LEIGH AND BRANSFORD PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of Leigh and Bransford Parish Council held at Leigh and Bransford Memorial Hall at 7.30pm on Tuesday 27th March 2012. 

Present:           
Mr J Sharp (chairman)


Mr M Gloster






Mr R Husband



Mrs M Cooke






Mr B Porter



Mr B Tasker


Mr G Jones










District Cllr A Warburton (part meeting)


Sally Ellison – Worcester Volunteer Centre


Three members of the public

1.    WELCOME AND APOLOGIES

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting. Apologies were received from Mr J Burton, Mr P 
Hawkins, Mr P Miller, Mr S Seymour and District Cllr D Hughes.
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND CHANGES TO THE REGISTER OF INTERESTS
There were no declarations of interest or changes to the register of interests.

3. OPEN FORUM

The meeting was closed at this point to allow the public present to speak
Sally Ellison, Chief Officer of Worcester Volunteer Centre, gave a short talk on Worcester Wheels and explained the role it plays in providing transport for elderly and disabled people, particularly in rural areas. She urged the parish council to contact local residents who might benefit from using the scheme and also encouraged people to come forward as volunteer drivers.

It was noted that there are three volunteer drivers listed in The Sphere and the chairman agreed to provide Mrs Ellison with their details. The parish council also agreed to put details of the scheme on the local notice boards, on the website and in the next edition of The Sphere.

The chairman thanked Mrs Ellison for attending and she left the meeting.

The chairman thanked the members of the public and the meeting was re-opened.
4.
TO RECEIVE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETINGS HELD ON 24 JANUARY 2012 

Having previously been circulated the minutes were confirmed and signed by the Chairman. 

5.
TO RECEIVE THE REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES OF OTHER BODIES
a) Worcestershire County Council – No report
b) Malvern Hills District – Anthony Warburton
· A number of working groups have been set up to look at the services the District Council is providing and how it is delivering them.

· MHDC are to provide the Financial services for Worcester City.

· The National Planning Policy Framework is effective as of today, which aims to make the planning system less complex and more accessible and to promote sustainable growth. Locally this includes the need for a plan to provide suitable sites for travellers to be in place within 12 months, otherwise applications submitted will probably go through in principle unless the site is unsuitable. He noted that the Bastanford site had received temporary planning consent and that he would be chairing the group assessing the level of need in the district.

The chairman expressed concern about the number of glossy publications being sent out by MHDC. Mr Warburton requested that the clerk provide him with details.
The chairman thanked Mr Warburton who then left the meeting.
6.
PLANNING

a) Minutes of the planning committee meeting held on Tuesday 28th February.

Having previously been circulated, the minutes were accepted and signed.


b) Planning applications received.
	L&B ref  
	MHDC ref
	Application Details
	Location 
	PC Response
	Summary of reasoning

	535
	12/00242/CLE
	Application for certificate of lawful development of new bungalow
	Land adj Owls Roost,
Chapel Lane

Bransford

WR6 5JQ
	No Objection
	None required

	536
	12/00296/CLE
	Storage buildings and retention of track
	Island Barn
Court Lane

Bransford

WR6 5JL
	No Objection
	None required

	537
	12/00271/HOU
	Proposed first floor rear extension
	Copse Corner
Leigh

WR6 5LD
	No Objection
	See note 1

	538
	12/00348/FUL
	Additional car parking
	Waterside care Home
Leigh Sinton

WR13 5EQ
	No objection
	None required

	539
	12/00340/HOU
	Replacement of conservatory with single storey extension
	The Wain House
Dingle Road

Leigh, WR6 5JX
	No objection
	None required

	540
	12//00174/HOU
	Extension with first floor over garage and over ground floor bedroom
	Ashfields
Stitchens Hill

Leigh Sinton

WR13 5DJ
	No objection
	None required

	541

542

543

544
	12/00309/FUL
12/00310/FUL

12/00313/FUL

12/00312/FUL
	Erection of Glasshouse
                  “

                  “

                  “
	Land at (OS 7652 5331)
Leigh

Worcestershire
	No objection
	None required


Note 1 – The PC has no objection to the external design, but is concerned that the internal layout does not meet the applicant’s requirements for sterile facilities. The planners should also ensure that the regulations with regard to the neighbour’s privacy are complied with.
c) To receive updates on matters arising in previous planning minutes

The chairman reported that MHDC are against the installation of traffic lights at the junction of the A4103/B4503 in Leigh Sinton and have asked the County Council to prove that there is still a need for improvement to the junction – hence it is not progressing at the present time.

d) Planning decisions received from MHDC.

12/00057/S73

Malvern Martial Arts




Approved

12/00138/HOU

Cumbrae, Dragons Cross



Withdrawn

12/00122/CLE

The Gables





Withdrawn

7.
TO RECEIVE UPDATES ON MATTERS ARISING IN PREVIOUS MINUTES


a) Highways Matters


1. School Warning signs

The Chairman reported that the lights now have a power supply; they go on but do not go off. The school have investigated the cost of having a timer installed but have been quoted several thousand pounds for the job. Replacing the unit with one that can be turned off manually will cost around £1000, but someone would still need to operate it.

However, upon further investigation with a company who supply similar units, the chairman noted that programmable signs could be obtained directly for less than £900 and it may even be possible that the existing units are capable of taking a timer unit. It was agreed that a letter be sent to the Chief Executive of WCC, highlighting the problems and requesting that the matter be dealt with. The chairman and clerk to liaise.

A letter received from Mr Winwood, a resident of Stocks Lane, drawing attention to the danger caused by inconsiderate parking at school collection times, was read out. Sergeant Blanchard to be contacted requesting that the community police officer visit the location at school drop off and collection times to obtain evidence to support the case for the school lay-by.

The chairman then read out a letter from the Headteacher, Mr Bill, regarding the proposed works to the school lay-by. The view was expressed that once the initial problem of the lights was resolved, the village should be mobilised to press for the bigger problem to be resolved. The local MP should also get involved.


2. Footway works - Hop Pole Green, Leigh 

The required works are to be put forward to Cllr Smith for his personal allowance and are on hold until his return.
·         
3. Dingle Lane - drainage problem & potholes 


The potholes in the main road have been filled but those on Dingle Lane and the drainage 
problems in the area have not yet been attended to.

·         
4. Carriageway repairs – The Engine House, Leigh


Work has not yet been carried out.

5. Dangerous Turning – Clewer Croft
Mr Burton has been asking drivers of dangerously parked vehicles to move along and has suggested that a small sign be put up asking drivers not to park close to the corner. He has also started to cut back the overgrown hedge and will ask the owners of the nursery and take-away to do the same.



6. Overgrown hedge – Sherridge Road
The hedge has been cut. The Lengthsman to be asked to clear away any debris.



7. Overgrown hedge – Lower Howsell Road


The hedge has been cut back.



8. Bransford roundabout – white stop line·         



The job has not yet been attended to. The clerk to contact Highways.



It was noted that the roundabout has now been cleared and is ready to be seeded with grass. 


Mr Porter reported that cars are being parked on the verge on both sides of the bridle path 
making it difficult for users to exit the bridle path safely. People are also parking on the 
footpath in the area around the petrol station. The chairman advised him to call the police in 
these instances.

b) Bransford Affordable Housing development

The Chairman, Mr Gloster and Mr Tasker had attended a meeting with the developer, Festival Housing and MHDC planning officers. The chairman showed the meeting a set of revised draft plans, addressing most of the points to which the parish council had previously objected. The properties are now set 20 metres back from the road, are shielded by a bund and a footpath has been added. 
The matter was discussed. Mr Tasker and Mrs Cooke expressed the view that the development was still unsuitable due to its location and requested that an alternative site be put forward. The chairman noted that since Government money had already been allocated to this site it may not be possible for another site to receive funding. As to the suitability of the location and the delay that would result from starting again with a new site, he suggested that the opinion of the prospective residents be obtained.

Mr Porter suggested that road safety concerns around this development could provide an opportunity to reduce the speed limit through Bransford to 30mph. The chairman agreed that this, together with a request for a safe crossing place, could be put forward in response to a formal planning application when it was received but that no further comment should be made until that time.


c) Jubilee Garden and celebrations

The Chairman and Mr Husband have met with students from Pershore College and local residents to consider the plans for the Jubilee garden. Mr Husband suggested getting quotes for the removal of the trees on site.

A Jubilee celebration is to take place at the Memorial Hall on 3rd June involving all the local community organisations. The chairman suggested that the parish council support the event by underwriting any costs. Mr Gloster suggested a maximum of £1000 to underwrite and a further £500 for publicity, bunting etc. All were in agreement.

The chairman proposed that all children in the parish up to the age of 11 should receive a memento of the Jubilee up to the value of £5 per head. All were in favour.


d) Bransford Flooding and blocked culvert

The chairman reported that the pole has been removed from the culvert and a camera is to be used to 
assess the problem. All householders entitled to grant assistance have now completed their forms.

e) Play area and lay-by development – Leigh Sinton Primary School

Item covered in item 7a.

f) Completion of agreed works at Bank House site 


 No further works have been carried out as yet and the matter is being followed up with the new owners.

g) Maintenance of Old Rectory Wood


The work has been completed and the wood from the cut down trees given to a local senior resident for 
fuel.

h) Dog mess – Suckley Rd

The matter has been reported. No update at the present time.


i) Speed Camera – Leigh Sinton


The Safer Roads Partnership has been consulted and has confirmed that the camera is operational and 
checked regularly.
 8.
PLAY CORNER – LEIGH SINTON

The chairman ran through the background to the site, including the problems with nuisance experienced over recent years. He suggested that the site might be suitable for housing and could be sold off to raise funds to finance the proposed work at the school. Duncan Rudge has suggested that a developer should be approached to provide drawings and feedback then sought from MHDC planning department. All agreed that the chairman should proceed with the matter. 
 9.
TO DISCUSS THE LEVEL OF LIGHTING ON THE BANK HOUSE GOLF COURSE

There have been no further problems and a neighbouring resident is keeping an eye on the matter. It was 
agreed that this should be removed from the agenda.

10.
OVERGROWN HEDGE – CLEWER CROFT


Matter dealt with under 7a-5

11.
FOOTPATH MAINTENANCE IN BRANSFORD

The issue of overgrown vegetation encroaching on the pavement on the footway between Bransford and 
Leigh Sinton had been highlighted by a resident at the recent Annual Parish meeting. The Lengthsman to 
be requested to attend to the problem.

12.
APPLICATION FOR DISCRETIONARY RURAL RATE RELIEF – THE POST OFFICE, 

HEREFORD ROAD, LEIGH SINTON

An application for Discretionary Rural Rate Relief in respect of Leigh Sinton Post Office was 
considered. It was agreed by all that the business is of benefit to the local community and should be 
supported by the parish council. The requested contribution of £58.68 was approved unanimously.  
13. 
RATES OF PAY – LENGTHSMAN AND CLERK, 2012/13


It was proposed that the rate of pay for the parish Lengthsman be raised from £11 to £12 per hour. 
Proposed by Mr Tasker, seconded by Mr Jones and agreed by all. It was noted that the remuneration 
received by the clerk had remained unchanged for several years and the chairman agreed to consider the 
matter and report back to the next meeting, with any increase being backdated to 1st April 2012.

.
14.
FINANCE

Accounts paid and received

Accounts Paid

Bear & Ragged Staff
Honorarium – Les Williamson


£75


B Tasker

re-imbursement for two parish maps


£10

WCC


1 grit bin plus grit




£204

PA Gardiner

Grass cutting – playing field



£35


BGS


Lengthsman –March




£115.50


J Barker

Clerk – March





£475.14


Post Office

HMRC PAYE 4th Qtr




£318


Eon 


Electricity – Phone box



£15.70

CAB


Donation 2011/12




£100


Accounts received

WCC


Lengthsman scheme – Sept – Dec 2012 

£880
15. 
TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES & WORKING GROUPS

a. Affordable Housing Group – Already covered in 7b


b. Footpath working – No report

c. Memorial Hall. – Mr Gloster reported that the AGM would be held on 24th April and requested that people attend. He also noted that he was now able to provide a quote for the work to the Hall and requested that the parish council release the £500 previously earmarked. The matter was discussed and it was agreed that Mr Gloster should provide a written list of materials and costs and then the funds made available. Proposed by Mr Tasker, seconded by Mrs Cooke and agreed by a majority of 6 votes to 1.

d. Community Resilience Working Group 

The chairman will be checking that the phone numbers listed are up to date.

e. Community Payback 

No report


f. Parish Plan Working Group


Mrs Cooke distributed a questionnaire and requested comments for the next meeting.


It was noted that some parishes had received funding to assist in financing their plan and Mrs Cooke agreed to approach Cllr’s Warburton and Hughes in this regard. She also requested that the working group should take up any relevant training opportunities. The steering group needs to comprise three parish councillors and 12 residents and it was agreed that a flyer should be put out in the area. The chairman requested that the working group report back to the planning committee in future so that an update was given every month and also suggested that she contact Kempsey Parish Council for further information.

g. VAS Working Group

Mrs Cooke showed a graph illustrating the speed of traffic using the Suckley Road. It was noted that Mr Seymour had attended a meeting with representatives of the other councils sharing the VAS. The Lengthsman would be responsible for charging up the sign, for which he would charge £2 per week to the parish concerned.

15.
COUNCILLORS REPORTS

The chairman gave an update on the bulk purchasing scheme for oil.

Mr Porter noted that The Fold annual Blues Festival would take place in July and voiced his concern regarding the amount of noise it would cause. The chairman suggested he contact environmental health and provide them with the date of the event.
18.
DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 

The next planning committee meeting will be held on Tuesday 24th April and the next parish council meeting will be held on Tuesday 22nd May, both 7:30 pm at the Memorial Hall.

Chairman.............................................

Date..................................................
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