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Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held in Lower Moor Parish Rooms on

Thursday, 12th May 2011.
Present:
Cllrs Mr N Butler, Cllr Hayes, Cllr Buckley, Cllr Bruce, Cllr Bell, Cllr Selvey & Cllr Morgan-Nash.
In attendance Assistant Clerk: Mrs M English and 3 members of the public
	The meeting opened at 7.33pm 

The meeting was adjourned to hear from Mrs Carol Martin, Mr Michael Martin & Mr Ron Miller. (see attached note)

The meeting reopened at 8.00pm 




1. Election of Chairman Cllr Hayes took the chair and Cllr Butler was unanimously re-elected chairman he signed the declaration of office and then took the chair for the remainder of the meeting

2. Election of Vice Chairman Cllr Hayes was re elected as Vice Chairman
3. Apologies.  No apologies 
4. Declarations of Interest
a. Register of Interest: Councillors were reminded to update the register of Interest.  Cllr Selvey announced his interest in planning application W/11/00910/PP larkspur cottage, 12 Chestnut Close – Proposed rear extension

b.  Personal Interests: None
c. Prejudicial Interests: None

5. Minutes: The minutes of the meeting held on 7th April 2011 were accepted as a true copy 
1. Progress reports: for information

a) Lengthsman

b) Flood-Drainage

The chairman reported on the progress to date

c) Village Post Office

The Clerk brought the Councils attention to the problems Bishampton Post Office is facing.  The chairman has agreed to talk to the new post office

d) PACT News

Cllr Hayes reported on a few issues, e.g. Speeding, Dog Fouling

e) Training

· 1st June Chairmanship 

· 15th June Being a Better Councillor – roles and responsibilities, law and procedure, behaviour, code of conduct, effective meetings. 

· 12th July Being a Better Councillor –financial management, planning, community engagement. 

Each day will be from 10.00am to 4.00pm, and the venue will be St Peter’s Baptist Church, Eden Close, Worcester WR5 3TZ.
· Training on the Code of Conduct / Standards Regime will be held on the 9th June at civic Centre Pershore from 7pm – 8.45pm

· It was unanimously agreed that all new councillors should attend training as well as one other.  The clerk to investigate the possibility of a bursary.

f) News letter.  A new delivery round to be drawn up
g) Lighting

Faulty light in Bridge Street, fault described as “constantly lit”.  Fault been reported by Clerk

The Chairman reported to the council on the plans to reduce the cost of lighting.  See attached

h) Robin Hood Foot Path

Complaints have been received once again about the state of Robin Hood Foot Path.  This is to be taken up by the vice chairman and Mr Walker.
i) Playing Field

· Clerk has received an email from Mr &Mrs Rose as follows:-

“Could the Parish Council please advise where we can obtain information regarding this equipment i.e. pictures, size details and cost. It appears that the Parish Council will have to obtain planning permission, and we have been informed that it is proposed for the equipment to be situated in the same area as the swings. Hopefully not as this would mean that the residents, overlooking the field, are again having to put up with more noise and inconvenience. Tell me if I am wrong, but I do not think that any of the Parish Councillors live directly overlooking the field. It seems unfair that they can make decisions that are not going to affect them at all. I know that the field is actually owned by all the villagers and not the Parish Council. They need to remember this and have respect for the older generation of this village. Has any market research been done, in relation to the teenagers of the village being asked, if what is being proposed is what they want? Why hasn't something been done with the corner of the field that is overgrown and an eye sore. Couldn't some form of shelter be put there for the teenagers or perhaps they could get involved with the design them selves”

Clerk to advise Mr & Mrs Rose that they can appeal or approve the planning application once it is on Wychavon’s website.

· Insurance. The cricket club are not covered on our insurance; they need their own public liability insurance which they can get from Community Shield for £52.00 pa.  





Action Chairman
· Grass mowing – Public liability covers anyone driving the mowers.  
· Football and Cricket Club have agreed to erect the safety fence

2. New Items for discussion

a) Parish News Letter

Cllr Hayes report on the interest raised by a couple of residents into starting a parish news letter.  The Chairman asked the council to think about this idea and report back ideas at the next meeting.  In the meantime notice of meeting is to be advertised in the Five Alive
b) Young people riding on pavements

Complaints have been received about young people riding on the pavements and nearly knocking over elderly residents.  This will be mentioned in the News letter as well as five alive.
c) Dog Fouling

Dog Fouling has become a problem.  It was unanimously agreed to purchase move dog bins.  Costs to be sought.
d) Vehicle Activated Speed Sign

Report attached from Peter Jesson.  If the council is interest the clerk advises to get Mr Jesson to project manage this.  Defer to next meeting
e) To consider the council’s Scheme of Delegation and councillor Areas of Responsibility.  The chairman advised councillors to have a think about which responsibility they would like to do and to email the clerk.
Playing field

Play area

Planning

Roads and Footpaths

Parish Plan

Street Lighting

Grants

Flooding and Drainage

Community Support

f) To nominate councillors to represent the parish on Outside Bodies

Representatives for:

Village Hall Committee.  Cllr Bell & Cllr Butler to attend the AGM on Friday 13 May
PACT – Cllr Hayes to continue
Landfill Liaison Group – Cllr Hayes & Cllr Buckley to attend the next meeting on 23rd June at 6pm
g) Older Peoples Preventative Service

WCC are looking to work with one or two parish councils who either have a parish plan with identified priorities around older people and to see how we may be able to assist that council in meeting that priority or a parish council without a parish plan looking at how we could assist in helping them produce one, through supporting with needs analysis and data to support the development of priorities.  Clerk to investigate more
h) Rural Rate Relief – Chestnut Tree Inn

Rate relief has been received for the value of £270.63.  There was no objection.
The Parish Council unanimously agreed that Mr Clarke needed to be reminded about the terms and condition of his lease as well as mention the fireworks incident on Saturday 7th May.

3. Planning:

a) Council’s response to planning applications between meetings and reports on   decisions

b) Current planning applications

W/11/00910/PP larkspur cottage, 12 Chestnut Close – Proposed rear extension.  No objections were raised.
4. Finance:

a) To consider the payments to be made as per attached list

b)  To note any receipts and approve invoices for payment

April in:




WCC – Lengthsman scheme

£578.00

April out

N Butler – expenses
584

£269.80

A English – clerk

858

£410.19

L Cook


586

£  65.00

N Winter – Lengthsman
587

£144.50






£889.49

c) To approve the statement of cash reconciliation for April  2011

The bank reconciliation for April showed that in the current account, cheques had been written totalling £889.49. This brought the account total to £4801.12, cheques to the value of £334.80 had not been presented, leaving a balance in the current account of £4466.32. In the savings account, interest of £0.69 was accrued, which brought its total to £15,254.17. This meant that at the end of April, the council’s total cash assets stood at £19,720.49
d) To approve claims for expenses/overtime

The clerks expenses/overtime came to a value of £188.81 due to CILCA training

5. Councillors’ reports and items for future agenda
a) EVG are wanting a VAT invoice

b) Post box needs to be relocated due to safety issues.  It was unanimously agreed the best place for it to go would be alongside the phone box.  Clerk to write to the post office 

c) The chairman asked the Council if there were any changes they would like to see with regards to running of the meeting.

d) Minutes and Agendas to be displayed in the Village Hall Notice Board.

6. County and district councillor report.


a)  CC Tucker thanked everyone who voted for her
7. Clerks report on Urgent Decisions since last meeting.

8. Correspondence for information:  To note the attached appendix of items which have been circulated or will be available for inspection at the meeting
9.  Items for next agenda and to affirm the date of the next meeting.
 Key to playing field, Speed signs, Areas of Responsibility, Post Box, Older People Parish Plan

The next meeting was confirmed for Thursday 3rd June 2011 
The meeting closed at 10.15pm.
………………………………………………..(chairman) 

……………………………………………..(date)




M English - Mrs – Assistant Clerk
NOTES

1.    Mr Ron Miller reported on two issues

1.1 The fireworks incident on Sunday 8th May at 2am.
1.2 The village green has not been put back to its original state since the Bonfire.

2.    Mr Michael Martin followed up on the subject of the fireworks and stated he would like the police involved unless the Parish Council report back to him on what grounds they have taken to ensure this does not happen again in the future.  He did congratulate the wedding party for cleaning up the green.
3.    Mrs Carol Martin would like a list of the Football fixtures to ensure that events do not cause damage to the green.

ME/May 2011
Page 299

