

Badsey and Aldington Parish Council Meeting
MINUTES OF MEETING, 15TH FEBRUARY 2012
	Date:
	15th February 2012

	Time:
	7.30pm

	Venue:
	Remembrance Hall, Badsey

	Present:
	Councillors:  Mary Campbell (Chairman), David Badham, Gary Bailey, Philip Cordelle, Elizabeth Cudd, Roger Heath,  Pat McKevitt, Elizabeth Noyes, Daisy Richardson and Margaret Tyszkow 

Gill Collin, Head of Housing & Planning, WDC

6 members of the public
The Clerk: Mrs Owen.


Public Forum

All members of the public being present to hear the presentation from Gill Collin there was no public forum prior to the meeting.
Business Transacted

	1. 
	Apologies for Absence
Apologies were received and accepted from Councillors Ian Browning, Peter Grinnall and George Hillier

	2. 
	Declarations of Interest
None

	3. 
	Confirmation of the minutes of the meeting of  18th January 2012
GB proposed and DR seconded, with a unanimous vote in favour, to confirm the minutes of the meeting of 18th January with the addition of the words “with particular reference to the B4035 between Aldington and Badsey” to the end of item 15. 

	4. 
	Progress Report on matters arising
Matters arising from 18th January

Item 4 (co-option):  notice given to WDC Monitoring Officer and acknowledged

Item 5 (progress report):  request for update on St James Close dropped kerbs sent 30th January – work now commenced
Footpath 506 Kissing Gates: work will start in the next few weeks.  Rotten signpost on footpath 502 also to be replaced.

Wychavon Bursary: notice of award received, Hall Committee invited to awards evening on 6th February and received certificate of nomination

Street Light Testing: documents received on 8th February

IT equipment obtained from EUS 

Item 13 (Lengthsman): after discussion with Lengthsman department at WCCreported via the Hub

Item 14b: following meeting AO (with RH), developer, Western Power agreed siting new pole, developer has agreed to pay E-on’s charges, pole ordered, WCC notified, Western Power quote for removal and connection of new pole received and passed on to developer

Item 15 (Health and Safety) tree on St James Close raised with Rooftop – they have agreed to have it checked, whether owned by them or not.  Memorial bench meeting took place on 6th Feb.

Other matters:

Housing provision: an update has been requested from Nigel Potter but not yet received – Clerk to chase
Dog and litter bins on Recreation Ground: agreement signed and returned


	5. 
	Police Matters
Consideration of the Council Tax levy for West Mercia Police Authority deferred to March

	6. 
	District and County Councillors Forum (if any)
None

	7. 
	Planning

a. The minutes for the meeting of 18th January 2012 were noted
b. Gill Collin, Head of Housing & Planning, WDC addressed the Parish Council on

(i) the delegated powers system in relation to planning matters:  92% of applications are dealt with under delegated powers but any application in excess of 10 houses or 1000m2 is automatically referred to Committee.  In addition the District Councillor may ask for a matter to be referred and will be consulted where the Parish Council objects or a substantial number of other objections are received.  WDC has a scrutiny committee to scrutinise the delegated powers system.  That committee scrutinises 10 decisions a quarter to check that applications are being properly dealt with and can make recommendations as to future practise.
(ii) what constitute relevant planning matters when commenting on planning applications: Ms Collin referred to the current position concerning national, regional and local planning policies/plans and the effect of such plans, which must be taken into account.  Relevant planning matters include privacy of existing properties, adverse affect on living conditions, traffic impact (WCC Highways), impact on listed buildings and their setting,  impact on designated areas such as Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty or Scientific Interest  and poor design/layout.  Matters such as the effect on the value of neighbouring properties, loss of a private view and internal layout (other than for listed buildings) are not relevant.
(iii) the role of Parish Councils in relation to planning matters and the extent to which comments made by the Parish Council are taken into account when planning decisions are being made: Ms Collin stressed the importance of comments from Parish Councils which may have local knowledge the District Council officers lack.  She stressed however that in coming to a final decision WDC has to take into account the likelihood of any decision being overturned on appeal.
Ms Collin also referred to the effect of Localism, stressing that although the Government has expressed its keenness to devolve decision making down to more local councils and groups it was clear that the new powers cannot be used to stop all development but only to shape that development or grant additional development in excess of that approved by local plans.
At this point the meeting was adjourned to enable Ms Collin to take questions from Councillors and members of the public.  Matters raised included:

General permitted development: once the permitted development limits on the original property have been utilised any further development will require planning permission

The role of the Parish Council in enforcement: Ms Collin said that WDC relies on Parish Councils to act as eyes and ears because WDC does not have the resources to keep a constant check on development

Failure of the enforcement department to feedback: Ms Collin explained that it may take some time for the department to check on matters raised with them but that she would remind them of the need to communicate with those raising enforcement matters

Why Badsey is classed as a Category 1 village and the impact of that categorisation: Ms Collins would investigate and send details to the Clerk
The extent to which new development should include ‘affordable’ housing, the difference between ‘affordable’ and ‘social’ housing and government policy in relation to the latter.

The extent to which as a result of development Badsey has ceased be a ‘village’or rural setting rather than urban

The importance of neighbourhood planning as part of the local planning policies
Concerns as to how Highways consider what is and is not acceptable in terms of increased traffic from new development

Policy on permitting development on good horticultural land
The New Homes Bonus: Ms Collin explained that WDC was under no obligation to make any part of the bonus available to Parish Councils but had decided to do so for the present
What type of social housing is needed in Badsey (residents raised need for bungalows while housing survey shows need for family houses)


	8. 
	Recreation Ground
a. The grass cutting contract tenders were opened
b. It was resolved that the Clerk should prepare a table of the tenders for consideration prior to the March meeting; the resolution as to accepting a tender to be deferred to March

	9. 
	Consultation on the Allocation of Accommodation (Social Housing)
MC and DB were appointed to formulate a response to the consultation and report to the Council at the March 2012 meeting

	10. 
	Traffic Survey
The Clerk to request WCC Highways to undertake an automated traffic survey for 7 days in June/July (prior to the end of the school term) on Brewers Lane between St James Close and Chapel Street,  a second survey on Synehurst by the British Legion and a third on the B4035 between Synehurst and the S bends

	11. 
	Old Post Office Lane – request for parking restrictions

The proposed parking restrictions were noted and the Clerk requested to respond with the Council’s support

	12. 
	Brewers Lane Development

It was resolved to put forward ‘Fothersway’, being the original name of what is now Brewers Lane

	13. 
	Events

a. WCC Parish Conference on 25th April
PM and Clerk to attend
b. LGA and NALC summit on Localism, 23rd March
MC to attend (to be confirmed)
c. Faster Broadband Event, 23rd February

The event was noted

	14. 
	Finance and Administration
a. An additional signatory to the Council bank accounts was agreed
b. It was RESOLVED to appoint the Reverend Canon Peter Burch as internal auditor

c. DR proposed and EN seconded with a vote in favour to approve the list of cheques to be drawn this month and the statement of  the balance of accounts as follows:
FINANCIAL STATEMENT AND CHEQUES TO BE DRAWN

 

 

Badsey and Aldington Parish Council

B/F

01.04.11

67,298.56

Premier Account No 7027782

32,696.44

INTEREST

15.00

Current Account No 0028554

1,184.28

CREDIT

61,832.00

 

33,880.72

PRECEPT

41,185.00

 

 

 

 

TOTAL

170,330.56

LESS

37.50

 

AS LIST

33,843.22

 

Cheque No.

PAYMENT

136,487.34

2287

16.5

33,843.22

2301

21.00

 

 

 

 

0.00

 

 

 

 

 

 

Badsey Recreation Ground Account Financial Statement

 

Account No.

328.22

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TOTAL 

Account 7027782

32,696.44

 

 

Account 0028554

1,184.28

 

 

Rec Account

328.22

 

 

£34,208.94

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Payments to be made

 

 

Feb-12

NET

VAT

GROSS

Date

Name

Product

Chq

 

15 02 12

R Cornfield

Bus shelter clean

2308

120.00

0.00

120.00

15 02 12

G Owen

Reimburse post

2309

10.48

0.00

10.48

15 02 12

Prysmian

Street light test

2310

900.00

180.00

1080.00

15 02 12

Western Power

New pl20 connect

2311

346.00

69.20

415.20

15 02 12

P Tustin

Rec cleaning

2312

80.00

0.00

80.00

15 02 12

Mrs A Owen

Clerks salary

2313

660.93

0.00

660.93

15 02 12

HMRC

Tax & NI

2314

34.32

0.00

34.32

15 02 12

EUS

Projector & Laptop

2315

853.00

170.60

1023.60

15 02 12

AON Ltd

Ins for P& L

2316

9.23

0.00

9.23

15 02 12

Vodafone Ltd

Mobile phone

2317

8.33

1.66

9.99

15 02 12

Remem Hall 

Hall Hire

2318

14.00

0.00

14.00

 

 

 

 

 

 TOTAL:
3457.75



	15. 
	Lengthsman

Mud on footpath round S bends 

	16. 
	Assets and Maintenance
a. Testing of the Street Lights: the Clerk reported that the test documents had now been received and that she would be meeting with a representative of Prysmian on 27th February with a view to identifying exactly what work needed to be done as a matter of urgency
b. The clerk was authorised to cancel the order  to HMP Long Lartin workshops for a replacement Aldington Seat and was authorised to order a Rosedale seat as a replacement

	17. 
	Health and Safety
a. The Clerk to check with Severn Trent the position concerning the sewer on Synehurst by the British Legion

b. The Clerk to investigate the outcome of recent complaints concerning mud on the road surface of Brewers Lane

	18. 
	Agenda items for future meetings 

Request for better signage in Evesham to bus stops for Badsey

	19. 
	Date of next meeting: Wednesday 21st March 2012.



