STONE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held 
on Tuesday  8th May 2012
	Present:
	Cllrs. J Arbuthnott, Mrs D Bird,  R F Hobson, Mrs E C Hyde,  G Higgs,  M Gough,
J A Jordan, and M D Talbot.



	In attendance:
	Ms S P Bamford (Clerk)
W Waldron -  Lengthsman

P C Andy Wallace

2 members of the public



1.
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN:
On the proposal of Cllr.J.Jordan, seconded Cllr.Mrs D Bird.

RESOLVED that Cllr J Arbuthnott be elected Chairman of the Council for the ensuing year.

Cllr. Arbuthnott signed a Declaration of Acceptance of Office and took the Chair.  
2.
APOLOGIES :     Apologies were received from Cllr. R Wignall.   The reason for absence was approved.
3.     APPOINTMENTS:

a) Appointment of Vice Chairman.    .

                     RESOLVED that Cllr. J A Jordan be appointed Vice Chairman for the ensuing year.

b) Representatives to CALC:   Cllrs. J Jordan and R  Hobson

c) Representatives to Planning Committee:   All Council Members.    
RESOLVED that for minor applications a planning committee of 3 members including the Chairman, would make a decision .
d) Community Housing Representative:  Cllr. Mrs E Hyde & Cllr. M Gough
e) Finance Committee:  Cllrs. J Jordan, R Wignall and Mrs D. Bird.

f) Staffing Committee:  Cllrs. J Arbuthnott, J A Jordan and M Talbot.

g) Stone Parochial Charity Representative:  Cllr. R Hobson.

4.     MINUTES:
        The Minutes of the Meeting held on the 13th March 2012 were approved and signed as a correct                          record.
5.    DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:    None
6.
Progress Reports:


(a) 
Lengthsman’s Report
Stanklyn Lane – Side out footway

It was noted that the funding for the year 2012/2013 will be £2,234.78.

It was reported that the footpath from Heath Lane along Stanklyn Lane is in need of repair.

AGREED Clerk to report matter.

Lengthsman’s Contract

RESOLVED to be renewed for a further 12 months.        


(b )  Police Report 


P C Andy Wallace gave a report on crimes in the area.    These have risen slightly, but were 
mainly domestic issues.   Complaints are still being received concerning speeding on Stanklyn 
Lane.

(c )  Public  Footpaths

It was reported that a tree has fallen on Fenny Rough.

7.        Items requiring decisions
a.    
 Insurance Renewal

     
 A quotation has been received from Aviva in the sum of £289.24 compared with £644.02 
from Aon.

RESOLVED Aviva quotation to be accepted.

b.
Annual Parish Meeting

The Council noted the daft minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting.


RESOLVED no action to be taken.


c.            Jubilee Celebration

       
 The Council discussed the quotation received to provide new gates for the cemetery  on 
               Butts Lane to commemorate the Queens Diamond Jubilee.  Gates have been donated by 
Cllr. Malcolm Gough.

RESOLVED proceed with the work.

d.           Annual Report

A discussion was held regarding distribution.

AGREED these to be sent to all parishioners via Royal Mail.

e.           Town Council for Kidderminster
               The Council noted the request for support for creation of Town Council


AGREED Support to be given.

f. Ethical Governance Training

It was that training will be held on Monday 14th May at the Earl Baldwin Suite
commencing at 5.30pm.

g. Street Lighting Energy Changes

The Council noted the letter regarding saving on street lighting charges.    This is not 
applicable to Stone Parish Council..
8.     
Items for information:


a.
Churchyard Grant


It was noted that the application has been made in the sum of £740.

b.         Polling Station

The Council noted the reply received from Wyre Forest District Council

RESOLVED confirmation to be sought that we can use the Parish Room for our own 
Parish Council Election and by-elections.    If this is refused we reserve the right to take 
the matter further.
              c.        
 VAS



A Progress report was given.

              AGREED Clerk to follow up with Worcestershire County Council
d.
Broadband

It was noted that no information has yet been forthcoming.
     9.
Financial Report and Payment of Accounts.

 (a)       Bank balance:                                                             £4.845.00
(b)       Accounts for Payment:
             RESOLVED that the following accounts be paid:
             S P Bamford – March
£238.48

             HMRC
£52.20


   S P Bamford – Expenses
£177.00

      
     
   W Waldron – March
£106.25

              S P Bamford – April
£246.30


    HMRC
£54.00  


    CALC Subscription
£223.89

    Total Cheques:
£1,098.12
          (c )      Audit of Accounts 2011 - 2012
 
The Council noted that the Internal Auditor has not raised any matters relating to the accounts for the year 2011-2012 and that it could, therefore, proceed with the requisite Statement of Assurance concerning the accounts and to countersign the documents.

RESOLVED that:-

              (1)   The accounts shown in the Council’s book of accounts are approved.


(ii)  The Statement of Assurance is completed to show an affirmative answer to all eight statements included therein, and the completed Annual Report is signed and forwarded to the External Auditor.

10.
Planning and Development Control:

a.
To note any decisions on applications previously considered: 


11/0545/FULL – Application under S.73 to vary conditions 1 and 2 of Planning 
               Permission 06/1062/FULL to remove all reference to the limited time period of 5 years 
or the stationing of caravans for residential purposes, the laying of hard standing and 

Erection of a close boarded and gravel board fence at Top Acre, off Cursley Lane,


Shenstone -  Refused.

               b.
To consider any new applications received by the date of the  meeting:     None
c.   Applications previously considered:


12/0195/FULL – Reposition approved garage to suit integral 
porch link and adjust roof 
profile to suit at Seagars, Lambsie Lane, 
Shenstone – No objections.

d. 
Any compliance or enforcement issues - None

11.          District and County Council Matters and CALC

 A report was received on the recent CALC meeting.
12.         Road Accident Report – No accidents.
13.         Clerk’s Report – No report
14.         Councillor’s Reports and items for future agendas.

(i) Use of Probation Service for work in parish.

(ii) Bird Scares by Stanklyn Lane proving a nuisance
(iii) Advertisements for Point to Points causing a distraction to motorists.
(iv) Opening ceremony for new gates to celebrate Queens Jubilee.   Possible date 10th July prior to meeting.
15.        Next meeting – 7.30 pm on Tuesday 10th July 2012 at the Parish Rooms.


There being no further business the meeting concluded at 9.11 pm.

Signed………………………………………..

Chairman 10th July 2012
Notes on Public Question Time.

2 members of the public present who expressed great concern at speeding along Stanklyn Lane.
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