
LEIGH & BRANSFORD PARISH COUNCIL

PLANNING COMMITTEE MINUTES

Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 28th February 2012, 7.30pm at Leigh & Bransford Memorial Hall
Present:   John Sharp (chair), Roger Husband, Bruce Tasker, Mal Cooke, Brian Porter, Martin Gloster, Julian Burton

  Approximately 50 members of the public

1.
Apologies.  

 Stephen Seymour, Paul Miller, Graham Jones


2.
Register of Interests:
Julian Burton expressed an interest in application 12/00057/S73
The meeting was closed at this point to allow the members of the public present to speak.

Regarding planning application 12/00190/S73, a large number of local residents attended the meeting to express their opposition to the proposed installation of a signalised junction in Leigh Sinton at the junction of the A4103 and the B4503. The main reasons given for opposing the plan are detailed in note ‘a’ below.
The chairman thanked the residents for their contribution and the meeting was reopened.
3.
Approval of previous minutes 
The minutes had been approved at the Parish Council meeting held 24th 




January 2012.

4.
Matters arising.


None
5.
Applications discussed:   

	L&B

Ref No
	MHDC
Ref No.
	Proposal Details
	Location
	PC Response
	Summary of reasoning

	529
	12/00057/S73
	Application for variation of condition 2 of planning permission 09/00071/FUL to change opening hours to 6am - 10pm seven days a week
	Flat 1, The Old Somers Arms

Hereford Road, Leigh Sinton,

Worcestershire,

WR13 5DS
	No Objection
	n/a

	530
	12/00122/CLE
	Application for a Lawful Development Certificate for an existing use of the first floor over garage as ancillary residential development
	The Gables,

Bransford,

Worcestershire,

WR6 5JD
	No Objection
	n/a

	531
	12/00138/HOU
	Two storey side extension
	Cumbrae,

Dragons Cross,

Leigh Sinton,

Worcestershire,

WR13 5EA
	No Objection
	n/a

	532
	12/00190/S73
	Variation of condition 16 of outline planning permission 04/00182/OUT to allow for the installation of a signalised road junction.
	Junction of A4103 with B4503,

Leigh Sinton,

Malvern,

Worcestershire,
	Objection
	See note (a)

	533
	12/00222/FUL
	Demolition of existing conservatory. Erection of new entrance extension, new windows and doors to form Ambulance Control Centre
	West Midlands Ambulance Service, Bransford, Worcestershire, WR6 5JD
	No Objection
	n/a


Note (a)
· The street lighting associated with the proposed development would be contrary to our Parish Plan in which the majority of Leigh Sinton residents made it clear that increased street lighting in the village was not supported.

· The nature of the proposed development, including its relationship to and impact on, its immediate setting, the locality and local community is inappropriate. It would damage the identity and character of this rural village settlement and would be contrary to section DS3(a) of the MHDC Local Plan.

· The proposed development in general and the street lighting in particular would have a detrimental and significantly adverse effect on the amenity of the occupiers of residential property which overlooks the road junction in question. This would be contrary to policy DS3(c) of the MHDC Local Plan.

· The rural nature of our village is distinct from the urban sprawl of nearby communities – the proposed development and resulting urbanisation would permanently destroy this distinctiveness and would be contrary to MHDC Local Plan policy DS3(b).

· The light pollution arising from the proposed development will be at a level which is unacceptable and contrary to MHDC Local Plan policy DS3(n).

· The applicant has failed to demonstrate that there is a proven need for the proposed development in our community.

· Traffic lights at the junction in question would stop the flow of traffic unnecessarily, effectively turning the A4103 into a B road and resulting in additional noise, fumes and light pollution, particularly at night when traffic would normally pass through the village without stopping. 

· Traffic backed up through the village would have a detrimental effect on the passing trade of local businesses. 
· Concern was expressed regarding the impact of traffic lights on children being able to safely access school buses. The chairman did note however that the Headteacher had stated that one benefit of the installation of lights would be that it would be safer for the small minority of children who walk to school.

· Concern was expressed that the ongoing costs associated with the operation of traffic lights would be borne by local residents through council tax.
The parish council concurred with the views expressed, in particular that the installation is unnecessary since the current volume of traffic does not lead to significant hold-ups at the junction, even at peak times.
Mr Gloster, however, urged caution in rejecting the need for a scheme of any kind since if at a later date it was decided that traffic control measures were necessary, Persimmon would no longer be required to pay for it. He also raised the possibility previously discussed, of the s106 funds being diverted to the lay-by/play area scheme being considered at the school. The chairman confirmed he had discussed this with Mr Rudge and it was not a possibility.
The original traffic data on which the proposal is based is now out of date. Before any decision is made on the proposal to install traffic lights a new traffic survey should be undertaken.

If the subsequent traffic survey indicates that the volumes of traffic require modifications to the junction then a ‘button’ style roundabout should be provided. Such a roundabout exists at Holt Heath (A443/A4133) and has proved very successful at managing traffic flows at a similar junction. There is sufficient width in the B4503 where it joins the A4103 to increase the splays as required.

The majority of the members of the public present left the meeting at this point. The chairman thanked them very much for their contributions and urged them to attend the MHDC Planning Committee meeting at which the application would be discussed – dates to be advised.
6. Planning decisions received from MHDC
11/000066/CM
Proposed change of use of part of a pet kennels to a pet crematorium - Brookend Kennels.     Refused

The applications for 4 greenhouses at Brockamin Farm have been withdrawn by the applicant.
7. A.O.B

·  The planning enforcement officer had requested an update on parish council concerns re unauthorised activities at Dragon’s Cross prior to the case being considered. It was noted that lorries have been seen entering the site carrying scrap cars and also that the smell of burning tyres has been noted coming from the site.

·  The chairman noted the ‘Are you fit for neighbourhood planning’ event on 26th March and requested that representatives from the parish plan working group attend if possible.
· The chairman had attended a focus group meeting where the issue of ‘bed blocking’ had been highlighted and noted that there is a similar problem locally that should be taken into account when drawing up the parish plan.

· Affordable Housing. Festival Housing are not prepared to consider any alternative sites whilst the issue of trying to resolve the problems highlighted in the current application is ongoing. There will be a meeting to discuss the revised plan, in which the developer has sought to address these problems, on Friday 2nd March, which representatives of the parish council will be attending.
· The chairman and Mr Husband have met with representatives of Pershore College to discuss the Jubilee garden at Pear Tree Drive and a further meeting, with the students on site, has been arranged for 2pm on March 8th.

· The Bank House hotel has been sold to the Antler Hotels Corporation and the enforcement officer will be meeting them soon to discuss the outstanding works there. Mr Porter noted that the level of lighting coming from the site could become a problem and the clerk was asked to put this on the agenda of the next pc meeting.

8. Date of next meeting.




Annual Parish Meeting, Tuesday 13th March at The Fold 








PC meeting, Tuesday 27th March 2012 at The Memorial Hall
Signed
   ..................................................


Date
.............................
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