

LEIGH AND BRANSFORD PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of Leigh and Bransford Parish Council held at Leigh and Bransford Memorial Hall at 7.30pm on Tuesday 22nd November 2011. 

Present:           
Mr J Sharp (chairman)


Mr M Gloster






Mr S Seymour



Mr R Husband


Mrs M Cooke



Mr B Porter


Mr G Jones



Mr B Tasker


Mr P Hawkins



2 members of the public


District Councillor – Mr A Warburton (part meeting)



County Councillor – Mr C Smith (part meeting)

1.    WELCOME AND APOLOGIES
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting. Apologies were received from Mr J Burton, Mr P Miller and Mr D Hughes
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND CHANGES TO THE REGISTER OF INTERESTS
a) Mr J Sharp declared an interest in planning application 11/000066/CM – Brookend Kennels

b) There were no changes to the register of interests.

3. OPEN FORUM

The meeting was closed at this point to allow the public present to speak
Planning Application 11/000066/CM – Pet Crematoria, Brook End House.

A representative of the residents close to Brook End House addressed the parish council, raising the following concerns:

· The applicant is already advertising this service on their website

· The application is against County Council policy in that it should not be located in a rural or residential area. 

· The application is against MHDC policy DS1. Whilst WCC defended this policy at the time of the last application, the District Council did not.
· Local need for the facility has not been proven – as it was not at the time of the last application. There are insufficient local vets to support the facility; hence carcasses will need to be brought in from other areas.

It was noted that whilst the intention had initially been to petition locally against the facility, people from other parts of the parish have also asked to be included as they can hear noise from the kennels.
Mr Williamson also produced a written statement, objecting to the application on the basis that there is no demonstrable local need, as required under policy DS1, Section C and policy WD2 of the Worcestershire County Structure Plan. 
The chairman thanked the two members of the public and the meeting was re-opened.
4. TO RECEIVE THE REPORT OF THE LOCAL POLICING OFFICER
A letter had been received stating that in future a police representative would only attend parish council annual meetings unless a serious incident had taken place which warranted police representation.
The chairman read out a report received from the local policing officer, highlighting the launch of the non emergency 101 contact number. Notices advising of this will be placed on the parish council notice boards.
5.
TO RECEIVE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETINGS HELD ON 27th SEPTEMBER 2011 

Having previously been circulated the minutes were confirmed and signed by the Chairman. 

6.
TO RECEIVE THE REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES OF OTHER BODIES
a) Worcestershire County Council – Cllr Clive Smith

· Kiln Lane – Dropped Kerb is to be realigned and replaced.

· Car Park and Lay-by at Leigh & Bransford Primary School – A meeting will be held when all those involved can be brought together.

· Planning Application for Pet Crematorium – Application is basically the same as that previously submitted and he will continue to oppose it.

· VAS sign – has been ordered.

Concern was expressed over the length of time it is taking WCC officers to respond to Cllr Smith’s request for a meeting. The chairman suggested approaching Mr Sharp (Highways Dept) and if there is still no action, to write to the chief executive. He noted that the owner of the lay-by and adjacent land were prepared to sell it to the school. The school will be responsible for the cost of the feasibility study, though he thought there must be WCC highways personnel able to carry it out. He noted that whilst s106 funding is unlikely to be available, other funding may be, though planning permission must be obtained first.
b) Malvern Hills District Council – Cllr Anthony Warburton
· As previously stated, senior management at MHDC is being reduced by two.
· SWDP – The deadline for comment has been extended by one week. He outlined his objections to the plan, noting that the development is for the benefit of Worcester at the expense of Malvern and was all at one location. The comments will be collated and a decision taken by the council in the spring.
The flood of planning applications for solar PV cells was raised, the point being made that such an alteration does not require planning permission. Cllr Warburton confirmed that MHDC planning officers are advising applicants as such.

Cllrs Warburton and Smith left the meeting at this point.
7.
PLANNING

Cllr Seymour took the chair for this section of the meeting.

a) Minutes of the planning committee meeting held on Tuesday 25th October

Having previously been circulated, the minutes were accepted and signed.


b) Planning applications received.
	L&B ref  
	MHDC ref
	Application Details
	Location 
	PC Response
	Summary of reasoning

	510
	11/000066/CM
	Change of use of part of kennels to pet crematoria and associated erection of small scale animal carcass incinerator

	Brook End House

Stocks Lane

Leigh Sinton

Malvern

WR13 5DY
	Objection
	See note 1 below

	511
	11/01331/HOU
	Single and two storey extension to east elevation
	Hopton Cottage

Hopton Lane

Alfrick

WR6 5HP
	No Objection
	n/a

	512
	11/01491/FUL
	Installation of solar photovoltaic cells on roof of office block (retrospective)
	The Fold

New House Farm

Bransford

WR6 5JB
	No Objection
	n/a

	513
	11/01425/FUL
	Proposed gated lambing and farrowing pens
	Springbrook Farm

Lower Interfields

Malvern

WR14 1UU

	No Objection
	n/a

	514
	11/01465/HOU
	Installation of solar pv panels on existing garage roof
	Aspendale

Leigh, Worcs

WR6 5LD
	No Objection
	n/a

	515
	11/000062/REG3
	Installation of a roof mounted photovoltaic (PV) panel system
	Leigh & Bransford Primary School

Hoopers Close

Leigh Sinton

WR13 5DX
	No Objection
	n/a

	516
	11/01411/FUL
	Erection of 58 dwelling houses and public open space
	North Site Phase 7

Leigh Sinton Road

Malvern

Worcs
	
	Application noted. The impact of North site development on levels of congestion at the B4503/A4103 junction to be monitored.


Note 1.
The Parish Council object to this application based upon the view that no significant evidence has been provided that there is a demonstrable local need as required under Policy DS1, section C and Policy WD2 of the Worcestershire County Structure Plan. The application was refused two years ago and the appeal dismissed. The parish council could see no new evidence to change their view previously given.
c) To receive updates on matters arising in previous planning minutes


1. Parish Council response to SWDP consultation. 


- The response submitted had been circulated and was approved.

2. Proliferation of advertising signs at Bransford roundabout


- Cllr Porter highlighted the distraction to motorists caused by the proliferation of signs at Bransford roundabout, noting that they were rarely taken down. The chairman suggested that anyone seeing a sign still up after an event has taken place should take it down.


3. Letter from Mr Johnson – sale of property on Stocks Lane


- The letter was noted but the point made that until a planning application is submitted, no comment can be made.

d) Planning decisions received from MHDC.


11/00866/FUL

Island Barn – Refused at Appeal


11/01199/FUL

Biffa – Approved


11/01313/FUL

Elm Hurst Farm – Approved

e)  Request for advance signage for The Fold

Mr Tooby to be advised to submit a planning application for the required signage.

Cllr Sharp noted the approach that had been made to the parish council regarding potential development at Kiln Lane. He confirmed that he and Cllr Seymour had considered the request and had responded that the parish council will not support any development within the significant gap.

8.
TO RECEIVE UPDATES ON MATTERS ARISING IN PREVIOUS MINUTES


a) Highways Matters



 
1) Progress on items identified for further action during tour of the parish with the Highways 

Liaison 
engineer.



-      Hope Pole Green – works order has been issued – work not yet carried out.
· Stocks Lane, School warning signs – There are flashing signs in place at the school but they are not operating. The Headteacher believes that the lights are operated remotely. The clerk to contact Highways requesting that the bulbs be replaced.

· Dingle Lane/Brockamin Lane, Flooding problem – requested cleaning & jetting of gullies and drains – no progress
· Dingle Lane/Brockamin – poor carriageway – inspection of carriageway requested – no progress
· The Engine House, Leigh – edge of road breaking up – inspection requested – no progress
· Drainage problems along Brockamin Lane, entering Bransford from Leigh direction – maintenance unit notified – no progress
The clerk to follow up items where work has not been carried out.

   2) Dangerous turning – Clewer Croft



The area had been monitored by the police who had advised contacting the residents regarding 

the on street/on road parking. The councillors living locally to keep an eye on the situation.


3) Possible locations for VAS sign


Cllrs Seymour and Cooke have started looking at this matter and it was suggested a working 

group with representatives from all parts of the parish be formed. The group to comprise Cllrs 

Seymour, Cooke, Porter, Jones and Sharp.



3) Speeding on Suckley Road and Bransford A4103


Cllr Cooke noted that authorisation had now been received for special constables to undertake 

this role.


4) Grit bin Post Office Lane


The grit bin is now in place and a stock of additional grit is being stored at Leigh Court Farm.


5) Reflective warning sign – culvert by Croft House – provided


6) Overgrown hedge – Sherridge Road – Cllr Miller is following the matter up.


It was noted that the hedge along the whole stretch of Lower Howsell Road from the junction is 

very overgrown and needs cutting back – the clerk to report.


b) Bransford Flooding

The post blocking the culvert has been reported and Bob Hughes of MHDC has met with the 
Lengthsman at the site. The clerk to contact Mr Rolls to ascertain the current situation re the flooding 
works.


c) Play area and lay-by development – Leigh Sinton Primary School – already discussed under item 6a.

d) Stray dog roaming on A4103 – The dog has been seen out despite the owner being asked to keep him 
in. The matter to be monitored and brought forward to the next meeting.

e) Maintenance of the Bank House Island flower beds - The Lengthsman has started work to clear the 
site.


f) Completion of agreed works at Bank House site

 The enforcement officer, Mr Clements has confirmed that the work is outstanding and is awaiting a 
response from the Bank House
9.
TO DISCUSS THE BUDGET AND PRECEPT FOR 2012/13

Expenditure figures for the year to date and projected figures for the year had been circulated. Matters 
requiring expenditure were discussed, including grants and grounds maintenance work at Kiln Lane.


Cllr Seymour proposed that the precept remained at the 2011/12 figure of £19408. Cllr Tasker seconded 
and the motion was carried 8 votes for, non against, with one abstention.
10.
TO REVIEW AND APPROVE PARISH COUNCIL PROCEDURES 

The following procedures had been circulated for consideration and were approved as follows:

· Press and media policy – proposed by Cllr Seymour, seconded Cllr Tasker, carried unanimously

· Grievance procedure – proposed by Cllr Seymour, seconded by Cllr Husband, carried unanimously

· Freedom of Information Act – Proposed by Cllr Husband, seconded by Cllr Jones, carried unanimously.

· Financial Regulations – Proposed by Cllr Husband, seconded by Cllr Jones, carried unanimously.

· Disciplinary and dismissal procedure – proposed by Cllr Seymour, seconded by Cllr Husband, carried unanimously.

· Complaints procedure – proposed by Cllr Tasker, seconded by Cllr Seymour, carried unanimously.

The chairman thanked the policies and procedures working group, particularly Mr Les Williamson, for the work they had done. Mr Williamson noted that the Development Control Policy is still to follow.
11.
TO CONSIDER GRANTS MADE BY THE PARISH COUNCIL

The grant of £500 to the church towards the cost of repairing a wall was approved following 
confirmation from the church that the remaining money required for the job had been raised.


No decision could be made regarding the grant to the Memorial Hall since the requested accounts have 
still not been forthcoming. The clerk to write to Memorial Hall committee stating that the grant money is 
available and requesting that a representative attend the next parish council meeting with a set of 
accounts to discuss.
12.
TO CONSIDER UPDATING THE PARISH PLAN

The current plan runs from 2006 – 2011 so is now becoming out of date and the importance of having a 
plan in place in the current development climate was discussed. A letter from planners, Boughton Butler, 
was read out and possible methods of gathering information were discussed. It was decided that a 
working group comprising Cllr Cooke (lead), Cllr Tasker, Cllr Seymour & Cllr Jones be formed to 
report back to the next meeting with initial ideas.
13.
FINANCE

a)
Accounts paid and received

Accounts Paid





     £
BGS – Lengthsman September



176.00

BGS – Lengthsman October




203.50

PA Gardiner – Grass cutting October



34.00

J Barker – reimbursement for printer



45.94

J Barker – Clerk October




447.94



Accounts received

2nd ½ precept






9704.00

Lengthsman – April – August




888.25

Wayleave






14.06


b)
Accounts passed for payment

St Edburga’s, Leigh – Grant




500.00
14. 
TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES & WORKING GROUPS

a. Affordable Housing Group 

The chairman reported that the developers and planners had taken on board the comments and 
suggestions made by the parish council and will report back within the next couple of weeks with 
updated plans.

b. Footpath working group

Cllr Seymour read out a report from the PPW, Mr Eddon.

c. Memorial Hall 

Cllr Burton had given apologies but had reported that regular bookings are steadily coming in.

d. Community Resilience Working Group 
The chairman noted that the Government had recently issued a document giving guidance on this topic but that the parish council plan would not need to be amended.

e. Community Payback

Cllr Seymour noted that the work carried out to date had been good but that the team had needed a lot of 
chasing and have still not come back to him regarding the prospective works to the Memorial Hall.
15.
COUNCILLORS REPORTS

Cllr Porter – The white ‘stop’ line at Bransford Roundabout has been repainted closer to the roundabout and is now more difficult to see when approaching from the direction of Leigh Sinton, increasing the danger of an accident occurring. The clerk to report to Highways.


Cllr Gloster – requested that the list of councillors on the website be checked to ensure he is not still listed as chairman.


Item for Sphere – Residents to note anyone taking drain covers and report any that have already been stolen.


The next CALC meeting is on 8th December. The chairman will attend if able to.


The planning training programme had been circulated and was discussed. Hard copies of the programme were requested for Cllrs Tasker & Jones.

J Sharp and M Cooke to attend session on 15th Jan, M Gloster to attend 9th February, M Gloster and S Seymour to attend session in March.
18.
DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 

The next planning committee meeting will be held on Tuesday 20th December and the next parish council meeting will be held on Tuesday 24th January, both 7:30 pm at the Memorial Hall.
The meeting closed at 9.55pm


Chairman.............................................

Date..................................................

295

