HARTLEBURY PARISH COUNCIL

The Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Hartlebury Parish Council held at 
7pm on Tuesday 1 May 2012
Present: Cllrs P Holden (Chairman), Mrs J Jones, A Cupper, D Southall, D Stocker, H J Webb, A Bishop, Mrs C Boughton-Thomas, Mrs L Brookes, A Jones, G Howard, R Kirby
In Attendance: Mrs J Hyrons (Clerk), County Cllr M Broomfield
1. Election of Chairman and signing of Declaration of Office: Cllr P Holden was elected Chairman and took the Chair.    He signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.   

2. Apologies: Apologies were accepted from Cllr N Dowty.
3. Election of Vice Chairman: Cllr R Kirby was elected Vice–Chairman and signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office. 

4. Declarations of Interest: 

a: Register of Interests: Councillors were reminded of the need to ensure their register of interest is updated.

b: Personal Interests: None
C: Prejudicial Interests: None

The meeting was adjourned for Public Question Time – see notes appended at the end.
The chairman thanked Cllr Mrs Jenny Jones for her 4 year chairmanship and the clerk Mrs Jo Hyrons for her 6 years service to the Parish Council.

5. Standing Orders:  The Council’s Standing Orders were noted.   

6. Council’s Scheme of Delegation:  Members were appointed to the following:

Finance Committee - Cllrs D Stocker, Mrs J Jones, A Bishop, A Jones
Playing Fields Committee – Cllrs A Cupper, Mrs C Boughton-Thomas, G Howard, Mrs L Brookes

Allotments Committee - Cllrs D Stocker, Mrs C Boughton-Thomas, D Southall, A Bishop, G Howard

The Chairman and Vice-Chairman are expected to attend all Parish Council Committee Meetings.
Parish Hall Management Committee – Following a vote Cllrs A Cupper, A Bishop and H J Webb will sit on this committee
Worcestershire CALC Area Meeting – Cllrs Mrs L Brookes, Mrs J Jones
Hartlebury Museum Society – the Clerk was asked to write to the society asking what their current status is.
Friends of Hartlebury Castle and Hurd Library - Cllr Mrs C Boughton-Thomas
7. Minutes: The minutes of the meeting held on 3rd April 2012 were approved and signed by the chairman.  

8. Reports: 
A: Police: No police personnel attended. The clerk informed Councillors that another parish council had been canvassing to see the level of attendance of West Mercia police at meetings – the clerk responded to them saying that we would prefer to see them at every meeting but they probably only attended half.
The clerk was asked to write to the Safer Roads Partnership requesting speed enforcement on the A4025 following the accident this week.

B. Clerk:
Clerk’s Role: Councillors were introduced to the new clerk – she will take over on 1st June.
Footpaths:  Additional finger posts have been installed. The obstructed footpath by Sandall’s Cottage has been reported to the County Council.
Hartlebury Castle and Preservation Trust: An outline agreement on terms for the sale of Hartlebury Castle to the HCPT has been agreed - detailed terms are to follow then it will go to the Church Commissioners’ Assets Committee for approval plus statutory consultation.
Trading Estate North Gate: Following a survey of their tenants, the owners of the estate have decided not to change the opening times of the gate as requested by the Parish Council. 

Rail Crossing Audible Alarm: Despite a request to the Wychavon planning department that the decibel levels be reduced the only way to try to get this is negotiation with Network Rail.
Old Worcester Road Development:  There was a good attendance at the consultation. Concern was raised by some residents about the connection of the parish council to a website promoted by a leaflet delivered to houses. The Parish Council has no link with this website. 

Councillors discussed at length action to be taken following the consultation. It was resolved that the draft letter to Wychavon’s Policy Manager be sent following input and agreement by all Councillors. The clerk was asked to write to the agent for the land requesting feedback from attendees and whether they will alter their plans in light of the feedback. The possibility of the Parish Council consulting directly with residents, either by questionnaire or by public inquiry, was raised – this will be considered at a later date.
Post Office Noticeboard: The clerk will apply for planning permission on the grass on the other side of Inn Lane to the post office (subject to permission from Highways).

Infrastructure Limitations to Additional Development: A letter was sent to Wychavon focussing on the infra-structure limitations as an additional submission to the South Worcestershire Joint Core Strategy. If any changes are made to our housing allocation we will be consulted – otherwise objections would have to be raised with the Inspector.
C: County Councillor: Cllr Broomfield reported that the incinerator decision has been postponed to July. This is due to consultation on the National Planning Policy Framework.
He has some money to spend on daffodil planting in his parishes – Councillors were pleased to accept the offer.

Cllr Broomfield agreed to ask the County Council to update the Worcs Advisory Lorry Route.

D: District Councillor: Cllr Dowty was unable to attend due to Wychavon commitments. His report stated that he is currently working to secure broadband funding. Ombersley may agree to share the use and cost of a vehicle activated sign. Following representation from the parish council a “slow down” has been located between the Crown Lane roundabout and the entrance to Waresley Park.

8. Finance: Payments totaling £4,323 were approved and passed for payment.
9. Neighbourhood Plans: It was agreed that Councillors will further research the benefits or otherwise of Neighbourhood Plans including looking at those that other parishes have produced.  It was acknowledged that it would require a lot of effort and resource but it could be of benefit for responding to future development in the village.
10. New Homes Bonus: Due to time constraints it was agreed that this agenda item would be postponed until the next meeting. 
11. Localism: It was agreed that Councillors should complete an individual “Think Local” questionnaire if they wish to but the Parish Council will wait until the Localism Road show before responding as a body.
12. Wychavon Bursary: It was resolved that we will participate in the refreshed “Wychavon Bursary Award” in honour of the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee for a one off donation of £50.

13. Hartlebury Parish Hall: The P.C representatives on the Management Committee agreed to provide a regular report on the future development of the parish hall (eg: future projects and possible funding). This was requested so Councillors could consider future allocation of the New Homes Bonus.
14. Railway Crossing: The clerk was asked to write to Network Rail with safety and security concerns of the crossing (eg: exposed cables).
15. Correspondence:  The correspondence issued with the agenda was noted.  
16. Councillors’ Reports and Items for Future Agenda:
Newspaper articles wrongly stating information regarding the costs and health issues of the proposed incinerator – for next agenda

Proposed additional housing – to remain on future agendas.
17. Date of Next Meeting: Tuesday 12 June 2012 at 7pm at Hartlebury Parish Hall.

The meeting closed at 9.30pm
Signed ……………………………………(Chairman)        Dated ……………………………

Notes from Public Question Time

Five residents attended.  They were interested to know what the Parish Council’s view is of additional development on the Old Worcester Road following the consultation in April. This was discussed in the Clerk’s report but the Chairman reiterated that the Council has consistently made it clear that the current infra-structure won’t support additional housing. Likewise it will not support development in the green belt (ie: at Waresley Park).

The residents raised issues about the location and types of houses in relation to current housing on Old Forge Gardens and Talbot Close – especially the density of properties, some only 1m apart.

One resident raised concerns about the quality of officers attending consultations – most not having all the information that the public ask for. Whilst it was acknowledged that this particular consultation was privately held and therefore did not involve District or Council officers, Cllr Broomfield agreed to feed this back to the County Council for future reference.

Cllr Broomfield advised the Parish Council that they could hold a Public Meeting regarding the Old Worcester Road development where officers could be asked to attend. This was noted by the Chairman.
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