West Malvern Parish Council

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 

Monday 2nd April 2012 in West Malvern Village Hall 7.30pm.
Present

Cllrs. Mr W Shearer (Chairman), , Mrs M Brown, Mrs J Burford, Mrs E Harnden, Mrs JM Roberts, Mr L Unsworth
In Attendance

County Cllr. Mrs B Nielson. District Cllrs. Mrs L Deller & Prof. J Raine, Mr D Sharp (Clerk) and one member of the public.
46/12 Apologies

To consider acceptance of apologies for absence from Councillors: Cllr. Mr S Allison (accepted).  Also Mr C Rouse (Malvern Hills Conservators).
47/12 Declarations of Interest & Changes to be Notified to the Register of Interests

There were none.  
48/12 Reports from other representatives
County Cllr. Mrs B Nielson confirmed that she had provided funding of £2000 towards the replacement of the see saw in the playground.  She updated the meeting on the future of the Outdoor Education Centre and the current search for an external partner to invest in the upgrading of many of the buildings.  Finally she garnered opinion on a requests to temporarily close Cowley Road for a Diamond Jubilee street party.  
District Cllrs. Mrs L Deller & Prof. J Raine gave a short briefing on the progress of the SWDP.
49/12 Minutes
To consider for adoption the minutes of the last Parish Council meeting:  The minutes of the meeting held on 12th March were unanimously approved and signed by the Chairman.
50/12 Progress Reports and other matters arising from the minutes

Village Hall: The Clerk confirmed that a letter to the Bishop of Worcester had been sent and he was awaiting a reply.  It was also noted that more members were required on the village hall committee.
51/12 Gas Lamps

To review refurbishment work and to consider gas supply options from April 2012: Two more heads had been installed in Lower Montpelier Road but were still to be commissioned.  There was no progress on Westminster Bank.  Negotiations were ongoing with British Gas regarding a new supply contract. 
52/12 Playing Fields

The temporary fencing on the top field was to be removed and the grass cut this week.  More ash saplings had been removed from the bank and another day was to be arranged to complete the work.  The Clerk confirmed that he had put up ‘no fouling’ signs in strategic locations. 
53/12 Diamond Jubilee 
To review options to mark the event and to consider recommendations from the working group:  Plans for other events were progressing and a further meeting of the working group was to be held on 25th April.  It was agreed that children 16 years old or under on December 31 2012 would be eligible for free commemorative mugs, the remainder to be sold for £5 each.  The availability of mugs and the front door/garden decorating competition would be advertised. 
54/12
 Village Hall
To consider further action with regard to the title deeds of the property:  At a meeting with members of the village hall committee on 27th February it had been agreed to draft a letter to the Bishop of Worcester to attempt to progress with the transfer of the title deeds.  Councillors approved the letter with several amendments and it was to be signed by the Chairman of the Parish Council and the Secretary of the Village Hall Committee. 
55/12 Allotments & Community Woodland

The section of the community woodland where the commemorative oak was to be planted would be cleared at the same time as the ash saplings on the playing fields.

All allotment holders had paid their rent.

56/12 Highways and Footpaths

i. To consider whether to continue with the Lengthman scheme this year:  This was agreed by a majority and the Clerk was to enquire if WCC would fund weed spraying.
ii. To consider sites to be recommended for inclusion in the VAS schedule:  Two sites were suggested, both on West Malvern Road.  At the northern entrance to the village by Noble View and at the southern end near Harcourt Road.
57/12 Planning

The following application was considered: 
	Application No
	From
	Details

	12/00326/HEX
	Mr Justin Marshall

Woodland House, 

West Malvern Road
	Extension of time limit to commence development on application 09/00309/HOU.  Two storey side extension and conservatory with external deck to rear.  Internal alterations in line with extension.


It was agreed to recommend approval. 
It was noted that the application considered last month (19 Croft Bank) had been withdrawn.
58/12 Finance
To consider payment of invoices presented: The following payments were approved: 
	From/Due to
	Date
	Amount
	Details

	J Moore
	26/03
	£104.00
	Lengthman Fees (Mar)

	MHDC
	29/03
	£1,002.00
	Gas Charges (Oct-Mar)

	Malvern Town Council
	30/03
	£152.35
	Grass Cutting

	SF Creamer
	31/03
	£64.00
	Bus Shelter Cleaning (Feb/Mar)

	Madresfield Estate
	25/03
	£60.00
	Bluebell Field Rent

	H & S Signs
	27/03
	£8.02
	Dog Signs

	HM Revenue & Customs
	-
	£234.80
	PAYE (Jan – Mar)

	DA Sharp
	02/04
	£313.28
	Clerk’s Fees (£391.48 gross SP25)

	
	TOTAL
	£1,938.45
	


After these payments are made bank balances will be as follows:

	Savings Account B/F
	£8,696.46
	
	Community Account B/F
	£4,105.94

	
	
	
	WCC Lengthman (Feb)
	£104.00

	
	
	
	Allotment Rents
	£187.25

	
	
	
	WCC Grant
	£2,000.00

	
	
	
	April Payments
	(£1,938.45)

	Savings Account C/F
	£4,458.96
	
	Community Account C/F
	£4,458.74


59/12 Correspondence

To consider the following correspondence previously circulated:
	FROM
	
	SUBJECT

	WCC
	*
	Parish Conference

	MHDC
	*
	Planning Briefing

	MHDC
	*
	Localism Workshop 01/05 18.30-20.30

	MHDC
	*
	Parish News March 2012

	MHDC
	*
	Localism Supplement

	John Mast
	*(i)
	English Heritage Listing Application


*By Email
(i) – A request to support the English Heritage Listing of 19 Croft Bank was not to be pursued.

60/12
 Councillors’ items for Report

To report information and raise items for future consideration:  Brian Harper of Sight Design and Richard Timney of Community First were to be invited to speak at the Annual Parish Meeting next month.
Cllr. Burford was to produce a new surgery list and the time was to be limited to one hour.
61/12 Next Meeting
The Annual Parish Council Meeting was to be held on Monday 14th May 2012 in the Village Hall following the Annual Parish Meeting commencing at 7.00pm.
There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.00 pm.
