NEWLAND PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of Newland Parish Council held in the Library of The Beauchamp Community at 7.30pm on Monday 16th January 2012.
Present:
Mrs H Jeavons (chair)


Mr T Yapp






Mrs O Craze



Mr S Patterson






Mr T Roome






District Councillor Tom Wells – part meeting


Mr C Allsopp – part meeting
1.
WELCOME AND APOLOGIES

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting. There were apologies from Mr J Jenkins.
2.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were none.
The meeting was closed at this point to allow members of the public to speak.

Mr C Allsopp asked whether the Parish Council would like to participate in the Diamond Jubilee 
celebrations being planned for the Beauchamp Community. The Community are planning to hold 
a picnic in the park style event on the afternoon of Tuesday 5th June on the quadrangle lawns. 
There will be music from local choirs and a band and people will bring along their own picnic. 
Rather than an entrance fee it was suggested that people make a donation which would go to 
local charities. The idea was discussed. The chairman suggested that an alternative would be to 
provide an event aimed more towards the children of the parish, though the consensus was that 
the planned event would appeal to all ages.
The chairman thanked Mr Allsopp who left the meeting at this point.

The parish council meeting was reopened.

The idea outlined by Mr Allsopp was discussed. All members were in favour of supporting the 
proposal, though it was suggested that a later start time, perhaps 4pm, would be better as some 
people will be back at work on Tuesday 5th.   It was also agreed that donations would be preferable 
to an entrance fee. 
3.
MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

The minutes of the parish council meeting held on Monday 7th November were accepted by all as a correct record of the proceedings and were signed by the Chairman.

4.
TO RECEIVE THE REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES OF OTHER BODIES

Mr Yapp has taken up his role with the Conservators and will be attending a series of introductory 
sessions. The St Ann’s Well situation is ongoing and the precept is also an issue currently under 
discussion. The Conservators have also been asked to comment on the SWDP – alterations to the 
Newland roundabout or the creation of an access point from Stocks Lane would probably involve 
Conservators land.
5.
TO RECEIVE UPDATES ON MATTERS ARISING IN PREVIOUS MINUTES

a) Highway and footpath Improvements outside The Swan/Stocks Lane

The work is now complete, though there were problems with the job originally done and additional work had to be done to make good. There is still an issue with some of the drives, which have lost their sweep, and further improvements that were expected to improve drainage have not been made.

A dip in the road, left after work carried out by Severn Trent outside The Garth and subsequently refilled by Highways, is continuing to sink. There is now a sunken area approx 40mm deep and 0.5m2. The clerk to report to Highways.

It was noted that a concrete man hole cover midway between The Swan and The Old School has two holes large enough for a child or animal to get their foot caught in. The clerk to report to Highways.


The footpath crossing outside No 1. The Gables has sunk and water 3 – 4” deep collects there following rain, making the footpath difficult to pass. The clerk to report.

b)
Request for signage – St Leonards Church


The church trustees have decided against going ahead with the sign.
c)
Speeding traffic on Stocks Lane


We are awaiting the outcome of the next Safer Roads Partnership operations forum 


where the action to be taken will be finalised.
d)
SWDP


There have been two meetings over recent weeks and the aim of the group is to keep the 

profile of the SWDP high. The decision on the plan has now been pushed back from 


February to August and in the intervening months, MHDC will have a series of meetings, 


each considering a different aspect of the plan.

 
The group opposing the plan are drafting an alternative proposal, putting forward some 


of the sites that were originally considered suitable but later discarded. The alternative 


strategy favours dispersal that would not overstretch local infrastructure and road 


networks and would be more beneficial to local economies. 



Tom Wells arrived at this point and joined the discussion. He noted that the planners will 

favour a large site as it is more straightforward and will deliver both an amenity space and 

a reasonable number of affordable homes.



The group plan to maintain the high profile of the SWDP by publishing their alternative 


proposal in The Gazette.
e) 
Diamond Jubilee event – Already covered in the public forum.
6.
TO CO-OPT A MEMBER TO THE PARISH COUNCIL

There being no applicants, the matter will be carried forward to the next meeting.

7.
PLANNING 


The chairman noted that despite the strong objection of the parish council, the Greggs application had been approved, since a bakery is not considered to be a change of use. For this reason also, Cllr Wells had been unable to take the application to committee. The only amendment made to the original plan is that the sign cannot be illuminated outside trading hours.

Planning Application 11/01551/FUL


Proposal – Position Mobile Catering unit


Location – Lay-by on the A449 Monksfield Field, Newland, WR13 5BB


Applicant – Miss Jay Nail


A letter objecting to the application from a resident whose house is located in the lay-by in question was circulated and the matter was discussed.


It was noted that the development would lead to an increase in vehicles pulling on and off the very busy A449, with vehicles crossing the carriageway being a particular concern. The negative impact upon residents was also discussed, particularly the nuisance of additional, often large vehicles parking in the bay and blocking drives. The impact of food smells, litter and environmental health concerns were also raised. It was further noted that there are no toilet facilities available in the vicinity.

The chairman proposed the Parish Council recommend the application be refused, Cllr Patterson seconded and all agreed.


8.
REVIEW OF PARLIAMENTARY CONSTITUENCIES


The matter had been discussed at the previous meeting and Cllr Wells drew attention to the implications of the parish being part of the Evesham constituency and no longer grouped with the majority of Malvern. The clerk was requested to ascertain if comment could still be made on the proposal.

9. 
REVIEW OF POLLING DISTRICTS AND POLLING PLACES


The chairman reported that following representations made by the parish council, the proposal to amalgamate the polling district of Newland with those of Guarlford and Madresfield had been rejected and The Beauchamp Community was to be retained as a polling station.
10.
FINANCE

a)
Accounts paid


J Barker 
Clerk – Nov


£149.61


BGS

Lengthsman – Nov

£181.50


J Barker

Clerk – Dec


£163.93


Post Office
HMRC 3rd qtr 11/12

£103.40


BGS

Lengthsman – Dec

£143.00



Accounts received

None

b)
Accounts passed for payment

None

11.
COUNCILLORS REPORTS 


The clerk had requested a replacement printer. The chairman proposed that a printer up to the value of £150 be purchased, Mr Patterson seconded and all agreed.


It was noted that the post box outside the Beauchamp Community still does not have a plate indicating collection times. The clerk to write to the Post Office.


Interest was expressed in the planning session on Conservation areas. The clerk to find out if there is another session planned.

. 
12.
 TO CONFIRM THE DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING

 The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Monday 5th March 2012 at 7.30pm in the Library of The Beauchamp Community. 
Signed
...............................................
(Chairman)

Date
...............................................
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