
Defford and Besford Parish Council

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting

of Tuesday 22nd May 2012
at Defford Village Hall
Present: 
Cllr Robert Bemand (Chair), Sonja Lee, Hazel Wakefield, Clive Woods, Roy Shepherd,  Ian Spiers, David Robinson and Ron Davis
Also present:
Jo Adams, Clerk; 5 members of the public

1. Election of Chairman of the Council and signing of declaration of office

Cllr Lee nominated Cllr Bemand, with Cllr Wakefield seconding. There being no other nominations, Cllr Bemand was duly elected as Chairman of the Council and signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.   

2. Apologies and Declarations of Interest 

Apologies had been received from Councillor Patricia Steel. 
a) Councillors were reminded of the need to complete their register of interests. 

b) The following councillors declared personal, non-prejudicial interests: Cllr Davis: Rooftop Housing Group; Cllr Lee: School Governors and the Parochial Church Council; Cllr Shepherd: Defford Village Hall; Cllr Wakefield: Defford Village Hall; Cllr Woods: Besford Court Management Committee.  
3. Election of Vice-Chairman of the Council

Cllr Shepherd nominated Cllr Lee, with Cllr Woods seconding. There being no other nominations Cllr Lee was duly elected as Vice-Chair of the Council. 
4. To nominate representatives to the following outside bodies:

a) Defford Relief in Need: Cllr Wakefield
b) Village Hall Management Committee: Cllr Steel
c) The Planning Committee: Cllrs Spiers, Lee, Bemand and Steel
d) The Finance and General Purposes Committee: Cllrs Spiers, Wakefield, Bemand and Lee
e) Community Governor for Defford cum Besford First School: Mrs Sally Dodwell had decided not to continue as a Community Governor as nominated by the Parish Council, so it was agreed to advertise the post in the Parish News. 
5. To review the Standing Orders, Financial Regulations and Asset Register

The Council decided that the Standing Orders, Financial Regulations and Asset Register needed no changes. 
6. To confirm the Bank Signatories 

All current signatories confirmed that they were happy to continue. 
7. To agree the dates and venues of future meetings for the year 

It was agreed that the next meetings would take place on the following dates: 24th July 2012, 18th September 2012, 20th November 2012, 22nd January 2013, 19th March 2013, 7th May 2013 (Annual Parish Meeting), 21st May 2013 (Annual Meeting of the Parish Council AGM). All meetings would take place at Defford Village Hall except the July meeting which would be held at Besford Court Community Hall subject to confirmation from the Besford Court Management Committee. 
8. Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 13th March 2012 to be confirmed and signed

It was resolved that the minutes of the meeting of the 13th March 2012 should be accepted and signed as a true record. 
9. Minutes of the Finance and General Purposes meeting held on 19th April 2012 to be confirmed and signed

It was resolved that the minutes of the meeting of the 19th April 2012 should be accepted and signed as a true record. 
10. Planning 

(a) New applications

The following planning application had been received  and had been circulated around members of the Planning Committee. 

W/12/00569/PP: Heatherton, Upper Street, Defford

Proposal: Two storey rear and single storey front extensions. 


Planning Committee: No objection

C/12/00699/OL: Rifle Range, Salters Lane, Besford

Proposal: Upgrade to 3 phase electricity supply. 


Planning Committee: No objection

W/12/00742/PP: Small Trees, 19 Besford Court Estate, Besford

Proposal: Retrospective planning permission for solar panels on garage and kitchen. 


Planning Committee: No objection

W/12/00802/PP: 23 The Walled Garden, Besford Court Estate, Besford

Proposal: Retrospective planning permission for solar panels. 


Planning Committee: No objection

(b) Wychavon District Council decisions  

W/12/00245/LP
16 - 30 Besford Court Estate, Besford

Permitted

W/12/00569/PP
Heatherton, Upper Street, Defford


Refused
11. Finance

a) To approve any payments due

The following invoices totalling £1,298.00 were approved for payment: Pershore Volunteer Centre, photocopying of Parish Plan; S. Lee, reimbursement for postage & envelopes for Parish Plan; Npower, streetlighting; Defford Village Hall, hall hire 8/5/12 & 22/5/12; Open Spaces Society, Annual subscription; Pershore Town Council, contribution to Community Bus; Wychavon Bursary Award Scheme, donation; Worcestershire CALC, Annual subscription; LA Garden Services, grass-cutting in March & April ’12.  

b) To approve the Accounts for the financial year 2011/12
It was resolved to approve the Accounts for the financial year 2011/12. 

c) To approve the Annual Return for the financial year 2011/12
It was resolved to approve the Annual Return for the financial year 2011/12. 

12. To discuss a Streetlighting Survey from the County Council

A survey on streetlighting had recently been sent from the County Council. The Councillors considered the questions and agreed that answers should be submitted as follows: 
i. Would your parish be willing to reduce streetlighting in your area?
There were mixed opinions on this. It was thought likely that those who lived in a street with streetlights would wish to keep them and those who lived in unlit areas would have no strong feelings to keep existing lights elsewhere. Parishioners had had problems on winter nights when getting off the bus in darkness in the unlit areas as it was not always possible to carry shopping bags and a torch. It was noted that the car park was in need of additional lighting rather than a reduction. There was general support for switching off lights or dimming them between midnight and 5.30am as suggested. There was no opposition to taking place in a trial switch-off period. 

ii. If not, what would your community's concerns be?
Difficulties during winter evenings as outlined above.
iii. If yes, would you see any possible benefits to your community? 
The financial saving to the Parish Council which currently spends approximately £350 per year on electricity. 

13. To discuss requests for donations from Wychavon CAB and the Wychavon Bursary Scheme

A letter had been received from Wychavon District Council outlining its Bursary Award Scheme which is a prize given to an individual or group who in the opinion of the community has given exceptional service to others. The Council decided to support the scheme to agreed to send a cheque for £50. 
A letter had also been received from the Citizens’ Advice Bureau requesting a minimum donation of £500. The Council decided that it would not be able to send a donation of this magnitude even though it acknowledged the extremely valuable work carried out by the organisation. 
14. To discuss the speed limit on a section of the A4104 near Woodmancote

Enquiries have been made as to whether it would be possible for the section of the A4104 from the Monkey House to the 40mph zone to have its speed limit reduced. The County Council have said that all speed limits are supported by a legal Traffic Regulation Order and the only way in which the County Council can either consider a new Traffic Regulation Order, or change an existing one, is for the Parish Council to discuss their request further with the local County Councillor in order to obtain their views and gain their support. If given, the County Council would then be asked to investigate the feasibility of the request to identify whether it has merit in order to pursue through the formal Traffic Regulation Order process. The Council decided that County Cllr Hardman would be approached and that a speed limit of 40mph would be requested. 

15. Councillors reports  

a) County Councillor A Hardman

County Councillor Hardman was not present. 

b) District Councillor R Davis

i. Cllr Davis reported on various grant schemes: Birlingham and Eckington parishes had received £5000 and £4000 respectively towards their Village Halls from the Community Grant. The Small Health Grant had had a poor response and only £2400 out of a total fund of £16,000 had been awarded. The scheme would be run again in autumn. 
ii. He reported that a third of the funds invested in Icelandic banks had been recovered with interest of 6.45%. 
iii. He informed the meeting that he had sat on the Health & Well-Being board before a new board had been set up to examine information from agencies and institutions to assess performance. 
iv. Cllr Davis reported that currently business rates collected by the District Council are passed to the County Council and are returned in the form of various grants. In the future, the District Council will be able to keep the business rates but they will be top-sliced by the County Council by 20% and that this would affect Wychavon’s budget from 2013. Savings made to the end of March were over £3.5M; £660k from staff savings and another large proportion from shared services with other Councils. 
c) Parish Councillors

i. Cllr Shepherd reported that the School sign still hadn’t been changed for the correct one.   

ii. Cllr Wakefield asked for clarification as to whether expenses for refreshments for the Diamond Jubilee event would be reimbursed. This was agreed.

iii. Cllr Lee reported that several locations had been identified as possible sites for Affordable Housing. The locations will be sent for comments from Land Drainage, Highways and Planning and a report will be issued in due course. 
iv. Cllr Robinson reported that the bus shelter at Besford was in need of  repair. 

v. Cllr Wakefield noted an increase in lorries in the Old Railway Yard.
vi. Cllr Lee reported that so far 170 completed copies of the Parish Plan questionnaire had been received.
vii. Cllr Shepherd noted that the risk assessments needed to be reviewed. 
16. Correspondence and matters to be raised for next agenda

Correspondence had been received and circulated as follows: 

· Road closure information due to journey of Olympic Torch around the district
· Information detailing the launch of the new Community bus service

· Notice from the County Council that they have interviewed and taken on a Parish Paths Warden for Defford & Besford. 

17. To confirm date of the next meeting 

The next meeting was confirmed as the 24th July 2012 and would take place at Besford Court Community Hall subject to confirmation. 
Public Questions

i. A parishioner asked if the Parish Council would be purchasing a item such as a planter or a bench to mark the Diamond Jubilee. The possibility of advertising for donations from parishioners was suggested. Cllr Wakefield replied that commemorative mugs had been purchased for the village children and a community photo may be taken as had been done in the past. 
ii. A parishioner asked if the poor state of Harpley Road, most particularly the southernmost end, could be reported to the County Council. 

iii. A parishioner asked if the pothole by the manhole at the junction of Harpley Road and Crown Lane could be reported to the County Council. 

iv. A parishioner if the oil bulk buying scheme was in progress. Cllr Davis replied that some communities had successfully implemented schemes but that the success was almost entirely dependent on acquiring a diligent co-ordinator. As yet, that hadn’t happened. Additionally, following the advertisement in the Parish News, few people had expressed an interest in becoming part of an oil bulk buying scheme. 

The meeting was closed at 9.40pm. 
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