West Malvern Parish Council

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 

Monday 9th January 2012 in the Fisher Hall, West Malvern at 7.30pm.
Present

Cllrs. Mr W Shearer (Chairman), Mrs M Brown, Mrs J Burford, Mrs E Harnden, Mrs JM Roberts.
In Attendance
Mr C Rouse (Malvern Hills Conservators); Mr D Sharp (Clerk) and two members of the public.
Before the meeting a member of the public requested that the Parish Council undertake a full financial risk assessment before proceeding with the acquisition of the freehold of the village hall.  

01/12 Apologies

To consider acceptance of apologies for absence from Councillors: Cllr. Mr S Allison (accepted).  Also County Cllr. Mrs Beverley Nielson and District Cllrs. Mrs Luna Deller & Prof J Raine. 
02/12 Declarations of Interest & Changes to be Notified to the Register of Interests

Cllrs. Brown and Shearer declared prejudicial interests in agenda 10 (planning application 11/01642/HEX) and Cllr. Harnden declared a personal interest in agenda item 10 since she was an allotment holder.  
03/12 Reports from other representatives
Mr Chris Rouse (Malvern Hills Conservators) had no report to make.
04/12 Minutes
To consider for adoption the minutes of the last Parish Council meeting:  The minutes of the meeting held on 12th December were unanimously approved and signed by the Chairman.
05/12 Progress Reports and other matters arising from the minutes

Gas Lamps: A member of the contractor’s staff reported that it was hoped that the remaining five lamps would be completed by the end of January.  It was agreed to write to the residents who had acted as monitors over the past few years thanking them for their help and requesting that they continue to report any unusual activity.
Details were also given about the ‘Energy Tracers’ scheme whereby residents were able to obtain a detailed report on the energy loss of their property. 
06/12 Playing Fields
Matters for report and consideration: A resident had requested that the Parish Council help to maintain a circular metal seat that was near the playground.  This was agreed.
A working party had been arranged for 14th January to thin the ash trees on the bank above the lower field.
07/12 Diamond Jubilee

To review options to mark the event:  The Clerk confirmed that a meeting had been arranged for interested residents to discuss options at 7pm on Thursday 12th January in the Brewers Arms.  A decision on whether to produce a commemorative mug or glass would be discussed at that meeting.
08/12 Allotments & Community Woodland

The Clerk reported that new posts would be added to the existing fence bordering the woodland once the frosty weather was over.  There were no plans to increase allotment rents this year.
A decision on the size of tree to plant in the woodland for the outgoing tree wardens would be decided at the next meeting.

09/12 Highways and Footpaths

The Clerk was to report the poor state of the section of Croft Bank which lay in Herefordshire.  
10/12 Planning
The following applications were considered:
	Application No
	From
	Details

	11/01372/HOU
	John Arthur

Cedar Lodge, West Malvern Road
	Single storey extension to north elevation and single elevation to south elevation

	11/01638/HOU
	Mr P Farrer

The Bank House, Westminster Bank
	Single storey front extension and decking area

	11/01642/HEX
	Mr Robert Blatchford

230a West Malvern Road
	Extension of time limit to commence development on application 09/000034/FUL proposed vehicular access


11/01372/HOU – It was agreed to recommend this application for approval

11/01638/HOU – It was agreed to defer a decision until councillors had studied the plans further
11/01642/HEX – It was agreed to recommend this application for refusal citing the same grounds as the original ‘The Parish Council believes that the proposed access is unacceptable due to the necessary loss of several on road parking spaces and also dangerous since ingress and egress would be difficult with restricted visibility’
11/12 Finance
i. To consider payment of invoices presented: The following payments were approved: 
	From/Due to
	Date
	Amount
	Details

	J Moore
	21/12
	£208.00
	Lengthman Fees (Dec)

	Severn Trent Water
	12/12
	£516.87
	Allotment Water

	Malvern Town Council
	30/12
	£47.58
	Grass Cutting

	West Malvern Village Hall
	03/01
	£36.00
	Rent

	Travis Perkins
	06/01
	£26.58
	Allotment Pegs

	MHDC
	09/01
	£1,002.00
	Gas Charges (Apr-Sep)

	HM Revenue & Customs
	-
	£235.00
	PAYE (Oct-Dec)

	DA Sharp
	09/12
	£313.28
	Clerk’s Fees (£391.48 gross SP25)

	
	TOTAL
	£2,385.31
	


After these payments are made bank balances will be as follows:

	Savings Account B/F
	£8,694.72
	
	Community Account B/F
	£1,406.24

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	WCC Lengthman (Nov)
	£208.00

	
	
	
	WestFest (Grant)
	£500.00

	
	
	
	January Payments
	(£2,385.31)

	Savings Account C/F
	£8,694.72
	
	Community Account C/F
	(£271.07)


The Clerk was to transfer £4,237.50 from reserves, being the sum the council had agreed to expend on the refurbishment of the gas lamps.

ii. To consider the budget for 2012/13 and agree a precept: The budget was discussed and agreed and a precept of £16,750 was to be requested.
12/12 Correspondence

To consider the following correspondence previously circulated:
Circulated 20/12/11

	FROM
	
	SUBJECT

	CPRE
	
	Field Work 

	CPRE
	
	Planning Explained


13/12
 Councillors’ items for Report

To report information and raise items for future consideration:  Nothing further was discussed.
14/12 Next Meeting
The date of the next Parish Council Meeting was confirmed as Monday 13th February 2012 at 7.30pm. in the Village Hall.
There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.30 pm.
