West Malvern Parish Council

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 

Monday 12th March 2012 in West Malvern Village Hall 7.30pm.
Present

Cllrs. Mr W Shearer (Chairman), Mr S Allison, Mrs M Brown, Mrs J Burford, Mrs E Harnden, 
Mrs JM Roberts
In Attendance

District Cllr. Prof. J Raine, Mr D Sharp (Clerk).
Before the meeting a member of the public drew the council’s attention to the financial accounts of the Village Hall.  It was noted that although expenditure exceeded income at present Community First had initiated a scheme to help boost rental income.  The Parish Council reiterated its commitment to help the Village Hall remain financially viable.
Adele Staunton briefed the meeting on plans for her forthcoming wedding reception on the playing fields on 26th May.  She was to liaise with the Clerk over final matters.   

30/12 Apologies

To consider acceptance of apologies for absence from Councillors: Cllr. Luke Unsworth (accepted).  Also County Cllr. Beverley Nielson, District Cllr. Luna Deller & Chris Rouse (Malvern Hills Conservators).
31/12 Declarations of Interest & Changes to be Notified to the Register of Interests

There were none.  
32/12 Reports from other representatives
District Cllr. Prof. John Raine reported that MHDC was currently assessing its role and which services it would share with neighbouring districts.  The recent peer review had reported that MHDC delivered good services but risked complacency.  Finally he mentioned that WCC were negotiating with private organisations to run the Outdoor Education Centre.  The Clerk was to ask County Cllr. Beverley Nielson is she had any news on the subject.    

33/12 Minutes
To consider for adoption the minutes of the last Parish Council meeting:  The minutes of the meeting held on 13th February were unanimously approved and signed by the Chairman.
34/12 Progress Reports and other matters arising from the minutes

There were none
35/12 Gas Lamps

To review refurbishment work and to consider gas supply options from April 2012: Five lamps were still to be reinstated and the Clerk was to chase these.  Negotiations with British Gas over the future supply were ongoing by Malvern Town Council on behalf of the group and it was hoped to be finalised by the end of the month.

36/12 Playing Fields

To consider any matters relating to the wedding being held on the fields on 26th May: It was agreed to allow the marquees to be pitch on Friday 25th May and removed on the following Sunday or Monday.  Assurances had been made that all rubbish would be removed from the site and that local residents would be contacted regarding the possibility of music into the evening.  A decision on whether to allow parking on the upper field would be made nearer the time.  
37/12 Diamond Jubilee 
To review options to mark the event and to consider recommendations from the working group: The working group that had met on 16th February had finalised the design for the commemorative mugs and 500 had been ordered.  The PTA had agreed to cover the cost for those school children not living in the village and so the school could be used as a distribution point.  Rosemary Herbert and Cllr. Roberts were to identify the remaining children in the village under the age of 16.

Plans for other events were progressing and a further meeting was to be held on 14th March.

38/12
 Village Hall
To consider further action with regard to the title deeds of the property:  At a meeting with members of the village hall committee on 27th February it had been agreed to draft a letter to the Bishop of Worcester to attempt to progress with the transfer of the title deeds.  Councillors approved the letter with several amendments and it was to be signed by the Chairman of the Parish Council and the Secretary of the Village Hall Committee. 
39/12 Allotments & Community Woodland

To consider planting schedule for commemorative oak:  The Chairman had agreed a site with the tree wardens and it was agreed to plant in the autumn.
The removal of suckers from the damson trees in the hedge bordering bungalows on Old Hollow was still to be completed. 

40/12 Highways and Footpaths

Matters for report and consideration: The Clerk requested suggested sites for the positioning of a Vehicle Activated Sign.  There was a possibility that two sites in West Malvern could be included in the rotational schedule maintained by Malvern Town Council. 
41/12 Planning

The following application was considered: 
	Application No
	From
	Details

	12/00165/FUL
	Mrs J Creffield

Land adj. 19 Croft Bank
	Erection of one dwelling


It was agreed to recommend refusal: ‘The Parish Council recommends refusal of this application as it considers it represents over development of the site.’
42/12 Finance
To consider payment of invoices presented: The following payments were approved: 
	From/Due to
	Date
	Amount
	Details

	J Moore
	02/03
	£104.00
	Lengthman Fees (Feb)

	Tayler Made Ceramics
	20/02
	£1,965.00
	500 Jubilee Mugs

	Sight Design
	28/12
	£4,350.50
	Gas Lamp Refurbishment Balance

	DA Sharp
	12/03
	£313.28
	Clerk’s Fees (£391.48 gross SP25)

	
	TOTAL
	£6,732.78
	


After these payments are made bank balances will be as follows:

	Savings Account B/F
	£8,696.46
	
	Community Account B/F
	£6,391.62

	
	
	
	WCC Lengthman (Jan)
	£104.00

	
	
	
	Allotment Rents
	£106.10

	Transfer
	(£4,237.50)
	
	Transfer
	£4,237.50

	
	
	
	March Payments
	(£6,732.78)

	Savings Account C/F
	£4,458.96
	
	Community Account C/F
	£6,147.56


43/12 Correspondence

To consider the following correspondence previously circulated:
Circulated 25/02/12

	FROM
	
	SUBJECT

	CPRE
	
	Planning Explained

	CPRE
	
	A Guide to Neighbourhood Planning

	Community First
	
	Newsline

	WCC
	*
	Broadband

	MHDC
	*
	Listed Buildings

	MHDC
	*
	Planning Forum Notes

	MHDC
	*
	Neighbourhood Planning

	John Mast
	*
	Planning Application 12/00165/FUL

	Calc
	*
	Localism


* By Email

44/12
 Councillors’ items for Report

To report information and raise items for future consideration:  Cllr. Burford was to update the Parish Council Surgery rota. 
45/12 Next Meeting
The date of the next Parish Council Meeting was confirmed as Monday 2nd April 2012 at 7.30pm. in the Village Hall.
There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.20 pm.
