

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held in Lower Moor Parish Rooms on
Thursday, 1st September 2011.
Present:         Cllrs Butler, Cllr Hayes, Cllr Buckley, Cllr Bell,  Cllr Selvey & Cllr Morgan-Nash.
In attendance Assistant Clerk: Mrs. M English & CC Tucker
	The meeting opened at 7.30pm, closed at 7.35pm for public time and reopened at 7.45


1. Apologies.  Cllr Bruce
2. Declarations of Interest
a. Register of Interest: Councilors were reminded to update the register of Interest.  
b. Personal Interests: None
Prejudicial Interests: None
3. Minutes: The minutes of the meeting held on 7th July were not accepted and will be re-issued
1. Progress report
a. Flood / Drainage

Flood Alleviation Support Grant Scheme – With reference to our reply to Martyn Cross after July’s meeting the clerk has had a response that the grant has nothing to do with the current scheme which is being held up due to legal reason.  
Two proposals were submitted by Hill & Moor, the principle of which was agreed and a letter confirming the successful application was sent by Tony Jones, Engineering Consultancy Manager to Mrs. Morris dated 22nd June 2009. The letter stated that a meeting would need to be arranged to establish if any consents or conditions would need to be applied and invited contact to arrange. Since then however we have heard nothing more
The PC need to establish our latest position and present a report to the Council.
It was agreed that the PC would talk to Mr. Lavender to clarify if Highways are looking to put an overflow channel across to the Culvert from the car park.  Three quotes will be needed to do a soak away near the playground. 






Action Butler
 
The idea of purchasing a container to store emergency flood supplies was discussed.  Costs and planning application needs to be looked into.
















Action:  Hayes/Bell
b. Village Post Office & Post box
The Post Office officially opened on Friday 19th July
Correspondence has been received from Royal Mail with regards to repositioning of the Post Box. It was agreed the box should be repositioned by the old telephone box
Clerk
c. PACT News
Worcestershire Regulatory Services (trading Standards team) has received information that Rooftop Housing tenants in Evesham have been targeted by a telephone scam. Unsolicited callers have contacted residents and claimed that they were representing Rooftop Housing Group and asked if they would like to buy any TV aerials. One of the tenants questioned the caller for more details because he already had an aerial and the caller hung up, the number was withheld. Rooftop Housing Group has investigated this matter and advised that this call was not made by any of Rooftop Housing staff or representatives. 
This service has also received reports that a male has been calling on residents in the Bromsgrove and Redditch area of the county claiming to be working for Redditch Borough Council. The caller was making enquiries in relation to gas and electricity contracts and requested bank details for “refunds”. Redditch borough Council and local authorities do not operate in this manner. 
County residents are advised that under no circumstances should they provide bank details to unknown callers
c.     Training
Proposed training for “Being a Better Councilor” are :- 13th Sep, 28th Sep & 5th Oct.  They will run in the evenings for +- 2 hours in Worcester at St Peter‟s Baptist Church, Eden Close, Worcester WR5 3TZ
d. Lighting 
Cheque has been received from EVG, quotation to be sought by received next meeting for approval. The damaged pole in Hill was discussed, a survey would be done to see if the residents want it removed or have part night light.  



Action AMN
e. Footpaths 
Robin Hood footpath is not too bad at present.  Owner will look at what can be done to rectify any problems.  To be kept on the agenda




Clerk
Reports have been received of the state of Porters Path between Lower Moor and Fladbury.  Clerk to write to the Clerk of Fladbury.





Clerk
f. Playing field 
· Report from Cllr Bruce on the wording of the letter received from the VHC still outstanding
· Cricket ball incident hitting Mr. R Stokes on the 7th August.  The netting has still not been erected and the cricket team still do not have insurance.  
· Play ground – planning application has not been applied for as yet due to holidays
· Crowle  Searchers U16 have agreed to take sole use of the pitch for the 11/12 season.  An invoice has been raised .
· Play ground inspection, chains on the larger swing need replacing, it was agreed quotations should be sought locally.  Bolts have been replaced.  The PC thanked Cllr Morgan Nash for his hard work on the play ground
g. Village Hall 
The PC have agreed to increase the grant to the village hall from £150.00 to £162.00. As per Mr Derek Floyds suggestion in his letter to the clerk dated 14th August 2011.
h. Sports Relief 
Clerk reported on an Invoice received for the amount of £59.00, £9.00 of this is for Angling Peg Fees. Although it was not budgeted for in 2011/12 it was agreed the PC would pay it.  If this is going to be an annual event it will need to be discussed at the next budget meeting.

i. Jubilee. 
It was agreed that all three committees should join together to form a working party.  Money to be set aside in the next budget for this under contingency funds.  CC Tucker agreed to look into grants for the golden jubilee. 


Action : LT/DS
It was agreed to call a parish meeting with the purpose of setting up a committee for the jubilee.  Put a notice in the Five Alive.  



Action MH/DS
1. New Items
1.1
Winter Service 11/12
Grit Bins
A location worth considering a grit bin is opposite the Chestnut PH as we have four roads converging there, Cherry Orchard Rd, Manor Rd, Maytree Rd and Chestnut Close.

However there are several issues which would make this unworkable.

a) Storage of 1 tonne bags. These are big and would need a large undercover storage area - no one in the vicinity is likely to have suitable spare space.

b) These bags are heavy and need either a tractor with a loader or a fork lift to move them -  nobody except maybe EVG will have that type of kit in Lower Moor

c) Finally cost, WCC offer sighting and filling in the first instance but it would fall to us from then on, even if the first two points were no obstacle it was agreed that the PC would not be able to carry this project out.   

2. Planning:
Council’s response to planning applications between meetings and reports on decisions
W/11/01508/CU Hill and Moor Residential Park, comment already made
Current planning applications
W/11/01837  Field Off, Blacksmiths Lane, Lower Moor, Proposal: Proposed erection of proposed agricultural/equestrian building. Resubmission of W/11/01001/CU

The PC has no grounds for objecting but has the following conditions.

·  Concrete apron for manure
·  Lorry Beds to be removed.
·  Lighting should not be left on over night to interfear with residents. 
· No commercial activities to take place
3. Finance:
a. To consider the payments to be made as per attached list
	Date
	Cheque No
	Payee
	Amount
	Item

	01-Sep
	616
	A English
	£297.97
	Salary and Mileage

	01-Sep
	617
	Wychavon Sport
	£59.00
	Angling Peg Fees

	01-Sep
	618
	GBD
	£215.23
	Grass Cutting

	 
	
	 
	£572.22
	 


b.  To note any receipts and approve payments made between meetings
£100.00 received from M Hancock towards the Football club
£663.00 received from Worcester County Council for grass cutting

Payments made between meetings 
	Date
	Cheque No
	Payee
	Amount
	Item

	01-Aug
	610
	N Power
	£426.23
	Lighting Power

	01-Aug
	611
	A English
	£512.98
	Salary/Overtime/Expenses

	01-Aug
	612
	N Winter
	£217.50
	Lengthsman

	01-Aug
	613
	Wychavon DC
	£25.00
	Election costs

	01-Aug
	614
	LMVHC
	£150.00
	Lower Moor Village Hall

	 
	615
	M Hayes
	15.36
	Expenses

	 
	
	 
	£1,347.07
	 


c. To approve the statement of cash reconciliation for  August 2011
The current account opened with a balance of £6,622.93  
Income received from HMRC for £292.19
Cheques to the value of £1347.07 were written out, £15.36 are still to be presented to the bank. 
This left a closing balance of £5568.05 in the current account.
The savings account opened with £15,256.08 received £0.61 interest, giving a closing balance of £15,256.69
As at August 25th 2011 the cash assets for the PC stand at £20,824.74
Clerks expenses to the value of £73.48, this included postage, fuel and stationery.  Overtime to the value of £147.21 incurred due to Studying towards SILCA
d. To approve claims for expenses/overtime
£5.68 Fuel costs
4. It was agreed that the PC would not be getting involved in the Speed Activate Sign as they felt there was no great need for it in the village.  It was however suggested to visit The Springs and ask them to make customers aware that is was a 30 mph limit in the area.
5. County and district councillor report.

CC Tucker reported on the following:-

3.1
Anorobic digester  going to planning on 13 September

3.2
De la Mer, Hill Furze is going in front of the committee on the 13th October

3.3
If the owner of the lands agents agree with Wychavon  then work on flooding could start as early as November 

3.4
Evening and Sunday busses have been cut back

3.5
Change to planning law is biggest concern to Wychavon

6. Clerks report on Urgent Decisions since last meeting.
7. Correspondence for information:  To note the attached appendix of items which have been circulated or will be available for inspection at the meeting.
The meeting closed at 22.17
………………………………………………..(chairman) 

……………………………………………..(date)




M English - Mrs –  Clerk

Public notes

Two members of the public attended the meeting and the following questions were raised.  

The village shop has asked if there is anything the PC can do to help raise awareness of the Shop and Post Office.  Suggestions were that the PC lend support by writing a letter to planning for a sign to be erected...


One member of the public wishes to have chickens and a cockerel on his property. He would like to know if there is any rules not allowing him to do this.  As far as the PC were concerned there would be no problem, however he was advised to contact Wychavon.






ME/September 11

 
 

