
MALVERN WELLS PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of a Meeting of the Planning Committee duly convened and held in 

The Village Hall, Malvern Wells on Wednesday7th December, 2011 commencing at 7.30pm

        Attendance:-

        Councillors:
   P Buchanan (Chairman)



  K Wagstaff
J Black



  B J Knibb 
S Freeman



  A Hull
Mrs C O’Donnell 






  Mrs H Burrage
Mrs A Cheeseman




  Mr D Taverner (Clerk) 
         Apologies recorded: Cllrs M Victory, Mrs A Bradshaw, N Johnson and R Mills. 

1
a) Declarations of Interest for the Meeting and b) Any Changes to be notified to the Register of Interests and Gifts & Hospitality: Cllr O’Donnell declared a prejudicial interest in item 7 – South Worcestershire Development plan (SWDP). Cllr O’ Donnell owns land near to the Upper Welland site which has been included as one of the preferred option development sites in the SWDP. 

2
Minutes of the previous meeting
The Minutes of the Meetings of the Planning Committee held on 10th November, 2011 having been previously circulated, were approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record of that meeting.


3
Matters Arising from the Minutes
 
There were no matters arising from the approved minutes. 

4 
Planning Decision Notices received

The Clerk reported that the following planning notices had been received from Malvern Hills District Council:-
 
(a)Planning application refusal

11/00657/FUL –18 a ,Peachfield Road  


 Erection of 6 two bedroom apartments with associated car parking

 Planning refusal notice issued 29th November, 2011

 (b) Planning Applications approved  


11/0816/FUL- The Chase, 21 Chase Road

       Extension and internal alterations to an existing care home to bring existing
       bedrooms in line with current standards and to provide additional
       accommodation
  
 Approval notice issued 29th November, 2011


11/01254/ HOU-4 Walton Mews

 Erection of a Conservatory



 Approval notice issued 14th November, 2011


11/01323/FUL – 32 Peachfield Road 

 Demolition of existing outbuildings/garage and erection of a new dwelling and 
      erection of two replacement garages

 Approval notice dated 14th November, 2011

11/01367/FUL – 241, Wells Road


Two storey side/rear extension and internal alterations

Approval notice dated 23rd November, 2011

5 
Planning Applications received from Malvern Hills District Council 

The Committee carefully considered the under mentioned applications which had been submitted by Malvern Hills District Council for comment. The Chairman closed the meeting prior to the discussion of each item to allow members of the public present the opportunity to comment on the individual applications listed.

11/01450/FUL – 30a Peachfield Road – Erection of 5 dwellings.

A large number of local residents were in attendance at the meeting and several 


spoke to raise their strong objections to this particular application. The Clerk 


advised that numerous letters of objection had been sent to both the Parish and 


District Councils by parishioners and copies of those letters had been

               posted on the District Council’s planning portal. 

Following consideration of the plans which had been submitted and after taking 


note of the representations which had been received from parishioners the 

               Committee unanimously resolved to register its strong objections to this 


application on the basis of the reasons listed below:-

1. The plans show the end of the bridleway between Fruitlands and the access point as part of the site.  This is not in the ownership of the developer.

2. The ownership of the bridleway should be established before planning permission is granted in order that future use and maintenance is unambiguously defined.

3. Access should be from one end of the site only and bollards put in place to prevent vehicles using the bridleway as a through road.

4. The section of the bridleway to be used for access should be brought up to highways standards and suitably supported to prevent slippage and damage to the properties in Walnut Crescent, as required by the appeal decision.  Ideally, the Council believes that this section should then be adopted by Highways.

5. The width of the access road was determined by the appeal to be wide enough for two cars to pass.  This has not been incorporated into the plans and would require using some of the land marked as Plot 1.

6. The street scene in the outline application showed gaps which allowed views of the hills and this was referred to in the appeal decision.  The current street scene has closed those gaps.

7. Whist the outline permission stated that the size of the houses was not yet determined; we understand that they were to be 4 bedroom dwellings and note that 3 of them are now 5 bedroom.

8. Screening along the boundary with properties on the Fruitlands estate needs to be specified and should consist of appropriate trees to prevent overlooking.

9. The plans need to show that the glazing on windows on the South side of the dwellings will be obscure.

10. The maximum height of the houses was specified by the appeal inspector, but as no details have been given of the heights of the floor slabs for the houses in relation to the existing site and neighbouring properties, it is impossible to determine whether the spirit of this condition has been fulfilled.

11. Drainage remains a major problem.  The outline plans showed storage tanks, and the drainage survey indicated the need for this.  However, the plans show only soakaways which the survey specifically identified as unsuitable for this site.
12.   There is no indication of how sewage disposal is to be connected to existing systems or even whether such systems are large enough to cope with the increased volume of waste.
Whilst some of these issues might be dealt with by planning conditions, the Parish Council
believes that there are so many that this application, in its current form, should be 
rejected. 

The Clerk was asked to write to the District Council to register these objections to the

Application.  

11/01536/HOU  - Mulberry House, 229 Wells Road
Whilst they raised no objections to this application Members wished to see 

planning approval made conditional on the retention of the existing tree screening around 
the parking area at the property.
11/01262/HOU – 60 Old Wyche Road – Erection of a Garden Shed

Members raised no objections to this application          
 6
South Worcestershire Development Plan consultation

The Clerk advised that he had now submitted the agreed response to the SWDP proposals on behalf of the Parish Council and a copy of the submission document had been posted on the Council’s website.

7 
Neighbourhood Plan Working Group
The first meeting of the group had been held on 30th November. Cllrs Buchanan and Hull had been appointed Chairman and Vice Chairman respectively. The Group had set out its terms of reference and an article had been placed in the Wells News inviting public participation in the group.

It had been decided that it would be beneficial to invite a planning officer from the planning policy group at the District Council to attend the next meeting of the group and the Clerk was asked to make the necessary arrangements for this

There being no other business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9 35pm.


------------------------------------------ (Chairman)
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