LEIGH AND BRANSFORD PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of Leigh and Bransford Parish Council held at Leigh and Bransford Memorial Hall at 7.30pm on Tuesday 24th January 2012. 

Present:           
Mr J Sharp (chairman)


Mr M Gloster






Mr S Seymour



Mr R Husband


Mrs M Cooke



Mr B Porter


Mr G Jones



Mr B Tasker






Mr P Miller


District Cllrs D Hughes and A Warburton (part meeting)


Several members of the public

1.    WELCOME AND APOLOGIES
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting. Apologies were received from Mr J Burton and Mr P Hawkins
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND CHANGES TO THE REGISTER OF INTERESTS
a) There were no declarations of interest or changes to the register of interests.

3. OPEN FORUM

The meeting was closed at this point to allow the public present to speak
Memorial Hall report

Mr P Etheridge, Chair of the Memorial Hall committee, presented the hall accounts to 31st December 2011 and gave the parish council a review of the hall’s current operations, noting improvements to the marketing and booking system and several new bookings. The committee plan to carry out a number of repairs to the hall and hope to make a series of improvements to enhance the facilities. 
The results were discussed and the point made that whilst the rental income covers the hall’s running costs, raising funds to carry out capital work is more of a problem. The possibility of using the community payback team to undertake repairs was suggested and Cllr Hughes noted several streams of funding that may be available for improvement works.
Affordable Housing Development

Mr Richard Parsons representing Wolverley Homes and the project coordinator for the proposed Affordable Housing development in Bransford (planning application 11/01701/FUL) gave a presentation supporting the application. He referred to the parish plan and the housing needs survey that had shown a need for affordable housing exists in Bransford. He detailed the steps that Wolverley Homes have taken to reach this point, including securing necessary funding, and confirmed the scheme proposed fulfilled all the criteria specified. 

He noted the parish council had expressed several concerns which he addressed as follows:
· The Scheme is not Green enough – There will be air sourced heating meaning that the homes will be greener than 95% of the existing homes in Bransford.

· Design – Guidance had been taken from Duncan Rudge (MHDC Planning) taking into account neighbouring properties including The Fold and The Bank House and also the linear nature of Bransford. He also noted that design is highly subjective and not everyone will favour the same look.
· Location – Planning permission was previously achieved for this site and at the time was supported by the parish council. No objection had been raised by Highways to the earlier development and it was close to all the major businesses in Bransford.

He noted that the site is currently a mess and this development would resolve this problem. In relation to concerns about the speed of traffic passing the development, noted the precedent set by ‘Our Place’ and expressed the view that traffic is either slowing down at this point or is yet to pick up speed due to the proximity of the roundabout.

A resident living close to the proposed development disagreed with the point made about traffic speeds and noted the large number of accidents occurring on the stretch of road in question. He also expressed the view that the landowner should have been required to put the site right rather than leave it in its current state. Concern was also expressed regarding the dangers caused by golf balls and Mr Parsons confirmed that there was a plan in place to deal with this.
The chairman thanked the members of the public and the meeting was re-opened.
The agenda was altered and item 9 discussed next for the benefit of members of the Memorial Hall committee present.

9.
TO DISCUSS JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS


The chairman noted that the parish council had already decided to provide a Jubilee Garden but that 
interest had also been expressed in holding a community event, involving the children of the parish in particular. He has already spoken with the Guides and Leigh & Bransford Primary School and hoped the Scouts will also participate. Mr Etheridge confirmed that the Hall would be made available for the event if not already booked but noted there was already have a booking for 4th June and that it is also the start of the half term holiday. The chairman proposed calling a meeting of all the parish groups at the hall to discuss an event that the parish council would support and all were in favour.
4.
TO RECEIVE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETINGS HELD ON 22nd NOVEMBER 2011 

Having previously been circulated the minutes were confirmed and signed by the Chairman. 


In relation to the minutes, the chairman noted that:
· The pet crematorium planning application would be going to Committee on 7th February.

· Lengthsman are now able to take down out of date advertising signs and undertake a wider variety of tasks generally.

· The school warning signs are not operating as there is no power supply to them at the present time.

· In recognition of his work on the new parish council policies and procedures, the chair suggested that Mr L Williamson be presented with a gift up to the value of £100. Mr Seymour proposed, Mr Jones seconded and all in favour bar 1 abstention.

5.
TO RECEIVE THE REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES OF OTHER BODIES
a) Worcestershire County Council – No report
b) Malvern Hills District 
· District Councillors now have a discretionary budget of £1000 p.a.to spend in the parishes they cover. 

· As a result of the Localism Bill a strategic review will take place that will involve looking at the way the District Council works with local councils. It was noted that District Councillors play an increasingly important role in determining the actions taken by the District Council and that they require the guidance and views of the electorate in order to do this effectively. The chairman noted the parish council would be keen to be involved with this.
· Funding has been obtained to offer free loft and cavity wall insulation to households where at least one resident is aged over 60. A press release will be made but the assistance of parish councils will be sought to ensure those eligible are identified. The scheme will then be rolled out top include all age groups. A second stream of funding has been obtained to provide alternative insulation such as cladding for properties without cavity walls. Schemes will also be run to bulk purchase LPG and heating oil. 

· Attention was drawn to courses being run by Worcester College of Technology for young people not currently in employment, education or training which would be publicised around the county.

The chairman enquired whether MHDC would be freezing council tax for the coming year. Cllr Warburton confirmed this would be the case.
Mr Husband requested an update on the Dragons Cross situation. Cllr Hughes confirmed that it is still ongoing.

Mr Porter reported that the Lengthsman regularly reports problems through the Hub that either take a long time to be attended to or are not addressed. When he reports by phone he is asked for post codes which he is unable to give. Also, detail such as location and local councillor contact details are not being passed on from the hub to the workers being sent out.

Cllr Warburton noted the email sent by David Rolls of MHDC to the clerk giving an update on the work being directed to individual householders to alleviate the problems caused by flooding in Bransford. No update had been provided regarding the major flood prevention work planned. The clerk to contact Mr Rolls for an update.
6.
PLANNING

Cllr Seymour took the chair for this section of the meeting.

a) Minutes of the planning committee meeting held on Tuesday 20th December

Having previously been circulated, the minutes were accepted and signed.


Mr Sharp noted planning application 11/01751/AGR – irrigation reservoir at Brockamin Farm – application submitted but it will not come before the parish council as it is permitted development. There have been no concerns raised by the properties neighbours and it will also take the drainage from the temporary agricultural workers dwelling.


b) Planning applications received.
	L&B ref  
	MHDC ref
	Application Details
	Location 
	PC Response
	Summary of reasoning

	525
	11/01713/HOU
	Single storey rear extension
	New Cottage, Dingle Road,

Leigh, WR6 5JX
	No Objection
	n/a

	526
	11/01733/HOU
	Replacement detached garage
	Thistledome, Suckley Road, Leigh, WR6 5LE
	No Objection
	n/a

	527
	11/01701/FUL
	Rural exception site proposal for 10 new homes (RSL)
	Land adj to Bank House Hotel, Bransford

WR6 5JD
	Objection
	See note 1 below. A full copy of the reasons given for recommending refusal are shown in appendix A

	528
	12/00007/FUL
	Conversion of former cider house to dwelling with garden and hardstanding for parking
	The Old Cider House

Chapel Lane

Bransford

WR6 5JG
	No Objection
	n/a


1- Given the significance of the application the chairman requested comment from each member of the parish council. The overriding aim expressed was to provide affordable housing in the village offering residents the best possible quality of life given the resources available.  The main areas of concern raised in relation to the existing plan were as follows:
 Unsuitability of the site

 -   The houses are only 5metres back from the busy A4103, so will suffer raised noise levels, spray and 
      dirt from traffic.

 -    Road safety. There is no pavement on the south side of the road and no safe crossing place – the   
      majority of residents are likely to be elderly people and young families.


 -   Access to the site will be close to the roundabout and will exacerbate traffic congestion in the area. 
      When the roundabout was built all other accesses from the site onto the A4103 were closed on the                
      grounds of road safety.
 
 -   Illegal dumping on the site resulted in raising the soil level hence properties will be elevated and 
      dominate the area. Garden cultivation will also be very difficult on dumped material.

 Design
· Poor design for disabled residents. A mixed development incorporating single storey accommodation as well as two storey houses would better meet people’s needs.

· The linear block development is unattractive and looks out of place in Bransford where no similar designs exist.
· No consideration has been given to alternative eco-building design or to incorporating running cost reducing features such as solar panels, PV cells or rainwater recovery.

The chairman noted that a more suitable site had already been identified and the landowner was amenable to making it available. A better design could also be considered there.

The meeting closed briefly to allow Mr Parsons to comment. He noted it was the first time he had heard his feedback from the parish council and that his intention is to deliver the scheme in a way that keeps all parties happy. On the matter of road safety he said he would be guided by the view taken by Highways and if the consensus is that the houses are too close to the road he would try to address this. He stated he would be meeting with Duncan Rudge over the next few days and would take his advice on whether to withdraw or proceed with the application.

The meeting was reconvened. Mr Sharp proposed the parish council object to the application, Mr Tasker seconded and all were in favour.

Mr Sharp agreed to contact Festival Housing to explain the parish council’s decision and to arrange a meeting between the parish council, Festival Housing and the landowner of the alternative site. 
c) To receive updates on matters arising in previous planning minutes

Mr Sharp noted that the further three applications for greenhouses at Brockamin Farm had been received and that the concerns raised by Highways had been referred to in the Parish Council’s response submitted.

d) Planning decisions received from MHDC.

11/01491/FUL
SPV cells – retrospective


The Fold

Refused 









(though subsequently resolved and approved)
11/01425/FUL
lambing & farrowing pens


Springbrook Farm
Approved

11/01331/HOU
extension




Hopton Cottage

Approved

11/01334/HOU
extension




1 Winsgrave

Approval

11/01199/FUL
replacement portacabin



Biffa Waste Services
Approved

11/01751/AGR
Construction of irrigation reservoir

Brockamin Farm
Approval of details
11/01484/FUL
Temporary agricultural workers dwelling
Brockamin Farm
Approval

11/01483/HOU
Porch & Garage with playroom over

2 Braces Cottage
Approval

11/01578/FUL
Additional car parking



Waterside Care Home
Withdrawn
7.
TO RECEIVE UPDATES ON MATTERS ARISING IN PREVIOUS MINUTES


a) Highways Matters


1) Progress on items identified for further action during tour of the parish with the Highways Liaison engineer.

Hop Pole Green, Leigh Sinton – carriageway condition does not at present warrant intervention but will continue to be monitored. Footway is looking tired and could do with re-surfacing and is to be added to the maintenance list. We have been advised that the list of footway works to be carried out throughout Worcestershire is long, the budget is limited, and it will be some time before work can be done. The clerk to approach county councillor Clive Smith to see whether he would be prepared to fund this work via his locally determined fund or divisional fund.
·         
Dingle Lane jct Brockamin Lane, drainage issue – investigation to be carried out asap and jetter 
to be deployed.
·         
Dingle Lane, Brockamin, carriageway repairs – order placed for potholes etc. to be attended 
to. 
·         
The Engine House, Leigh, carriageway repairs – inspection has now been carried out, repair 
works to follow.


The chairman noted the problem of contact and location information not being passed down to 
county council workers. He had advised the Lengthsman to pinpoint locations on the map 
provided on the website and would contact the liaison engineer if work not carried out.



The chairman also drew attention to the increased range of tasks that the Lengthsman can now 
undertake.
2) Dangerous turning – Clewer Croft – The situation remains unchanged and the situation is to be monitored.

3) Overgrown hedge – Sherridge Road – Cllr Miller is following the matter up.

4) Overgrown hedge - Lower Howsell Road – reported but no action as yet. The clerk to follow up.

5) Bransford roundabout – The line has been reported but the work as yet not carried out.

b) Bransford Blocked culvert – Mr Seymour agreed to speak to Mr Tooby about the work needed.

c) Play area and lay-by development – Leigh Sinton Primary School – Mr Bill is to call a meeting of  all 
     interested parties to include Brian Sharp of WCC and Duncan Rudge (MHDC planning).

d) Stray dog roaming on A4103, Bransford – The matter has now been dealt with.

e) Maintenance of the Bank House Island flower beds – Work to the island is underway.

f) Completion of agreed works at Bank House site – No further works have been carried out as yet.

g) Parish Council Grant to Memorial Hall – Mr Seymour proposed that the parish council offer to 
     pay for a specific piece of work up to the value of £500. Seconded by Mr Gloster and agreed by all.

h) Development Control policy procedure – It was suggested that this should be incorporated into the 
     parish plan.

8.
TO DISCUSS MAINTENANCE OF OLD RECTORY WOOD


Mr Seymour had been concerned about the safety of several of the trees on the site following high winds 
and had requested a schedule of necessary works and quotes from three tree surgeons. All agreed that 
Mr Sharp and Mr Seymour should have delegated responsibility to decide between the quotes and 
arrange for the work to be undertaken as quickly as possible.
9.
JUBILLEE CELEBRATIONS – The matter had been discussed earlier in the meeting.

10.
FLOODING IN BRANSFORD – Covered in item 5b.
11.
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING – The possibility of the meeting being held at The Fold was discussed 
and a date of Tuesday 13th March provisionally suggested. The chairman to follow the matter up with Mr
Tooby.
12.
DRAFT LOCAL LIST SUPPLEMENTARY PLANNING DOCUMENT – CONSULTATION


The chairman explained the document would apply to buildings of significance that are not listed.

.
13.
FINANCE

a)
Accounts paid and received

Accounts Paid





     £

D Pritchard

Grass & Hedge cutting 2011/12
429.60


J Barker

Clerk – November


481.90


BGS 


Lengthsman – November

253.00


BGS


Lengthsman – December

247.50


J Barker

Clerk – December


445.86


HMRC


PAYE Sept – Dec


318.00

Accounts received
None


b)
Accounts passed for payment

Memorial Hall

Hall Hire – July – Dec 2011

106.25

The clerk was requested to confirm the areas maintained by D Pritchard and obtain alternative 
quotes for insurance cover.
14. 
TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES & WORKING GROUPS

a. Affordable Housing Group – covered in item 7

b. Footpath working group – It was noted that a new stile has been fitted to the footpath adjacent 
     to The Fox. Mr Sharp will report dangerous steps on a footpath in Combehill Coppice. There have 
     been problems with Landrovers driving along Leigh Brook where it crosses Secker’s Lane.

c. Memorial Hall - Mr Burton has asked to step down from the role of Memorial Hall representative. 
    Mr Gloster will attend the next meeting.

d. Community Resilience Working Group – No report

e. Community Payback – Mr Seymour noted that he had completed a feedback questionnaire, 
          
     noting how difficult the team are to contact.

f. Parish Plan Working Group – The group are due to meet soon.

g. VAS Working Group – Mr Seymour had circulated a map and asked all members of the parish 
`   council to mark locations where they feel the sign should be fitted.
15.
COUNCILLORS REPORTS

The chairman advised that the parish require another representative to Leigh & Bransford United Charities and proposed Pauline Phillips. Mr Jones seconded and all agreed. The clerk to make the necessary arrangements with Anthony Bond.


MHDC have requested suggestions for items to be considered by the Overview and Scrutiny committee. Members requested to contact the clerk with any suggestions.


The chairman referred to the plan to join with Alfrick to bulk buy fuel for the local community to reduce the cost of fuel to residents.


Mr Gloster questioned how many meetings you could miss and still be a member of the parish council. The chairman confirmed that attendance was being monitored.


Mr Porter drew attention to a series of accidents in Bransford and suggested a reduction in the speed limit from 40 to 30mph. It was noted that there were also three accidents at the T junction in Smith End Green over the course of the last week.


Mr Seymour had received complaints about dog mess on Suckley Road and residents had asked about dog waste bins. Mr Seymour had explained that it is difficult to get these bins emptied but the provision of a poo bag dispenser was suggested instead. The clerk to look into this and also request replacement ‘no fouling’ signs.


It was noted that the speed camera in Leigh Sinton is not being turned on. The clerk to report.



18.
DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 

The next planning committee meeting will be held on Tuesday 28th February and the next parish council meeting will be held on Tuesday 27th March, both 7:30 pm at the Memorial Hall.
The meeting closed at 11.15pm

Chairman.............................................

Date..................................................
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