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Honeybourne Parish Council 

DRAFT Minutes of an Ordinary Council Meeting held at the Village Hall on 12th June 2012 

Present: Cllrs. B Johnson, A Attridge, D George, A Simmons, T Probert, G Clelland, S Kendrick, S Matthews, P Brookes and M Powell.
  
In Attendance: Cllr. Alistair Adams, Mr J Stedman (Clerk) and one member of the public.
42. Apologies were accepted from: Cllr. D Cowan and Cllr. Tom Bean


43. Disclosures of Interests
a.  To declare and disclose any personal or prejudicial interests in items on  the agenda
Personal Interests: Cllr. Trish Probert, minute 47b 
Personal and Prejudicial Interests: none
b. Register of Interests: The Chairman reminded members of the need to update their register of interests and that the Clerk has copies of all members register of interests if they wish to review them. 

44. The Chairman adjourned the meeting for public open forum.
Public Open Forum; a member of the public raised many issues over the Grange Farm development site including the proposals for the new Village Hall and the removal of the stone barn.       
Ward Members Reports
Cllr. Tom Bean: No report available 
Cllr. Alistair Adams: (Attended after a WDC Committee meeting but is minuted here for convenience,) gave his report which is appended to the minutes.
 The Chairman closed the adjournment at 7.45 and reconvened the meeting.


45.  Minutes: 
a.  Council agreed the wording of the minutes of the 8th May ordinary Council meeting and the extra planning meeting on 22nd May; the Chairman signed both  sets of minutes as a true record of the meetings. 

46.  Clerk’s Report on Matters in Progress:
a. Correspondence from Taylor Wimpey and the Clerk’s response regarding the Stevenson Way balancing pond were noted by the council.
b. An Invitation for a group of members to visit Vicarage Nurseries in Bretforton was accepted and the Clerk will make the arrangements. 

c. 
Printing and delivery of the council’s newsletter was completed by 18th May. 

d. The Council’s Annual Return was sent to Clement Keys on 28th May. 

e. 
Confirmation of Public Liability insurance for the VISA sports event was received. 
f. 
A complaint was received regarding an advertising sign on The Green by Brick Walk, this is now resolved as the sign has been removed. 

47. Planning – Application for consideration
a. W/12/00936/PN 1, Brandon Villas, Station Road –New house and vehicular access, The Council has no objection or comment on the application 
b. W/12/01110/PP Mr D Hall, 49 High Street, Ground floor extension for kitchen and utility, The Council has no objection or comment on the application 

48. Planning  Decisions to Note:

a.  W/12/00597/PP Mr Rainey, 45 School Street, two storey rear extension Granted with 6 conditions.  

b. W/12/00689/PP Mr Rolls, 23 High Street, two storey side extension and rebuild rear extension Granted with 3 conditions.  

c. WCC App. 12/000011/REG3… retention of a double classroom at Honeybourne School for 3 years granted with 2 conditions. 

d. W/00726/PP Mr A Galeckyj, 10 Stevenson Way, first floor extension Granted with 2 conditions  

e. W/12/00485/LB Mr M Hancox, 29 Ashwins Farm, School Street Listed building repairs Granted with conditions 


49.  Matters arising from the planning meeting on 22nd May
a. Intermittent power supplies in the parish; it was agreed to write to E-on regarding this very inconvenient and prolonged problem of short term power failures.   

b. Impending Appeals: Members agreed to a further letter to Peter Luff MP requesting he supports the Parish Council regarding the Lioncourt appeal. It was suggested a Parish Council representative should also speak at the appeal but difficulties arose over member’s availability. It was also agreed that the Chairman would speak on behalf of the Council at the Sharba Homes appeal. Both appeals are to be held at WDC offices in July.   
c. SWDP: Council considered if further representation to the SWDP regarding the proposed 25 dwellings on the Shorey site off High Street were needed and it was agreed not to make any further comments. 

d. A letter from Griffiths Mumford referring to the Grange Farm application private access issues was noted. 

50.  Neighbourhood Plan

a. A Members report on the WDC workshop meeting for the Neighbourhood Plan is appended to the minutes. After considering the report it was agreed to wait until further advice was available before making a decision on initiating a plan. Further updates will be reported when available. 
b. Council noted Neighbourhood planning advice available from CPRE 


51. Cemetery & Churchyard

a.  The Clerk reported on the burial of Mrs Theresa Shorey in grave 279
b. The excessive grass growth was noted and it was agreed to have the grass collected from the cemetery at the next cut and disposed of along the base of the cemetery hedge.  

52. Street Lights: 
a.  Lighting faults to be reported: none at this time. 

53.  Public Rights of Way – 
a. The PPW reported on the difficult access to the bridleway off Bretforton Road and has offered to clear the overgrowth to allow easy access. He will pursue having the metal tank removed and a fence with a bridleway gate erected to prevent un-authorised access. Other PROW’s will be inspected in the near future. 
b. The footpath from Stratford Road to Westbourne is in need of strimming as nettle growth is restricting access. The clearance to be referred to the Handyman. 
54. Highways:
a. Highway matters to be reported to County Highways 
i. A STW manhole has sunk causing a hazard in the carriageway on Buckle Street north of Shinehall Lane.

ii. Many potholes in Bretforton Road are causing traffic to swerve. The Clerk will investigate when the promised spring 2012 resurfacing will take place.  
b. The replacement Litterbin in Stratford Road could not be confirmed and will be reported at the next meeting. 
c. The Clerk’s reported that his request to return the VAS speed indicator in Station Road had failed because the highways officer needed the support of the Ward Member and Cllr. Tom Bean declined to support the Clerk’s request. An indication that it will possibly return in 2013 was given by the Highways Officer.   

55. Lengthsman & Handyman. 
a. The Clerk reported the Lengthsman is now trained and operational. 

b. Report on works carried out last month; School Street verge clearance.  

c. Lengthsman & Handyman new matters to be reported for action.

i. Further verge strimming in School Street

ii. Clear out verge grips in School Street

iii. Strim the corner on Green Close and Bretforton Road 

iv. Strim the nettles on the PROW in Stratford Road

v. Clear the gravel from a gully in Station just south of the Ranch
vi. Check and report on the damage to the headwall on the recreation field entrance.  

56. The Leys Playing Field 

a. The regular monthly visual inspection was not carried out due to personal circumstances 
b. The Clerk reported that the re-painting of the swings is now completed. 
c. Members raised concerns over the excessive length of the grass. The Clerk will check that the contractor is fulfilling the mowing contract specification and request a cut as soon as possible. 
57.   VISA and Recreation Field :
a. 
The VISA report on the progress with the recreation field was not available. 

b. Field 
Lease: Council considered the latest draft of the recreation field lease to VISA and confirmed the latest amendments were satisfactory. It was agreed that if the VISA solicitor finds the latest draft acceptable and the Council Conveyancer also agrees, then the lease can be signed by the Parish Council and the lease transfer concluded.
c. The Clerk reported on the confirmation of grant of easement at 1 Gloster Ades from Thomson Bancks solicitors and on receipt of the agreed £1,000 fee the easement documents will be forwarded to the Parish Council. 
58. HAGA: 
a. Council noted the HAGA AGM report, the allotment allocations chart and the HAGA balance sheet for 2011-12.  

b. The Clerk reported on banking the £580.00 received from HAGA for plot rents.
c. 
It was agreed not to review the limit of 20% non-parishioner tenants in view of the seven vacant plots but advertise the vacant plots within the parish using notice boards and the newsletters. 

d. It was agreed the Handyman should clear the vacated plots of weeds and vegetation as requested by HAGA and the mowing contractor to mow the periphery of the site ASAP. 

e. 
It was agreed the Clerk should send debt letters to tenants with outstanding rents as suggested by HAGA, any letters to be a friendly reminder only.   

59.   Party in the Park Report: 
a. Cllr. Trish Probert expressed her disappointment over the relentless rain on the day of the Jubilee event. However, many parishioners did turn out and a most enjoyable day was had by all. Some of the planned events had to be cancelled such as dancing and fireworks but all other entertainments were a success. 
b. On behalf of the parish, the Chairman proposed a vote of thanks to Trish and Graham for their sterling work on the Jubilee event organization; members fully supported the proposal adding their congratulation to Trish and everyone involved.  
c. 
Cllr. Trish Probert final event report and financial balances will be presented to the next Council meeting as the working group has a final meeting arranged to conclude the event and balance the finances. Cllr. Trish Probert proposed that a further event be held later in the year at the Gate Inn as surplus funds are available to complete the entertainment which was cancelled at the Jubilee party. The Council agreed to the proposal in principle and further details will be given in the report next month. 
60. Policy: Matters

a.  The Chairman proposed an amendment to Standing Orders to regulate the term of office for the chairman. It was resolved that the following wording will be inserted into the Council’s standing orders: -
 "No member of the Council shall serve as Chairman of the Council for more than three consecutive municipal years. This does not preclude any member standing as Chairman of the Council again provided there has been a break of one complete municipal year since last serving."
     

b.  Council considered a Lead Member for Broad Band and IT matters and it was agreed that Cllr. Peter Brookes should take the post which he accepted.  

c. 
Adoption of the Worcestershire model code of conduct with effect from 1st July, and to delegate to the Clerk the ability to amend the document as needed when a final version is made available. It was resolved to adopt the model in principle as further information is needed to conclude the matter. 
d. It was further agreed to delegate to the Clerk the ability to recommend for approval, any changes needed to standing orders to allow the council to comply with procedural changes resulting from adopting the new code.
e. 
It was also agreed that council members will register their interests with the District Council as soon as the regulations specifying them are published. 

61.  Finance:
a. The Council approved the Payments, Receipts and Balances as listed in appendix A 
b. The Clerk informed the meeting of the actions taken with regard to the internal auditors 2011-12 report and it was resolved the actions taken or proposed by the Clerk were adequate to conclude the internal audit report.  
c. 
Council agreed all future payments to Npower for streetlight energy to be paid by direct debit and two members signed the direct debit mandate. 
62. Matters raised by members and items for future agendas - none


63. Correspondence: For consideration

a. Audit Commission-Consultation on appointment of external auditor for 2012/13 and future years – Council noted the document without comment
b. WDC Standards training event 20th June at 6.30  - Noted
64. Correspondence Noted –
a. CAB receipt of payment

b. Land Drainage Maintenance of Watercourse at Grange Farm (Honeybourne) Ltd

65.  Meeting Dates:
a. It was confirmed the next Ordinary Meeting is scheduled for the 10th July at the Village Hall at 7.30 pm when Mrs Carole Longden will make a presentation on the proposals for a new forest planting in the parish. 

66. There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 10.15 pm. 

Chairman  
Date 

	
	
	APPENDIX A: FINANCE 
	
	
	

	
	Payments to be Authorised 
	Jun-12
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Cheque 
	Payee
	Details
	 Total 
	 VAT  
	 Net  

	No.
	
	
	 Payment 
	 Element 
	 Payment 

	997
	P D Long
	Streetlight Maintenance
	68.40
	11.40
	57.00

	998
	G Bradley 
	Internal audit 
	105.00
	 
	105.00

	999
	Brian Johnson
	Mileage expenses 
	12.60
	 
	12.60

	1000
	Hightrees 
	Mowing Contract 
	501.84
	83.64
	418.20

	1001
	John Hyde
	Handyman Works 
	175.00
	 
	175.00

	1001
	John Hyde
	Lengthsman works 
	138.44
	 
	138.44

	1002
	J Stedman
	Clerks Salary & Expenses
	759.54
	 
	759.54

	1003
	Quality Solicitors 
	Grant of easment 
	1,000.00
	 
	1,000.00

	1004
	Tony Burford 
	Allotment deposit refund
	20.00
	 
	20.00

	1005
	Helen Sharman
	Allotment deposit refund
	20.00
	 
	20.00

	1006
	Kevin Alviti 
	Allotment deposit refund
	40.00
	 
	40.00

	1007
	G Clelland
	Newsletter Delivery
	80.00
	 
	80.00

	 
	 
	 
	2,920.82
	95.04
	2,825.78

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	 
	Payments received and banked 
	 
	

	
	Received From
	Details
	 Amount 
	 Banked 
	

	
	WDC 
	Broadband Survey Support
	250.00
	16-May
	

	
	Tomlins 
	Hodgson interment Inv 173
	110.00
	 
	

	
	Merstow Green Funeral Home
	Interment Shorey Inv 174
	295.00
	 
	

	
	Allotment Tenants 
	Allotments rents from HAGA
	580.00
	 
	

	
	
	Total 
	1,235.00
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Account Balances  
	
	
	

	
	
	CURRENT ACCOUNT
	£4,454.85
	
	

	
	
	DEPOSIT ACCOUNT
	£58,569.94
	
	

	
	
	TOTAL FUND BALANCE 
	£63,024.79
	
	


Neighbourhood Plan workshop report from the Chairman 

Mike Powell and I attended a training session on the Neighbourhood Plan process at Wychavon DC offices on Monday 28 May.

It is clear that as the Localism Act has only recently been published and the regulations are still being drafted the road ahead is not very clear

We were advised by an independent Planning Consultant, who was one of the speajers, not to use planning consultants as they are not necessary.  He suggested that if you told a Consultant that you had been awarded £20k to prepare a plan that is what their fees would magically be.

To get the £20k the PC would need to complete their Neighbourhood Plan which it is anticipated could take up to five years to complete!!!  Likely cost is £25-£30k. Engaging planning consultants will empty the pot at minute one.

Also it is necessary to remember that WDC hold all the money and only pay out  when they are satisfied that valid work has been accomplished and they are not obliged to hand over all of the £20k.

A policy decision is to be taken soon on whether the cost of holding the Neighbourhood Plan referendum which WDC are obliged to pay for is to be withheld from each PCs £20k allocation thus reducing it further.

(NB This referendum will need 51% village support if the Plan is to succeed)

It was stressed that the cost of the Plan would need to be estimated in advance and that a large number of dedicated volunteers will be needed and they will have to input quite considerable amounts of time.  This may prove to be a problem in Honeybourne.

We were reminded that there were other options within the Localism Act which PCs can pursue and which can be implemented far more quickly and cheaply.

Mike and I have serious reservations as to whether this is the way forward for Honeybourne.

Brian Johnson

Mike Powell
District Councillor report 
- Honeybourne

Month: June 2012

Prepared by Alastair Adams – Honeybourne & Pebworth Ward, 

Wychavon District Council

1. Planning
a. 44 dwellings – Sheep Sales Fields – Sharba Homes W/11/02686/PN  - The developers have appealed against the decision. We are waiting for the date of the appeal. The date of the appeal is 18th July to 20th July at the Civic Centre in Pershore. I had a meeting with the Head of Planning, Head of Legal and the planning officers involved with the Chairman of Honeybourne Parish Council to discuss how to organise ourselves for the appeal. Everyone interested is invited to attend on all or any of the 3 days. If you want to speak at the event as a resident this is possible – either go onto the planning portal on the WDC web site, or contact me.
b. 70 dwellings - Lioncourt Homes development at Station Road  - Literally a few days after the Sharba Homes appeal is the one for Lioncourt. The date of the appeal is 24th July to 26th July at the Civic Centre in Pershore. As above, anyone interested is invited to attend on all or any of the 3 days. If you want to speak at the event as a resident this is possible – either go onto the planning portal on the WDC web site, or contact me.
c. SWDP – I had my meeting with Fred Davis concerning the results of the first public consultation and its effect on Honeybourne’s housing targets. It appears they have listened to the residents and Parish Council and will make some changes. A formal report will be sent to the Parish Council by the end of June, and it will then go to a 2nd public consultation after the WDC vote on it in early July.

d. Honeybourne Parish Council awarded £20,000 from central government to help develop a neighbourhood plan, and I attended the training meeting on 28th May 

2. Resident queries: 

a. Some housing issues have been raised in the last month,  and I have liaised with the relevant housing officers for a response

b. I collected the Honeybourne newsletter from the printers for distribution around the village

3. Broadband –I met the consultant in Pebworth & Honeybourne on the 18th May with Michael Poore and Peter Brookes. We gave him a tour of the area and located the various BT cabinets. He has now written to Openreach asking for clarification of the exact location of the fibre optic cables in our area. This will take up to 5 weeks to get a reply! In the meantime, several local residents have opted to trial the mobile phone Broadband service and have been very pleased with the improvement in speed. See Mike Foist’s comments “After getting more and more frustrated with our desperately slow broadband we have now bitten the bullet and changed to a 3G Mobile Internet Provider. It is a great success!!   The BT line was delivering speed between 250 and

500 K, now with 'Three' mobile (a normal WiFi at home, only on a mobile, not a 'phone line) it runs between 5 and 6 Mbps.  Unbelievable improvement.

Clearly it may not work so well in every house, it will depend on the 3G signal, but it is definitely worth considering!!”

Finally, I have been elected vice- Chairman of the Overview & Scrutiny Committee of the WDC for the next 12 months. Also I have been selected to stand for County Council elections next May for the Littleton’s Division by the Mid Worcestershire Conservative Association. 



