
Defford and Besford Parish Council

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting

of Tuesday 13th March 2012
at Defford Village Hall
Present: 
Cllr Robert Bemand (Chair), Sonja Lee (arrived at 8pm), Hazel Wakefield, Clive Woods, Roy Shepherd, Patricia Steel,  Ian Spiers and Ron Davis (arrived at 7. 50pm)
Also present:
Jo Adams, Clerk; Kirstie May-Jones, Housing Development Officer, Wychavon District Council; 15 members of the public

1. Apologies and Declarations of Interest 

Apologies for late arrival had been received from Cllrs Ron Davis and Sonja Lee. Cllrs Shepherd, Wakefield and Lee each declared a prejudicial interest in item 9. 

2. Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 10th January 2012 to be confirmed and signed

It was resolved that the minutes of the meeting of the 10th January 2012 should be accepted and signed as a true record. 
3. Matters arising from the minutes

Items formerly discussed were reported on as follows:

i. The A-board opposite the Oak has been inspected by the County Council but they have decided that it is not an obstruction to vision. 

ii. The County Council have issued a notice to inform residents that Crown Lane will be partially closed to carry out patching work on the road surface.  This has been provisionally scheduled to take place during a 2 week window from the 2nd April and will take 2 days to carry out. 
iii. The Parish grit bin to be sited at the junction of Crown Lane and Upper Street has been ordered. 
iv. The School sign has still not materialised. The County Council will chase the contractor. 
4. Planning 

(a)  New applications

The following planning application had been received  and had been circulated around members of the Planning Committee. 

W/12/00245/LB: 16 - 30 Besford Court Estate, Besford

Proposal: To install a satellite dish and a free view aerial. 


Planning Committee: No objection

Cllr Steel declared an interest in the above planning application. 

(b) Wychavon District Council decisions  

W/11/02712/PP
28 - 30 Besford Court Estate, Besford

Permitted
5. Finance
(a)  To approve any payments due

The following invoices totalling £1862.91 were approved for payment: Staffing costs January and February ‘12; Wychavon District Council, election costs May ’11; Cox & Hodgetts, storage of documents; Npower, streetlighting; Worcestershire CALC, Councillor training; New Farm Grounds Maintenance, Lengthsman work; Defford Village Hall, hall hire 13/3/12. 

(b)  To note the quarterly budget monitor
The quarterly budget monitor showed that approximately 89% of the budget had been spent to date. The projected balance in the Parish Council’s account at the end of the financial year was estimated at 9,841.60 excluding any unbudgeted expense or capital spend. 

6. To discuss the Housing Needs Survey
Kirstie May-Jones of Wychavon District Council outlined the results of the Housing Needs Survey which indicated that 16 homes were required. However, it was more likely that a development of 6 – 12 houses would be planned. 
The next steps would be to form a working party of councillors who, along with planning officers, would identify three sites in the Parish that could be used for affordable housing. Comments on the suitability of these sites would be sought from planning officers, land drainage officers and the Highways Department. The landowners would then be approached and a public consultation on sites remaining would take place. Cllrs Steel, Shepherd and Lee agreed to join the working party. 

With regard to the sites identified by the South Worcestershire Development Plan, Kirstie May-Jones explained that the Harpley Road site would possibly be withdrawn as the available land is smaller than that on the SWDP due to the loss of the land comprising the Village hall, car park and unavailable neighbouring land. Other sites in the village have been put forward as alternatives and were currently under evaluation. 

7. To discuss the Diamond Jubilee mugs and event 

Costs for various styles of Diamond Jubilee mug were presented. The Council decided to order the mugs from Communicorp as advertised in ‘Clerks and Councils Direct’ magazine. It was also decided to supply mugs to all the children who were 16 and under on the 2nd June in Defford and Besford Parish and that all children who attend the First School would be eligible for mugs including children who lived in a neighbouring parish, if their own parish were not organising Jubilee mugs. A form would be published in the Parish News and the deadline for applications was set as the 2nd June. It was agreed to order 108 mugs and that any surplus could be sold to parishioners. Cllr Lee informed the meeting that planning for the Diamond Jubilee event was underway and that it would take place on Tuesday 5th June. Further details to be posted in the Parish News. 
8. To discuss a proposed Sunday community bus service 

Following the withdrawal of the Sunday 382 service, a Community bus service encompassing two routes has been developed to run on Sundays and Bank Holidays. The proposed service will run between mid May and September and will go via Croome Court, with a total of 18 Sundays and 3 Bank Holidays covered with 3 buses a day. 

The service will shortly go to tender with most of the cost being met from grant funding. However, there is a shortfall and the parishes on the 382 route have been asked to make a contribution of £150. 
The Council were in favour of the community bus service although Cllr Steel expressed concern that the proposed service would not help those travelling to work on Sundays. The Council decided that a donation would be made of £150 as requested, and that the usage of the service would be monitored to see if it was meeting the needs of the community. 
9. To discuss a donation towards lighting on the path between the Car Park and the Village Hall

The most recent accounts for the VHMC had been distributed as requested at the last meeting. Two lights are proposed: one will be a solar-powered light which will be placed on a pole by the pedestrian gate in the car park and the other a mains lamp-post which will illuminate the top of the steps, currently out of range of both the proposed solar light and the light attached to the Village  Hall itself. The cost of the solar-powered light is £55.85 and the cost of the lamp-post is £404.95, with other costs for armoured cable and installation being met by the VHMC. 
The Council agreed to fund the solar-powered light but there was some confusion as to whether the light attached to the Village Hall cast enough illumination to reach the top of the steps or whether it didn’t, and as it was not currently working was unable to provide a demonstration. The Council therefore decided to defer the decision on the lamp-post to a later date. Cllr Steel requested that the issue be revisited no later than two meetings hence. 
10. Councillors reports  

(a)  County Councillor A Hardman

Cllr Hardman was not present. 

(b)  District Councillor R Davis

i. Cllr Davis reported that Council tax would be frozen for ensuing year. At present District Council funds stood at £27M although this would drop to £23M next week after the West Mercia police precept has been paid. 
ii. Cllr Davis reported that three localism training events would take place in the near future:  New Homes Bonus on the 28th March; Assets of Community value and the Community right to challenge on the 23rd April; New Code of Conduct, to be scheduled for June. 

iii. Cllr Woods asked if the District Council had taken delivery of its returned funds from the Icelandic banks. Cllr Davis replied that the first payment was due in 6 weeks time.  

(c)  Parish Councillors

i. Cllr Woods reported that more flytipping had taken place in Salters Lane and Rebecca Road and that he had informed Wychavon District Council. 
ii. Cllr Steel informed the meeting that drivers on the 382 bus service had reported that maintaining the evening service on Fridays and Saturdays was enabling two people to get to and from work where they would not otherwise have been able to do so. 
iii. Cllr Spiers reported that the Caravan Club had given permission for 5 caravans to be sited behind the Oak. 
iv. Cllr Spiers asked if it would be possible for the section of the A4104 from the Monkey House to the 40mph zone to have its speed limit reduced to 50mph. To be investigated. 
v. Cllr Lee reported that the Parish Plan was imminently to be printed. 
11. Correspondence and matters to be raised for next agenda 

Correspondence had been received and circulated as follows: 

· Notice of the NHS Small Health Grants scheme which is currently accepting applications.
· Notice of a New Homes Bonus event on the 28rd March at Wychavon Civic Centre. 
· Notice of the reduction of the speed limit on the A4104 leading eastwards out of Defford. 

· Children’s Trust and Workforce Development Newsletter
· Latest copy of Open Space magazine
12. To confirm date of the next meeting 

The Annual Parish Meeting will take place on Tuesday 8th May with the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council taking place on Tuesday 22nd May, both at Defford Village Hall. 
The meeting was closed at 10pm. 
Public Questions
i. A parishioner asked if the restored bench was to be placed at the Village Hall. Cllr Spiers replied that it would be and that it was awaiting installation. 
ii. Further discussions took place on whether Public Questions should be at the beginning or end of the meeting. An informal vote was taken of the members of the public present and as equal numbers voted to have Public Questions at the start as at the end the Chairman decided that it would remain at the beginning. He also said that parishioners were free to contact any councillor or the clerk between meetings to discuss an issue or request that it be put on an agenda.  
iii. A parishioner again expressed concern over the condition of a tree in Hill View which is situated in a neighbour’s garden and which is subject to a Tree Preservation Order. Cllr Davis agreed to talk to the officer at Wychavon who deals with protected trees. 
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