



Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on
Wednesday 14th December 2011, 
at the Villages Hall, Bishampton

Members and Officers present: Cllr Cheetham (chairman),   Cllr Argyle, Cllr  Hodgkins, Cllr Rimell, Cllr  Day, Cllr Mills, Cllr Tucker

in attendance:  Clerk 
1. Apologies:  Cllr Beever
2. Declaration of Interest

a) Register of Interests:  Councillors were reminded of the need to update their register of interests.

b) Personal Interests:  none 
c) Prejudicial Interests:  none

3. Minutes:  the minutes of the meeting held on 3rd October 2011 were approved.
	The meeting was adjourned for Public Question Time @ 7.35 and reopened @ 8.03, notes of which are appended to these minutes


1. Progress reports: for information

a) Village Shop

The PC are still fighting to improve the Post Office
b) Lengthsman

The Lenghtsman has been advised to discontinue carrying out safety inspections as of end December.

c) PACT News

The PACT Meeting at Pinvin School on Tuesday 6th December 2011. In brief the following points were covered our support Officer Simon has now been moved to Evesham South and we will now be covered by various Support Officers but no permanent Officer will be available. 

A speed check has been carried out in Broad Lane and one motorist was summonsed for travelling at 52 mph. The motorist will be attending a speed awareness course. A number of other motorists were caught in fact 30 in one hour but all these were marginally over 30 and up to 40 mph and were given verbal warnings.. The main reason for attending the meeting was to monitor the progress, on the Automated Speed Signs and three villages namely, Pinvin, Wyre Piddle and Bishampton have agreed to go down this route, subject to Parish Council approval. It could take up to 18 months for these to be made available.   This cost would go into the 2013/14 budget. The cost for the unit is £2,500.00 which will be shared between the three villages. On top of this we have to have an extension pole fitted to the current 30mph signs at a cost of £80.00 each. Bishampton will require 3 poles and possibly 2 for Throckmorton, prior to year end we need to  identify where in the villages these would achieve maximum impact. Suggestions would be above the 30 mph sign as you approach Bishampton down Broad Lane from the direction of Furze Hill, One opposite The Paddocks in Main Street coming from the direction of Throckmorton, and the other probably on Main Street just after the left hand bend by Church End. Throckmorton needs to decide on where theirs should be positioned.  According to the Police the benefit of these signs gives a 21.5% reduction in car accidents, but with our figure being so low this is not a realistic measure. Other considerations are that the Highways Authority will prior to us acquiring the signs view the areas nominated and for a period put speed wires across the road to confirm the need, and to gain there support for the signs. If we go down this route the sign can be moved by our Lengthsman we have to pay for the batteries and keep the sign clean and serviced. The Company currently recommended. is WestCo Tech.





Action CT/GD
d) Play Area – nothing to report
e) Dog fouling – nothing to report
f) Nature Reserve / footpaths

The back of the Reserve has now been cleared of old plum trees and Smartcut have stump ground the bases. All brush created has been burnt off.   20 Apple Trees and some plumbs need to be planted prior to the end of February.  




Action LR/RH
Finally, The new sign has been installed at the entrance to the Nature Reserve and on a rolling month basis will be updated on what should generally be happening with Nature during that month. Thanks to Bob Averis, Andrew Dyke and Denis Collins for there support and hard work.
g) Stoneland Trust – nothing to report
h) First Response – nothing to report
2. New Items

5.1
Tender for Burial Site

Note from Nigel Swansea @ Defra

“As you may already be aware, the main operational requirement for the site is engineering support, to ensure the filtration plant and machinery that deals with the collection and management of leachate is maintained and working efficiently. There is also an element of civil engineering to ensure the burial cells are adequately maintained. As there is only limited surplus land and public access is restricted, Defra has not sought to develop the ecology via land management.

Our initial reaction to your suggestion is that the management of the burial cells is complex, and any management failure could potentially result in damage to the environment. However we wish to be open minded and if the Parish Council can demonstrate the skills necessary to manage the site, it is something which we would be willing to explore further through discussion. The Parish Council should also recognise that they would also be taking on legal responsibility for any breaches of environmental legislation arising from any management failures. 

To enable the Parish Council to obtain a better understanding of site operations I suggest an onsite meeting would be useful, to which I would invite our facilities management provider, to fully set out the management regime required for the site to a small group of Parish Council representatives (ideally no more than four). Hopefully this will provide the Councillors with a much better insight as to the detail in running the Ridgeway Ground Burial Site.

I hope this will be of interest to you, and if you could confirm attendees, I’ll make the necessary arrangements.”
Three members of the PC would like to take up the offer of a site visit in the new year.  

Action CT

5.2
Pershore Transition


The PC would like to invite the Transition group to present at the February meeting.
      Action CT

5.3
Bishampton Youth Club Account

An old deposit book belonging to the Bishampton Youth Club has been discovered.  In order to have these funds transferred into the PC reserve fund two new signatories are required.  The chairman suggested Cllr Rimell & Cllr Hodgkins. This was accepted.

    Action ME
3. Planning:

a) Council’s response to planning applications between meetings and reports on decisions

b) Current planning applications  

W11/02535/AC  Wellfield, Broad Lane, Bishampton

Proposal: Creation of new disabled access ramp to no2 Wellfield, Bishampton – no comment
W/11/02631/PP2 Moat Farm Lane, Bishampton, Pershore, WR10 2NJ

Proposal: Single storey extension to front. – no comment
W/11/02417/CU Evesham Vale Carp Fishery, Broad Lane, Bishampton

Proposal: Provision of 10 No. fisherman overnight timber cabins to be sited on western boundary of lake

· H&S issue as it lies on a flood plain area
· Very un attractive to the landscape





Action ME
4. Finance:

a) To consider the payments to be made as per  list

	Date
	Cheque No
	Payee
	Amount
	Item

	14/12
	1438
	C MORRIS
	£45.00
	Telephone kiosk books

	
	1439
	N WINTER
	£214.70
	Lengthsman

	
	1440
	GBD
	£222.48
	Mowing

	
	1441
	D & G
	£291.75
	Insulation

	
	1442
	S TURNER & ASS
	£414.80
	Shop Insurance

	
	1443
	M AVERIS
	£49.00
	Carol singing donation

	
	1444
	M ENGLISH
	£544.50
	Wages, Expenses, Mileage & Over

	
	1445
	CANCELLED
	
	

	
	1446
	STAR SIGNS
	£156.00
	Signs

	
	1447
	R HODGKINS
	£4.75
	Tape

	 
	 
	 
	£1,942.98
	 


b)  To note any receipts 

Rent


-
£      600.00


c) To approve the statement of cash reconciliation for November 2011

The current account opened with a balance of £23,743.53  

Income received to the value of £600.00 was received, Cheques to the value of £3,076.58  were written out. £1,444.90 is still to be presented.

This left a closing balance of £21,266.95  in the current account.

The savings account opened with £730.87  received £0.03 interest, giving a closing balance of £730.90

The fixed term account has a balance of £0.  £10,000.00 will be transferred in December

As at November  30th  2011 the cash assets for the PC stand at £21,997.85

d) To approve claims for expenses/overtime

To approve the Clerks Expenses of £82.12 for ink, stationery & postage.  Overtime £29.44 for attending CILCA Training & £22.88 to cover the cost of mileage
5. Councillors’ reports and items for future agenda
6. County and district councillor report.

Wychavon Enforcement continue to monitor activities on the DEFRA land behind Tilesford Park 

 EVG Springhill Farms have offered to come and explain that they will be putting in a planning application for an anaerobic digester at Rotherdale Farm in January and give some background to their plans for the farm.

Both County and District councils will be setting a nil council tax this year as government is funding them the eqivalent of 2.5% increase – albeit for one year only.

CC Tucker  had an interesting session with the minister for Post Offices Ed Davey about the problems we have experienced with Post Office Local. He was surprised that Bishampton was used as a pilot since the village is too small to be likely to generate sufficient income from transactions alone. She will  be taking this further.

7. Clerks report on Urgent Decisions since last meeting.

8. Correspondence for information:  To note the attached appendix of items which have been circulated 

9. Next meeting to be held @ 7.30pm on Monday 6th February  2012 at the Throckmorton Village Hall
The meeting closed at 8.00 pm
Signed


…………………………………………………

…………………………..

Chairman
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