West Malvern Parish Council

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 

Monday 14th November 2011 in West Malvern Village Hall at 7.30pm.
Present

Cllrs. Mr W Shearer (Chairman), Mr S Allison, Mrs M Brown, Mrs J Burford, Mrs E Harnden, 
Mrs JM Roberts.
In Attendance
Mr C Rouse (Malvern Hills Conservators); Mr D Sharp (Clerk) and two members of the public.
Before the meeting it was suggested by a member of the public whether it was feasible to utilise the facilities of the Outdoor Education Centre rather than to proceed with building a pavilion.  

128/11 Apologies

To consider acceptance of apologies for absence from Councillors: District Cllrs. Ms. Luna Deller and Prof. J Raine. 
129/11 Declarations of Interest & Changes to be Notified to the Register of Interests

Cllr. Harnden declared a personal interest in agenda item 8 since she was an allotment holder.  
130/11
Co-option

To consider applicants for co-option to the Parish Council: Since the resignation last month of Cllr. Aldridge there had been no applicants.
131/11 Reports from other representatives
To receive reports from County and District Councillors and Malvern Hills Conservators: 
Mr Chris Rouse (Malvern Hills Conservators) reported that Ian Rowat, the current director, was standing down in March next year.  Mr Brian Pilcher was the new chairman and there were several new members following the recent elections.  He also confirmed a programme of scrub clearance for the next year on rocky outcrops.
132/11 Minutes
To consider for adoption the minutes of the last Parish Council meeting:  The minutes of the meeting held on 10th October were unanimously approved and signed by the Chairman.
133/11 Progress Reports and other matters arising from the minutes

Gas Lamps: The Clerk reported on a further meeting that had been arranged with the contractor for 17th November.  Progress was slow but some lamps had been replaced.  Due to the early nights efforts were to be made to complete those lamps that were the sole source of lighting e.g. Lamb Alley.  
134/11 Village Hall
To consider further action over the transference of the freehold to the parish council:  Cllr. Roberts reported that her planned meeting with Mr Sprake, the diocese solicitor, had been cancelled without explanation.  It was agreed to write directly to the diocesan registrar requesting an explanation for the delay.  The Clerk was also to write to the village hall committee requesting copies of recent accounts.   
135/11 Playing Fields
To consider removing ash tree saplings from the bank above the main pitch: This was agreed and the Clerk was to source a chain saw.
136/11
Diamond Jubilee

To review options to mark the event:  The Chairman had investigated the possibility of getting glass engraved locally and given to local children.  The Clerk was to source suitable glassware and was to advertise for local artwork in the Hills Echo.  It was also agreed to investigate the possibility of organising a celebration event on or near 4th June.  The Clerk was to advertise for ideas in the Hills Echo and arrange a meeting of interested residents at the Brewers Arms in early January.  Cllr. Alison agreed to chair the working group.
137/11 Allotments & Community Woodland

Cllr. Harnden was to consult the residents of the bungalows which bordered the allotments about trimming the boundary hedge.  
A resident had suggested that the woodland should be more open with grassed areas.  The Clerk was to source the original plans.

138/11 Highways and Footpaths

The poor state of Lower Road had been mentioned at the last Saturday Surgery.  The Clerk was to investigate progress of other Highways issues that had been reported recently. 
139/11 Planning
The following applications were considered:
	Application No
	From
	Details

	11/01356/HOU
	Mr P McCarthy

249 West Malvern Road
	Two storey side extension with photovoltaic panelled roof and new vehicular access

	11/01476/HOU
	Mr P & Mrs A Townson

218 West Malvern Road
	Single storey rear extension to ground floor with access balcony

	11/01275/HOU
	Mr Mark Jancey

Flat1, 31a Lower Road
	Conversion of integral garage into bedroom


It was agreed to recommend all for approval.
140/11 Finance
To consider payment of invoices presented: The following payments were approved: 
	From/Due to
	Date
	Amount
	Details

	J Moore
	26/10
	£104.00
	Lengthman Fees (Oct)

	SF Creamer
	31/10
	£40.00
	Bus Shelter Cleaning (Oct)

	Worcestershire Calc
	-
	£30.00
	Councillor Training

	DA Sharp
	14/11
	£100.00
	Clerk’s ½ Year Expenses 11/12

	DA Sharp
	14/11
	£313.28
	Clerk’s Fees (£391.48 gross SP25)

	
	TOTAL
	£587.28
	


After these payments are made bank balances will be as follows:

	Savings Account B/F
	£8,694.72
	
	Community Account B/F
	£7111.08

	
	
	
	HM Revenue & Customs Vat
	£1483.38

	
	
	
	WCC Lengthman (Sep)
	£104.00

	
	
	
	Western Power (Wayleave)
	£15.57

	
	
	
	November Payments
	(£587.28)

	Savings Account C/F
	£8,694.72
	
	Community Account C/F
	£8126.75


141/11 Correspondence

To consider the following correspondence previously circulated:
Circulated 24/10/11

	FROM
	
	SUBJECT

	Phil Grove - MHDC
	
	Grant Formula

	Andrew Boughton
	
	Planning Seminar

	Festival Housing
	
	Annual Review

	WCC
	
	Waste Core Strategy

	-
	
	Diamond Jubilee Beacons

	Malvern Hills AONB
	
	Annual Review

	Dave Jackson
	*
	Coppicing


* - By email

142/11
 Councillors’ items for Report

To report information and raise items for future consideration:  The notice board by the West Malvern spout was in need of repair.
143/11 Next Meeting
The date of the next Parish Council Meeting was confirmed as Monday 12th December 2011 at 7.30pm. 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.45 pm.
