b)
Accounts passed for payment
 PA Gardiner

Grass cutting 31/8/11



£34.00

BGS


Lengthsman – August 2011 


£148.50

Sutcliffe Play

Replacement swing seats


£84.48

J Barker

Clerk – August 2011 



£443.97

MHDC


Election expenses



£68.02

ELMS


Footpaths work




£100.00

Post Office Ltd

PAYE 2nd Qtr 2011/12



£318.00

J Barker

Clerk – September



£448.90

16. 
TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES & WORKING GROUPS

a. Affordable Housing Group 

The plans presented by Festival housing were discussed, including concerns regarding the safety of the 
frontage of the houses being so close to the main road and the fact that the plans show a path on the 
opposite side of the road, where there is none.

b. Footpath working group

A report from Mr Eddon, the parish paths warden, was read out and it was noted that good progress is 
being made in replacing broken and damaged stiles and finger posts around the parish. He also hopes to 
restart the walking group in the new future.

c. Memorial Hall – No report
d. Community Resilience Working Group – No report

e. Community Payback

The work to Bransford play area has now been completed.
17.
COUNCILLORS REPORTS

It was noted that Minton Fencing is still advertised on the parish council website. Mr Miller proposed it be removed, seconded by Mr Husband and carried by 7 in favour with 1 abstention.


All members were pleased with the new website. Mr Gloster proposed it be accepted as the new parish council website, Mr Seymour seconded, carried unanimously.


Mrs Cooke requested a key to the Orchard Way notice board – the clerk to supply.


Polling stations review – it was noted there would be no change for the parish.


Village facilities survey – the chairman agreed to provide the required information and complete.


Bank House soil – it was noted that the final stage of the agreed works to the lake has not been completed. The clerk to write to the planning officer in this regard.


An overgrown hedge has resulted in vehicles being damaged by a BT manhole cover on Sherridge Road and is a potential hazard. Mr Miller to report location to the hub.
18.
DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 

The next planning committee meeting will be held on Tuesday 25th October and the next parish council meeting will be held on Tuesday 22nd November, both 7:30 pm at the Memorial Hall.

Chairman.............................................

Date..................................................
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