


Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on
Monday 6th February, 
at the Villages Hall, Throckmorton

Members and Officers present: Cllr Cheetham (chairman),   Cllr Argyle, Cllr  Hodgkins, Cllr Rimell, Cllr Mills, Cllr Tucker, Cllr Beever
in attendance:  Clerk & 6 members of the public
1. Apologies:  Cllr Day
2. Declaration of Interest

a) Register of Interests:  Councillors were reminded of the need to update their register of interests.

b) Personal Interests:  Cllr Rimmell, planning application W/11/02850/PN
c) Prejudicial Interests:  none

3. Minutes:  the minutes of the meeting held on 3rd October 2011 were approved.
	The meeting was adjourned for Public Question Time @ 7.35 and reopened @ 8.30, notes of which are appended to these minutes


1. Progress reports: for information

a) Village Shop & Post Office

Emailed to THE PARISH CLERK – Michelle English – for distribution



January 2012

AN OPEN LETTER TO BISHAMPTON & THROCKMORTON PARISH COUNCIL

The shop has survived the first 12 months and We are “holding our heads above the water” in the present economic pressures.

We have had the road closed for the WATER WORKS and now have the same/similar problem with the pavements.  

We also now have TEN BUSES A DAY stopping outside the shop.

Again, this has taken business away from the shop.

A couple of councillors have approached us with requests from residents. 

We have told the councillors to tell the Resident concerned to come direct to us with requests etc. ……………

ONLY  one has approached either Tony or Steve to date.

The Post Office does not carry a salary now.    Without a successful shop there will be no shop or Post Office.             

It was unanimous agreed that the PC would assist the Shop/Post Office in attracting customers. 

b) Lengthsman – nothing to report
c) PACT News

Update from 13.9.11 meeting:

1. Further calls were made by the chairman to encourage more residents to join the panel. The chairman proposed that he would attend Parish Council meetings in the New Year to this end. The chairman also stated how important it is to have a strong and active panel, particularly as changes may be afoot in the consultation process adopted by West Mercia Police in the future. He read a section of a reply from the Chief Constable to a question on the future of PACT posed at a recent webcast.

2. Under any other business the issue of Smart Water was discussed and it was decided that the panel should give its support to promoting the product wherever possible, including parents' evening at the school.

3. The new Police non-emergency number (101) was mentioned and, again it was proposed that the panel should promote this at every opportunity.

4.  The next meeting was scheduled for the second half of March 2012 at the Lower Moor Village Hall. The chairman will contact the person responsible for bookings at the hall to get a date that suits all.

5. Three, maybe four Vehicle Activated Signs are required in Bishampton. Two signs are needed for Throckmorton. Poles cost £80 each. The working party need to know where to position the posts.  It was mentioned that this was discussed at our last meeting, see previous minutes.  
6. The farm was broken into and they drilled a hole in a tractor fuel tank and stole diesel

d) Dog fouling

This is still a problem in the village.  The PC is aware of the culprit, it was suggested a letter be written from the PC.  Clerk to contact Worcester Rec Services on 01905 822799.
Action Clerk / LT
e) Nature Reserve / footpaths

New Welcome Sign has been installed which will be updated on a monthly basis advising visitors what to look out for during that particular month. This is of a general nature and specific to the Nature Reserve. A number of trees blew down during the January winds and these together with other trees in a poor state have been taken out. The pond in the Nature Reserve is virtually non existent which has not been the case before. Finally, the area where we propose to plant the Nature Orchard has been prepared awaiting trees and some heavy digging

We have three quotations to purchase apple trees.

1. Walcot Organic Nursery and gained the following 
information:

Apple trees are £14.50 each. Certainly the cheapest price I have 
seen for apple trees.
10% discount on orders over 10 trees 
2. Marshalls Fruit & Veg Company start at £17.95
3. Julian Brandram direct start at £16.00
It was unanimously agreed to order 10 trees from Walcot Nursery

f) Stoneland Trust

No report

g) Play Area

No issues to report.
The chairman and vice chairman to do a site inspection

h) First Response

The VOECFR group continues to meet once a month at Bishampton Villages Hall to discuss any problems that we are facing, the calls that we have responded to and most importantly for continuous training development in all aspects of first aid.

The scheme continues to work well in Bishampton, for example on Christmas day a toddler was accidently scalded causing injury to about 20% of his body surface area. He received immediate treatment from a Bishampton based First Responder and was subsequently air lifted to Birmingham Children’s hospital. 

Thankfully he has since made a full recovery.

On New Year’s Eve around 9.30pm at Pinvin Caravan Park an elderly lady suffering from a suspected heart attack was also attended by a First Responder from Bishampton. Prompt treatment was given and she was taken to Worcester Royal Hospital.

There have been a couple of calls throughout January to Willowbank Rest Home, but no action has been required from the First Responder as a full Ambulance Crew has attended at the same time. We are often called upon to assist a Paramedic when they are travelling alone by car.

The group as a whole is aiming to highlight the work of First Responders across South Worcestershire in the hope of recruiting some new members. The more volunteers that we can get involved the better. If anyone is interested in becoming a First Responder please contact Noel Orbel at noelo@wmas.nhs.uk.    Alternatively anyone can click onto the VOECFR website for further information.
It was agreed the PC would put out a Email News Letter asking for volunteers as well as advertise in the local magazine.
2. New Items

5.1
Road works

5.2
Vacancy – Co-option


Application for Co-Op received from Martyn Palmer

5.3
New homes bonus scheme

For new or empty homes occupied between 1 October 2010 and 30 September 2011, the Government is giving us an annual New Homes Bonus payment of £437,941 for six years. 

For parishes with housing growth, we have allocated 40% of our New Homes Bonus for reinvestment in local communities where the development that generated it has taken place. 

To find out whether your area has generated any New Homes Bonus go to www.wychavon.gov.uk/newhomesbonus and click on the name of your parish/town. The amount allocated for reinvestment in your parish is shown in cell D10 of the spreadsheet. 

B&T have been allocated £1,586

We invite parish and town councils to submit proposals for spending the New Homes Bonus allocations for their area on projects or activities that deliver added value to the local community, and where possible, benefit communities close to any development that the Bonus is associated with.
Deferred till March meeting
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	October 2010
	October 2011
	Change
	
	Summary by Council Tax Band for 2011
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	F
	G
	H
	TOTAL
	

	Number of homes
	361
	361
	0
	
	Number of homes
	11
	18
	94
	52
	68
	49
	64
	5
	361
	

	Number of empty homes
	3
	0
	3
	
	Number of empty homes
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	

	Total
	358
	361
	3
	
	Total
	11
	18
	94
	52
	68
	49
	64
	5
	361
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total New Homes Bonus
	
	
	£ 4,957 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	80% Wychavon element
	
	
	£ 3,966 
	
	Summary by Council Tax Band for 2010
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	F
	G
	H
	TOTAL
	

	40% for Parish from Wychavon element
	
	
	£ 1,586 
	
	Number of homes
	11
	18
	94
	52
	68
	49
	64
	5
	361
	

	
	
	
	
	
	Number of empty homes
	0
	1
	0
	0
	1
	1
	0
	0
	3
	

	
	
	
	
	
	Total
	11
	17
	94
	52
	67
	48
	64
	5
	358
	

	20% Worcestershire County Council
	
	
	£ 991 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


5.4
Litter Pick

Date for next litter 3rd & 4th March.  Notice to be put in the Parish Mag
3. Planning:

a) Council’s response to planning applications between meetings and reports on decisions

b) Current planning applications
AB/11/02778/AB
Proposed building for an anaerobic digestor engine room at the Poultry Farm, Long Lane, Throckmorton. Information submitted is very vague, request more info, e.g., what is housed in the engine room
W/11/02850/PN
Livestock storage unit at Hayes farm, Hill Furze Road.  No objection
W/11/02841/CU
Removal of condition 2 from W/94/01547 & W/96/0048 at FMD Burial Site.  
The Council raises strong objections to the Application. 

1. The situation on the Airfield needs to be dealt with as a whole, not just on an individual application basis.

The site is described as Ridgeway Park Farm and has been purchased by Mr Bruce. Since occupying the site Mr Bruce has made it obvious that he will act in total disregard of his legal responsibilities. 

· He has already conducted a large motor vehicle auction on Saturday 4 February 2012 involving a significant number of lots – advertised publically at http://www.malcolmharrison.co.uk/a263.aspx and without obtaining planning permission to do so,
· He has used extensive hard standing surfaces for the storage of all types of vehicles,
· He has installed an unauthorised bund,
· He has completely blocked the public footpath that passes to the side of the property. This has plainly been done deliberately

· There is extensive activity witnessed by residents involving large numbers of vehicle movement. At one evening this week alone, in excess of 20 vehicle movements (all HGVs) was noted between the hours of 23.00-24.00hrs. Vehicles (HGVs) are routinely seen/heard moving outside of normal working hours. 

This comment does not cover everything that is taking place.

It is obvious that the occupier of the land is developing the site in many different ways and his method of operation appears to be to proceed without first obtaining the appropriate planning permission. 

The only rational way in which to determine a planning application is to look at the nature of the land and the use to which it is being put. This means that Wychavon must look at all the applications at the same time. His activities are illegal and a number of applications are expected. Wychavon needs to address planning concerns by looking at the totality of the situation not in a piece-meal way.

Residents are too concerned and afraid to speak out. Wychavon should not assume that there are no problems just because there is – as yet – no vocal opposition. If anything, this merely increases Wychavon’s responsibility to look at the site as a whole and to take active steps to assess the impact of this deteriorating site on its immediate environment.

2. The application for planning permission for auctions should be rejected.

· There has been no 'continued use' of this site for auctions for in excess of 20 years. There will be 'no record of problems' because no auctions have been held in the intervening years. It is a unjustified conclusion that the land is suitable for use for auctions. 

· To the contrary, the Sunday markets that had been held on the site many years ago were widely acknowledged to have been a menace to villages for miles around.
· There is no assessment – either by the applicants or by Wychavon – of traffic implications. The impact must be materially different from that which might have applied 20 years ago. The proposal now means large plant lorries and vehicles carrying all kinds of materials constantly travelling up and down the narrow village lanes, past two schools - which is already happening. 
· The lack of any research or evidenced proposal is astounding

· There is no consistency in Wychavon’s approach. All other agricultural and haulage business here has had to apply for permission to develop their sites - and there is adequate land available within existing development boundaries - on the airfield itself. Many if not all other business have been required to identify the nature/frequency of traffic implications and make proposals for ameliorating the impact

· The proposal pays no regard to Wychavon’s Supplementary Planning document which states that the use of the Airfield should be for high quality industrial use. The proposal conflicts with that plan. Wychavon must have regard to that. 

· The original planning permission was for the personal benefit of Peter Parker only. Whilst this may not have been good practice, it does not follow that Wychavon should assume that the land is otherwise suitable for auctions. Given the fact that the land has not been used in pursuance of such permission for at least the last  20 years and had been made under different conditions, the very least that should happen is that Wychavon should review the application as if it was an application for full change of use

· In addition, the Parish Council consider that such an application should be required to be dealt with alongside any other applications for the site as a whole.

· If the existing “personal benefit” clause is lifted, it should not provide a reason to reduce or remove the other restrictions, including (as examples): 

(i) site as defined by red line;

(ii) no car auctions; 

(iii) only between 7am and 7pm (which is being ignored in a blatant fashion)

(iv) restrictions on auction frequency/times/days.
W/11/02483/PN
Variation of house type as previously approved under W/09/02666/PN

The PC object on the subject of not complying with the previous condition.  
4. Finance:

a) To consider the payments to be made as per attached list
	Date
	Cheque No
	Payee
	Amount
	Item

	6/2/12
	1453
	BATVHT
	25.00
	VILLAGE HALL MEETING COSTS

	6/2/12
	1452
	M ENGLISH
	467.06
	WAGES & EXPENSES

	6/2/12
	1451
	N WINTER
	151.75
	LENGTHSMAN

	
	
	
	643.81
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


b)  To note any receipts 
Rent 





£601.00

HMRC





£666.40

Inv 3 (building insurance reclaimed from Shop)
£414.80

c) To approve the statement of cash reconciliation for  January 12

The current account opened with a balance of £4,625.09  

Income received to the value of £1,682.20 was received, Cheques to the value of £834.06  were written out. £66.00 is still to be presented.

This left a closing balance of £5,473.23  in the current account.

The savings account opened with £730.93  received £0.04 interest, plus a deposit of £793.53 (I think this is the transfer from the Youth Club, waiting on advice from bank) giving a closing balance of £1,524.50

The fixed term account has a balance of £10,000.00

As at January 30th,  2012 the cash assets for the PC stand at £16,997.73

d) To approve claims for expenses/overtime

Stationery to the value of £37.37, overtime to the value of £19.63 for CILCA Training

5. Clerks report on Urgent Decisions since last meeting.

6. Correspondence for information:  To note the attached appendix of items which have been circulated 

7. Next meeting to be held @ 7.30pm on Monday 5th March  2012 at the Bishampton Village Hall
The meeting closed at 9.43 pm
Signed


…………………………………………………

…………………………..

Chairman






Date
PUBLIC TIME

1. Rotherdale Farm attended to present there application of an anaerobic digestor.

The following points were raised

· Smell

· Traffic increase

· Entrance

2. History Society is looking for the deeds of the War memorial.  The PC requests a full detailed quotation to do the necessary work to the War Memorial.

3. Footpath – Gordon Kingstone.  Nine Stiles need replacing; three of them need to be financed by the PC.  Three quotations are needed.  There is a possibility of getting a donation from Stoneland Trust.

They are in need of a strimmer

4. Michael raised the following questions on the Jubilee

· Was the PC arranging any Jubilee Celebrations, the Chairman advised we were not, but the Pub had plans?

· Letter to the queen from the PC

· Plant an oak tree in the village on the east side of the church yard to commemorate the queen and have it registered.
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