HARTLEBURY PARISH COUNCIL

The Minutes of the Meeting of Hartlebury Parish Council held at 

7pm on Tuesday 8 August 2012
Present: Cllrs P Holden (Chairman), R Kirby (Vice Chairman), D Stocker, H J Webb, A Bishop, A Cupper, D Southall,  Mrs C Boughton-Thomas, Mrs J Jones, Mrs L Brookes,  A Jones, G Howard                                  In Attendance: Ms B Lee (Clerk)
1.  Apologies: Apologies were accepted from County Cllr Broomfield and District Cllr Dowty.
2. Declarations of Interest: None declared.

The meeting was adjourned for Public Question Time – see notes appended at the end

The Chairman proposed that a discussion relating to the new Code of Conduct be held in Closed Session. This was seconded by Cllr J Jones and Councillors and Clerk adjourned to the small Meeting Room for a short period of time.
4.  Minutes The minutes of the meeting held 3 July 2012 were approved.
5.  Progress Reports: 

a) Police Report Apologies were received from PC Tony Carter and CSO Andrea Leslie.  Sixteen incidents in the Parish between 09/07/12-04/08/12 were logged – mainly thefts/criminal damage. A duffle bag found on Waresley Park has been taken to Droitwich Police Station.
While Councillors were disappointed at the lack of police attendance and they hope it will take place next month, they are mindful that the police are limited by available time/resources.
b) Clerk’s Report: Members noted that: 

Public Meeting with County Councillor Anthony Blagg 10-09-12 has been confirmed.  Notices will be placed in the two Notice Boards, the Post Office, Parish Magazine and website.  
b) Clerk’s Progress Report  Public Meeting with County Councillor Anthony Blagg  Cllr Blagg has confirmed his attendance, with a representative, at the meeting arranged for Monday, 10th 
Declarations of Interest and New Code of Conduct - Now collated and despatched to Wychavon DC for publication on the WDC website.

Village Green Registration: The Village Hall 2005 lease has been located and registration progressing.
WI / Gardening Club: Planting of the black pear tree and flowering shrub to take place.

Post Office Noticeboard: The licence has been received for the new noticeboard to be sited near the end of Inn Lane.
Signal Box Network Rail has turned down the Parish Council’s request to save the signal box. It is not feasible to relocate it at the Parish Council’s cost. A proposal that, after the box has been demolished, the land be used for additional car parking was made and the Clerk will contact London Midland. 
303 Bus Service (Hartlebury) The First Group have not ruled out the possibility of selling their Kidderminster bus operation, but, at the moment, they are not releasing any information. 
Overhanging hedge, Inn Lane:  This has been reported to Highways for action.
c) District Councillor’s Report Cllr Dowty provided a report via email as he was away on holiday:  Waresley Park planning application:  Cllr Dowty has declared a prejudicial interest in this application.  Cllr Peter Tomlinson, DC for Ombersley will be speaking for him at the September planning meeting.  Incinerator: A meeting is to be held later this month with the County Council, also attended by Cllr Tony Miller, DC for Elmley Lovett. A report will be made at the next meeting. Waste & Minerals Policy (SWDP):  This has been totally rewritten as a result of his intervention and a revised policy is now available for consultation. Highways Department, WCC: As member of WDC’s Overview & Scrutiny Committee, a briefing session with Highways to gain better knowledge of their role/work is proposed. Parish Newsletter:  Cllr Dowty would like to include a District Councillor section, if/when this goes ahead.

d) County Councillor’s Report - none (due to holiday)
e) Parish Hall Management Committee: The Parish Hall Management Committee Chairman stated that compensation outstanding and reported at the previous meeting had now been paid in full and the matter was now closed. Any distress caused to the families involved due to their inability to respond to comments he had made at that meeting was regretted. The film shows held in the Village Hall on 14th July went well and thanks were expressed to those who had given freely of their time and resources. 
f) Finance Committee: A meeting was held before the PC Meeting to discuss reinvestment of £10k, previously held in a two-year fixed-interest bond with HSBC. Approval was given to reinvestment with Scottish Widows. The Clerk will progress this.
6. Finance: Payments totalling £1,693.92 were approved. The Clerk was asked to ensure that details of amounts are included in future Agendas.
7. Incinerator: The Chairman reported on the Secretary of State’s decision to approve the scheme and the implications re: PFI as well as the potential impact of the hospital closure programme.  Disappointment in the decision was expressed. A report, on behalf of WAIL, was made updating action taken by the group. Legal opinion has been sought as to whether there are sufficient grounds for a judicial review. The impact on the local community, effect on property values, compensation, reduction in Council Tax, are all issues included in the legal Counsel remit. It was proposed and unanimously agreed that a Public Meeting be held before Cllr Blagg’s visit (10th Sept), to enable all information obtained to be reported and discussed, including health/costing issues. Thanks were expressed to WAIL and all the people who have given up their time to help with the campaign. The Chairman has written to all Parish Councils in Herefordshire & Worcestershire, enclosing an information leaflet advising action that PC’s and local communities can still take to oppose the decision.  
8. Old Worcester Road Development - The Chairman reported that a meeting has been arranged with Chris Hemming of Rhys Davies Ltd.  He will meet a small group of Councillors on 14th August and this will be reported back to the PC September meeting.  Members commented on the suggestion that a request be made to Rhys Davies for their plans to include a doctor’s surgery.  
9. Neighbourhood Plans - A meeting is to be planned for September to progress this and to encompass the opinions of as many sectors of the parish as possible, including local businesses, schools, etc.
10. Broadband Response for Hartlebury - WCC need completed survey forms by 2nd September, 2012 in order to register Hartlebury’s bid for faster Broadband and demonstrate the extent of demand. It was agreed that the forms will be distributed and circulated via Councillors and volunteers and the Clerk will progress this.

11.  Vehicle Activated Speeding (VAS) Moveable Sign - 

a) The Clerk reported that from quotes obtained, the preferred supplier was Westcotec, who are approved by  WCC at a total cost of £3,150. Ombersley PC wishes to retain their own sign as they have need for its full-time use.  
b)  An offer of funding has been received from Biffa/Wienerberger who said they wish to help the village to control and reduce excessive speeds on local roads. The offer was gratefully accepted by Members and thanks were extended to the two companies. The Clerk will progress this.
12. Inaugural Biffa/Wienerberger Liaison Meeting – A verbal report was made on the meeting attended by six Councillors on 12 July 2012.  A request was made for minutes of the meeting to be circulated to all Councillors and Cllr Kirby agreed to liaise with the Clerk to action this.
13.  Parish Newsletter - Queries relating the need for a newsletter were discussed.  A majority decision was made to progress the proposal, as it will provide a different function to the Parish Magazine and enable explanations for PC decisions, etc.  
14. Power Cuts - Although these have lessened, they are still taking place. The Clerk was asked to contact Western Power and seek an explanation. 
Correspondence for Information: Noted, as per list.  

Councillors’ Reports and Items for Future Agenda
1. The status of the Tennis Club (ref Min.12, 03/07/12) was queried.  The Club’s representative (G. Small) is on holiday on present and has agreed to attend the next PC meeting.
2. The WDC Enforcement Officer has been asked to investigate an unsightly storage unit which has appeared on land between Lincomb Lane and the A4025.  

3. A complaint has been received regarding the overgrown footpath running between Inn Lane and the back of Quarry Bank and unauthorised signs have been placed on Whitlenge Lane. The Lengthsman will be asked to rectify these on his return from holiday.

4. Activity has been noted at the Roberts’ property along Whitlenge Lane which could require enforcement intervention.

5. Cllr Southall asked that an acorn sapling be planted at the Mitre Oak.  
 Date of Next Meeting: Tuesday 4 September 2012 at 7pm at Hartlebury Parish Hall.
The meeting closed at 9.30pm

Signed ……………………………………(Chairman)        Dated ……………………………
NOTES FROM PUBLIC QUESTION TIME
Twenty seven members of the public attended the meeting.  The following issues were raised:

Network Rail:  Comments re a proposal to make Hartlebury Railway Station a ‘request only’ stop were requested. The Clerk will investigate and report to the next meeting.  
Notice Board – Mare & Colt vicinity:  A request was made for a notice board to be placed near the end of Stanklyn Lane. The Parish Council will consider this and the Clerk will check for a suitable location.

Property Rateable Values: Concern was expressed at the affect on house values etc due to the incinerator decision and MP Peter Luff’s article. The Chairman confirmed that this will be taken up with County Cllr Broomfield and District Cllr Dowty and WCC/WDC comments obtained.

Impact on the Village: Cllrs were asked what action was to be taken regarding all the accumulated issues affecting the village.  The Chairman confirmed that a Parish Plan is to be prepared, taking into account all proposals for Hartlebury’s future. A sub-group is to be formed to take this forward and it is hoped that an initial meeting will take place during September. County Cllr Anthony Blagg has been invited to a Public Meeting to be held on 10th September at 7.30pm to answer questions on the incinerator, etc.  A resident commented that all issues should be co-ordinated, including Old Worcs Road development. Waresley Park– Noise: Unacceptable and ongoing noise during the evening was reported. The Chairman said that he has previously had dialogue with the Trading Estate Managers, but the actual source of it has not yet been established. (Reported later in the meeting that Network Rail are undertaking some evening work over the next couple of weeks for which they offered apologies, but it is not known if this relates to the noise now reported.) Vehicles Speeding: A resident reported that waste lorries are speeding down Old Worcester Road into Station Road and this traffic is likely to increase due to the incinerator. There is also speeding on Quarry Bank and at the junction at the top of the Old Worcester Road/A449 there have been numerous accidents. The Parish Council were asked to support the community on this issue. (see Minute ref 11 above). Planning Training for Councillors: A query was raised re the amount of training Parish Councillors receive. It was confirmed that courses are put on periodically by Wychavon DC and CALC which Councillors attend; on-going training courses on current issues are notified and attendance is encouraged.  
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