



Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on
Monday 5th March, 
at the Villages Hall, Throckmorton

Members and Officers present: Cllr Cheetham (chairman),   Cllr Argyle, Cllr  Hodgkins, Cllr Rimell,  Cllr Tucker, Cllr Beever, Cllr Day
in attendance:  Clerk & 7 members of the public
1. Apologies:  Cllr Mills
2. Declaration of Interest

a) Register of Interests:  Councillors were reminded of the need to update their register of interests.

b) Personal Interests:  Cllr Rimell, planning application
c) Prejudicial Interests:  none

3. Minutes:  the minutes of the meeting held on 6th February 2012 were approved.
	The meeting was adjourned for Public Question Time @ 7.35 and reopened @ 8.00, notes of which are appended to these minutes


1. Progress reports: for information

a) Village Shop & Post Office

· Rural rate relief or Small business., please see email from Revenues office

“Further to our conversation earlier today, I shall re-iterate what was discussed in the email below.

Mr Dorrance and Mr Hawkins were made liable at the village store ref 21.12.10. To date – no reliefs of any kind have been applied to the account so there remains a considerable balance outstanding. 

Mr Dorrance has never applied for the small business rate relief. He can apply for the relief and have it backdated to the date he occupied the premises and he will be exempt from rates up until 31st March 2013 – which is now the date the government have extended the scheme to for small businesses where the rateable value is below 6,000. At this moment in time, we are unaware whether the government plan to extend the date again – so we have to presume that the relief will come to an end and Mr Dorrance will therefore, be liable for the business rates ref 01/04/2013 with a 50% charge to pay.

If Mr Dorrance goes ahead and applies for the small business rate relief – he will not be allowed to then apply for the mandatory rural rate relief when the 50% charge commences – it has to be either small business rate relief or the mandatory rural rate relief.

Mandatory relief is awarded where certain considerations are taken into account – such as the rateable value on the premises and also whether it is the only shop in the village. If awarded, this amounts to a 50% reduction in the business rates bill. 

Rural rate relief is obviously awarded if the parish supports the application and results in a 50% reduction of the business rates bill. In normal circumstances the mandatory and rural rate relief are applied for at the same time and if approved – results in a nil bill. The nil charge continues for as long as the parish supports the application each financial year.

Mr Dorrance could also apply for the rural rate relief and the small business rate relief together, but again if the government decide not to extend the small business rate relief after 31/03/13 – this will result in a charge for Mr Dorrance.

From a financial point of view where Mr Dorrance is concerned – we would advise him to apply for the rural rate relief as well as the mandatory relief to ensure he receives a continuous Nil bill – but of course, this will only be the case if the receives the support of the parish.

Looking at the notes on the account – it appears as though you have been advised on the various reliefs which Mr Dorrance can apply for – but never actually advised which one’s best suit his long term needs – so I must apologise on behalf of the revenues section and hope this email offers a comprehensible explanation.

Just to keep you in the picture, we have put a hold on Mr Dorrance’s account for 1 month to ensure the Revenues section do not send any more reminders out to him until a decision has been made as to which relief(s) he will apply for.

It was proposed and seconded that the Parish Council support the Village Shop and pay the Rural Rate Relief.







Action Clerk
· Tony & Steve will be going on holiday.  Clerk has confirmed with Post Office that they have recruited someone and the Post Office will be open.

b) PACT News

At our December meeting the following was discussed and minuted.

The PACT Meeting at Pinvin School on Tuesday 6th December 2011. In brief the following points were covered our support Officer Simon has now been moved to Evesham South and we will now be covered by various Support Officers but no permanent Officer will be available. 

A speed check has been carried out in Broad Lane and one motorist was summonsed for travelling at 52 mph. The motorist will be attending a speed awareness course. A number of other motorists were caught in fact 30 in one hour but all these were marginally over 30 and up to 40 mph and were given verbal warnings. The main reason for attending the meeting was to monitor the progress, on the Automated Speed Signs and three villages namely, Pinvin, Wyre Piddle and Bishampton have agreed to go down this route, subject to Parish Council approval. It could take up to 18 months for these to be made available.   This cost would go into the 2013/14 budget. The cost for the unit is £2,500.00 which will be shared between the three villages. On top of this we have to have an extension pole fitted to the current 30mph signs at a cost of £80.00 each. Bishampton will require 3 poles and possibly 2 for Throckmorton, prior to year end we need to  identify where in the villages these would achieve maximum impact. Suggestions would be above the 30 mph sign as you approach Bishampton down Broad Lane from the direction of Furze Hill, One opposite The Paddocks in Main Street coming from the direction of Throckmorton, and the other probably on Main Street just after the left hand bend by Church End. Throckmorton needs to decide on where theirs should be positioned.  According to the Police the benefit of these signs gives a 21.5% reduction in car accidents, but with our figure being so low this is not a realistic measure. Other considerations are that the Highways Authority will prior to us acquiring the signs view the areas nominated and for a period put speed wires across the road to confirm the need, and to gain there support for the signs. If we go down this route the sign can be moved by our Lengthsman we have to pay for the batteries and keep the sign clean and serviced. The Company currently recommended. is WestCo Tech.
It was agreed to defer this matter till the next meeting when Mr Peter Jesson will give a presentation to the Parish Council
c) Dog fouling

Does not seem to be a problem at present, however the Parish Council will keep an eye on it.








Action ALL
d) Nature Reserve / footpaths

Report from Andrew Dyke

Twelve of the sixteen varieties of apples we chose arrived in good order from Walcott Nursery on the 21st February.  Within that group was an interesting selection of varieties some of which dated back in origin to the early 1700s.  Of particular interest to this area was William Crump, an old Worcestershire variety that dated back in origin to 1908.

The trees were planted straight away. However there were serious difficulties with the site.  Not only were there the remains of old pigsties, but also the remains of an old large, cobbled stone area, a rubbish tip, and the remains of old plum tree roots, plus nettles and brambles.  Which meant that in certain area we just could not get a spade into the ground.  Because of this it was necessary to plant the trees in a crescent shape, leaving an open area in the middle, which on reflection is not a bad thing because it could be useful for the planting of a selection of wildflowers.  I hope to do this shortly.  Although again these will have to compete against the well-established roots of the brambles and nettles, which as you will be aware are extremely difficult to compete against, but we can only try.  I think the best chance any wild plants will have is if I buy them as seeds and plant them up in seed trays to be planted when they are more established – but wish me luck.

My main concern for this area is that due to its location we haven’t been able to get water to the site to water in the trees.  But hopefully the weather will be co-operative for us.

Living in an area surrounded by farmland countryside, relatively sterile of wild plants etc., I feel it is our duty to encourage the growth of pollen rich wild plants, which are in decline.  The flowers from these plants, with the blossom from the apple trees, will provide valuable nectar food sources for butterflies and bees who are also in serious decline.  Any apples left on the trees could contribute to food for the birds during the winter.

The Parish Council should welcome the fact that the Nature Reserve is on the list of places to visit during this years Village Gardens Open Day in the summer, so the orchard will add to the general attractiveness of the area.  Also planted this year the trees could contribute as a token towards the Villages Jubilee celebrations.

The Nature Reserve committee thanked Cllr Cheetham for his kind donation of 12 Bird Boxes.
e) Road Works

The road works are to commence again during the Easter Holidays for +- 6 days.  The Parish Council feel the work is not being done efficiently, Cllr Hodgkins and Clerk to write a letter to County.







Action Clerk/RH
f) Litter Pick

The Litter Pick went well, it was noticed that there is less litter in the Bishampton area but still a problem in Tilesford.  On behalf of the Parish Council we would like to thank everyone who participated.
2. New Items

a) New homes bonus scheme

Councillors were asked to think what we could use the money on and report back at the next meeting











Action ALL

b) Burial site
Cllr Tucker reported on the site visit.  It was agreed that the PC need more information before they can consider the possibility of entering into a contract with Defra for the management of the site.  Cllr Tucker to project manage and report back to the PC.

Action CT
c) Diamond Jubilee

· Pub are having a celebration and party for children. It was agreed that the PC would sponsor a gift for children between £5 & £10 per child.  Age limit to be agreed once we know the number of children in the villages.  Ideas of gifts to be discussed at the next meeting








Action ALL
· PC to promote the celebration in a News Letter

· Profits to be donated to Air Ambulance & St James
· The PC to write a letter of allegiance to the Queen.
d) War Memorial

The ground the memorial is on belongs to the PC, it was suggested a picket fence be erected around the memorial.  It is noted that the War Memorial is not insured
3. Planning:

a) Council’s response to planning applications between meetings and reports on decisions

W/11/02850/PN – Smart cut – has been withdrawn

b) Current planning applications

W/12/00364/PP.  

Hayes, Main Street Bishampton

Replacement Garage
The PC have no objection
W/12/00008/CM 

Springhill Farm

Anaerobic Digestor Plant, Beef Unit & Ancillary Infrastructure
The following questions were raised

1. Number of cattle

2. Environmental impact

3. Lighting

4. Restrictions on traffic and hours of traffic

5. What will be used for bedding

Cllr Beever is looking into this application.



Action EB

W/12/00176/PN

The Poultry Farm, Throckmorton

Construction of four poultry units
The PC object to this application on the grounds of odour.  There is a problem at present, increasing the amount of chickens by 60% will increase the odour.
Action Clerk
W/12/00178/PN

Ridgway Park Farm, Throckmorton

Erection of screen fencing (3.1m high) to existing overwintering cattle pens
The PC object to this application as it should not be looked at as a single application.  Cllr Beever to study the application and advise our reply

Action Clerk
W/12/00179/PN

Ridgway Park Farm, Throckmorton

Erection of walls (2.5m high) to surround open bedding and fodder storage areas
The PC object to this application as it should not be looked at as a single application.  Cllr Beever to study the application and advise our reply

Action Clerk
4. Finance:

a) To consider the payments to be made as per attached list 

	Date
	Cheque No
	Payee
	Amount
	Item

	5/3
	1454
	Wilcot Nursery
	182.92
	Apple trees

	5/3
	1455
	Worcs CALC
	7.50
	Clerk Gathering

	5/3
	1456
	OHL
	29.16
	Printer cartridges

	5/3
	1457
	M English
	10.40
	Calls to HMRC & Bank

	5/3
	1458
	M English
	518.57
	Wages

	5/3
	1459
	N Winter
	208.95
	Lengthsman

	
	
	
	£957.50
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


b)  To note any receipts 

Bishampton Villa – Rent 


£  600.00

Lengthsman Scheme Grant

£1248.30

Bishampton Villa – Rent for March
£  600.00  (1st March)

c) To approve the statement of cash reconciliation for February 2012

The current account opened with a balance of £5,473.23  

Income received to the value of £2,448.30 was received, Cheques to the value of £643.81  were written out. £91.00 is still to be presented.

This left a closing balance of £7,277.72  in the current account.

The savings account opened with £1524.50  received £0.04 interest,  giving a closing balance of £1,524.54

The fixed term account has a balance of £10,000.00

As at January 30th,  2012 the cash assets for the PC stand at £18,802.26

d) To approve claims for expenses/overtime
Expenses to the value of £30.00 & overtime to the value of £78.51 (Cilca training)

5. Clerks report on Urgent Decisions since last meeting.
Mr Martyn Palmer was Co-Opted and signed the declaration of interest and acceptance of office

6. Correspondence for information:  To note the attached appendix of items which have been circulated 

7. Next meeting to be held @ 7.30pm on Monday 2nd April  2012 at the Throckmorton  Village Hall
The meeting closed at 10.10 pm
Signed


…………………………………………………

…………………………..

Chairman






Date
PUBLIC TIME

1. Mr Ray William, representing Mr Drummond on PN12/00176 answered questions put forward by the PC and Mr Eric Jones.  It was noted that there would be a 60% increase in chickens.  Residents and the PC are concerned about the increase of smell in the village.

2. Community Support Officer  Simon Hall announced that he would be the community support officer for the area.  There are been some burglaries in the area, particularly in the Lenches.   If anything suspicious is seen, please contact the non emergency number.

CSO  Hall confirmed the next PACT meeting will be on the 14th March.  There is a problem of speeding thru the village.  9 people have been warned and 6 sent on speed awareness courses.  It has been noted there is a motorbike which speeds thru the village, registration number to be supplied. There are vehicles being parked on pavements and in dangerous areas, this will be looked into.   
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