West Malvern Parish Council

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 

Monday 13th February 2012 in the Fisher Hall, West Malvern at 7.30pm.
Present

Cllrs. Mr W Shearer (Chairman), Mr S Allison, Mrs M Brown, Mrs J Burford, Mrs E Harnden, 
In Attendance

County Cllr. Mr B Nielson, District Cllr. Prof. J Raine, Mr C Rouse & Mr I Rowat (Malvern Hills Conservators); Mr D Sharp (Clerk).
Before the meeting Mr Rowat, the outgoing Director of The Malvern Hills Conservators, thanked the council for all its support and help during his tenure in office.  

15/12 Apologies

To consider acceptance of apologies for absence from Councillors: Cllr. Mrs JM Roberts (accepted).  Also District Cllr. Mrs Luna Deller. 
16/12 Declarations of Interest & Changes to be Notified to the Register of Interests

Cllr. Harnden declared a personal interest in agenda item 9 since she was an allotment holder.  
17/12 Reports from other representatives
County Cllr. Mrs Beverley Nielson reported that she had £10,000 at her disposal to donate to local organisations.  She had already allocated some to a community garden and also an arts initiative.  Following a meeting with residents, Cllr. Shearer and the Clerk it had been agreed not to recommend any charge in parking arrangements on the West Malvern Road near the Lower Dingle.  She was also actively engaged in promoting design and innovation in schools and colleges.

District Cllr. Prof. John Raine reported on an initiative to improve community transport.  Data was currently being collected on patterns of movement and he would report back on progress.  Both District Councillors had been allocated £1000 to donate to local organisations.   

Mr Chris Rouse (Malvern Hills Conservators) reported that brush was being removed from local quarries and that the new Director was to be appointed from the current shortlist of six applicants.
18/12 Minutes
To consider for adoption the minutes of the last Parish Council meeting:  The minutes of the meeting held on 9th January were unanimously approved and signed by the Chairman.
19/12 Progress Reports and other matters arising from the minutes

Village Hall: The Clerk and Chairman had attended a meeting with the Village Hall committee to try to resolve the ongoing problem concerning the freehold of the property.  Certain investigations were ongoing regarding the Diocesan Registrar’s claim for past expenses and enquiries had shown that no title deeds had been registered with the land registry.  A further meeting was to be held on Monday 27th February at 7pm.  
20/12 Gas Lamps

To review refurbishment work and to consider gas supply options from April 2012: Five lamps were still to be reinstated and several of those already in place were not working regularly.  The contractor was aware of the problems and it was hoped that they could be rectified.  At a recent meeting with Malvern Town Council and Malvern Wells Parish Council it had been agreed to renegotiate the supply contract utilising the new improved gas usage data.

21/12 Playing Fields

Matters for report and consideration: The Clerk reported on the delay in obtaining S106 funding from MHDC for the replacement seesaw.  

A working group had cut back many of the ash saplings on the playing fields and Chris Rouse had kindly mown the area.

22/12 Diamond Jubilee 
To review options to mark the event and to consider recommendations from the working group: The working group that had met on 12th January had recommended that 500 commemorative mugs be purchased to distribute to local children and the remainder to be sold.  Mary Vivien was producing the art work and the final design was to be agreed at the next meeting on 16th February.  The Parish Council ratified these suggestions and the Clerk was to order and pay for the mugs once the final decisions had been made.
It had been suggested that the events takes place on Monday 4th June and many ideas had been discussed on how best to celebrate the occasion.  Further details to follow next month.

23/12 Allotments & Community Woodland

To consider planting schedule for commemorative oak: It was agreed that a 6/8 foot specimen be purchased.  The Chairman was to discuss the site with the tree wardens.

Cllr. Harnden had met with members of the Colwall Orchard Group who suggested pruning of the allotment damson trees should take place in July.  In the mean time it was agreed that a working party would remove suckers in early March. 

24/12 Highways and Footpaths

Matters for report and consideration: Concerns had been raised by a resident over the declining state of the notice board by the West Malvern Tap.  The Clerk had made some repairs and the situation was to be monitored. 
It was noted that the West Malvern Road footway to Brockhill Road had been resurfaced.

25/12 Planning

i. The following applications were considered: 

	Application No
	From
	Details

	11/01372/HOU
	John Arthur

Cedar Lodge, West Malvern Road
	Single storey extension to north elevation and single elevation to south elevation

	11/01612/HOU
	Mr & Mrs P Chappell

Whitebeams, 6 Mathon Road
	Loft conversion and creation of two associated dormer windows.  Internal alterations


11/01372/HOU – It was agreed to recommend this application for approval
11/01612/HOU – It was agreed to recommend this application for approval subject to a satisfactory bat survey.
ii. The response to the following application which had been submitted between meetings was ratified:

	Application No
	From
	Details

	11/01638/HOU
	Mr P Farrer

The Bank House, Westminster Bank
	Single storey front extension and decking area


11/01638/HOU – It was agreed to recommend this application for refusal – ‘The extension would overlook neighbouring properties due to its elevated position and is unsympathetic with the design of neighbouring buildings.’

26/12 Finance
i. To consider payment of invoices presented: The following payments were approved: 
	From/Due to
	Date
	Amount
	Details

	J Moore
	26/01
	£104.00
	Lengthman Fees (Jan)

	Sight Design
	28/12
	£10,565.50
	Gas Lamp Refurbishment

	Stan Creamer
	31/01
	£40.00
	Bus Shelter Cleaning

	DA Sharp
	13/02
	£313.08
	Clerk’s Fees (£391.48 gross SP25)

	
	TOTAL
	£11,022.58
	


After these payments are made bank balances will be as follows:

	Savings Account B/F
	£8,694.72
	
	Community Account B/F
	(£271.07)

	
	
	
	MHDC Gas Lamp Grant
	£10,565.50

	Interest
	£1.74
	
	WCC Lengthman (Dec)
	£208.00

	
	
	
	HM Revenue & Customs VAT
	£6,443.95

	
	
	
	Allotment Rents
	£467.82

	
	
	
	February Payments
	(£11,022.58)

	Savings Account C/F
	£8,696.46
	
	Community Account C/F
	£6,391.62


27/12 Correspondence

To consider the following correspondence previously circulated:
Circulated 28/01/12

	FROM
	
	SUBJECT

	CPRE
	
	Field Work 

	CPRE
	
	Planning Explained

	CPRE
	
	A Guide to Neighbourhood Planning

	Malvern Hills Conservators
	
	Annual Report

	West Mercia Police
	
	Consultation

	CAB
	
	Letter Of Thanks

	WCC
	
	7th Parish Conference (Localism)

	WCC
	*
	Budget Consultation

	MHDC
	*
	Overview & Scrutiny Programme

	MHDC
	*
	Localism

	MHDC
	*
	Planning Forum

	MHDC
	*
	Sustainable Development Fund

	Malvern Hills Conservators
	*
	Grass Cutting Schedule


* By Email
28/12
 Councillors’ items for Report

To report information and raise items for future consideration:  Nothing further was discussed.
29/12 Next Meeting
The date of the next Parish Council Meeting was confirmed as Monday 12th March 2012 at 7.30pm. in the Village Hall.
There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.30 pm.
