

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held in Lower Moor Parish Rooms on
Thursday, 5th April 2012.
Present:         Cllrs Butler, Cllr Hayes, Cllr Bell,  Cllr Selvey, Cllr Buckley & Cllr Morgan-Nash, Cllr Bruce.

In attendance:  Clerk, CC Tucker & members of the public
1. Apologies.  
2. Declarations of Interest
a. Register of Interest: Councilors were reminded to update the register of Interest.  

b. Personal Interests: None
Prejudicial Interests: None
3. Minutes: The minutes of the meeting held on 1st March 2012 were accepted and signed
	The meeting opened at 7.30pm, members of the public did not wish to raise any issued therefore the meeting progressed.


4. Progress report
4.1     Village green / play area


4.1.1 Playground equipment has arrived, waiting on an official opening date.  Tree warden to check on nearby trees.  Arrange insurance.

ACTION ME
4.1.2 2 New belts have been purchased for the mowers @ £9.13 each. To reimburse NB at May meeting.

4.1.3 Mark Hancock would like to keep using the pitch for football and is considering using it for training during the summer, NB to check cricket dates and advise.









ACTION NB

4.1.4 Cllr EB agreed to do the 3 weekly playground checks.  ME to email form   










ACTION ME/EB
4.2     Flood / Drainage 

Flood alleviation all work complete, Cllr MN will keep an eye on the reinstated area in case there is any remedial work to do like extra soil once the ground settles after the rain.  Area has been seeded but needs to be maintained.



ACTION MN
The contractors for the play equipment ignored request to keep off the seeded area and have driven over it.  Invoice received from Ringway for £5681.52 cheque to be sent once funding has been received from Wychavon for £4734.60

The council thanked Cllr Morgan Nash for managing the project
4.3     Post box


Still awaiting a response from Royal Mail.  It was agreed that we would go to the press if no action has been taken to move the box by the next meeting.

4.4 PACT News

Peter Jesson will be stepping down after four years at the 14th June meeting
4.5     Lighting

Contract signed on the 2nd March, waiting start date 6-8 weeks, i.e. 1st May 2012. 
4.6    Footpaths

   No issued

4.7    Jubilee


Report from Cllr Hayes.  The PC would like to thank Mr. Jay Wheeler of Springwell Cottage, Upper Moor for designing the Hill & Moor Jubilee Logo

4.8    Dog Bins

Bins have been given to the Lengthsman  for erection.  There is a problem with the position of the bin on Robin Hood, DS to check with the farmer



ACTION DS
4.9 New bonus homes scheme

Cllr MN reported on his meeting with WCC.  Over  6 years the PC stand to get £10,168.00 if we decide to take the whole amount now there will be a 5% charge.  It was agree to start a working party with members being, EB, TMN & NB.


ACTION EB/MN/NB
4.10   Notice Board Key - completed

5.
New items
5.1    Car Park / drainage area

It was suggested that a barrier be erected in order to keep vehicles off the soak away, this was objected and it was agreed that when the fields is in use for the bonfire, etc that vehicles do not go near the area.

5.2 Container

It was noted that MH has a personal interest in this as the mowers are presently in his garage.

The cost of a 20ft container, with locks, delivered to site is £1,700.00 plus £160.00 to have it repainted in a colour of our choice.  (EB & AMN to discuss colour).  Giving a grand total of £1,885.00.  
It was agreed to purchase the container once Wychavon have advised if we need planning application or not.








ACTION ME/MN
5.3  Community Orchard

The Allotment Trust has two acres of land which currently has fruit trees on.  It was decided that the PC give the trustees a written request for permission to go onto the site to conduct a survey with a view to putting in a detailed proposal for use as a community orchard. 














ACTION NB
6
Planning:

a) Council’s response to planning applications between meetings and reports on decisions

W/11/02711/CU The Springs, Lower Moor - has been approved

W/12/00222/CU Hill & Moor Residential Park – has been approved.  Wychavon found the following points for the approval

· the proposal would not cause any adverse harm to the character and appearance

of the landscape

· the proposed development would not have an adverse impact on the amenities of

other residences to justify refusal of planning permission

· there is an overriding need for the development based on evidence submitted and available to the Local Planning Authority

·  it has been shown that the proposed development will include satisfactory drainage facilities to deal with surface water run-off and disposal of foul water

· the proposed development complies with all the relevant planning policies referred to above and that there are no justifiable reason to refuse planning permission
It was agreed that the PC would request a copy of the minutes taken at both committee meetings as it was believed members of planning acted improperly during the hearing.  Current planning applications
Current applications: W/00065 has been refused. 
Clerk to advise residents

Request from Jane Charles for residents to still  pay into fund incase of an appeal.

Report of Working Party for Planning Application 12/00065:

Since the last Parish Council Meeting (March), and the subsequent Parish Meeting, the Working Party has met 3 times.

At the first meeting discussion centred on our response to the planning application and the material objections which could be used to argue for the rejection of the application.  A bank account has been set up, in the name of ‘The Village Fund’, by two of the residents, so that people can contribute towards the cost of the legal advice that has been employed (John Williams, of Harris and Lamb). This was then followed by the Parish Meeting, which was attended by about 130 Parish residents.  The letter prepared by John Williams was used to form the basis of a petition.  Residents were encouraged to write their own letters of objection, and a pro-forma letter was prepared and sent out by email.  A further outcome of the village meeting was a list of email addresses of residents who attended the meeting.

Following on from the village meeting the working party met to discuss what our next steps should be.  Copies of letters were sent to Peter Luff (MP), who has written to the Planning Department at Wychavon, expressing his support for the objections raised by the residents.  

· Approach the Springs to see if they would support objections

· Speak to Liz Tucker and invite her to next meeting

· Discussion of media coverage, decided this should be left until nearer the date of the planning meeting.

· Discussed need to obstruct alternative access to the site

We met again last week, and Liz kindly attended the meeting.

· The government has produced a new gypsy / traveller policy document which may have some bearing on the application

· Approach to the Springs Management has not met any response, they do not seem keen to support our objection.  There has been some effort to speak to residents at The Springs.

· Discussion of whether we would request a site visit from the planning department.

· Noted that Highways have submitted a report recommending that the application is refused.
· Discussion of the letter from the agent (Mr Green), whose comments seem to imply that he has probably not visited the site.

The application was refused on Thursday 5th April, on the following grounds

1.It is not considered that a genuine need for the use of the land as a private gypsy site has  been demonstrated. The proposed use is contrary to Worcestershire County Structure Plan Policy D18 and advice contained within Planning Policy for Traveller Sites, paragraph 22.

2.Paragraph 23 of the Planning Policy for Traveller Sites states that gypsy sites in rural areas should respect the scale of, and should not dominate the nearest settled community. The  application site is on the edge of Lower Moor, which already has planning permission for 7 permanent gypsy pitches to the north of the village, at a site known as Duffledown View, and 4 permanent pitches to the south (under planning reference W/12/00222/CU). The proposal would result in 16 gypsy pitches in total within the immediate surroundings of Lower Moor, which amounts to a ratio of approximately 1 gypsy pitch to 16.8 settled households. In light of this and the close proximity of the application site to the edge of the village, the proposal will dominate the village of Lower Moor, contrary to paragraph 23 of the NPPF.

3. The available visibility from the site access, whilst satisfactory to the right, falls short of the required splay (as defined by the County Council's design guide for 30 MPH roads) of 2.4m x 43m. This is contrary to highway safety. Furthermore, the existing access to the site has no delineation from the adjacent property and is considered of insufficient width for a residential use of this scale, especially as the track is also a public footpath. The minimum requirement of 3.5m as defined in the County council's design guide has not been provided.

4.This area is rich in prehistoric and Romano British remains, with Bronze Age burials being recorded to the south, and Scheduled settlement and Neolithic ritual centre to the west of the application site. The proposed development lies within one of the greatest concentrations of archaeological sites in the area. In light of this archaological interest in the locality, an historic asset evaluation is required before this  application can be determined. No such evaluation accompanies the application and therefore the application is contrary to policies CTC17 and CTC18 of the adopted Worcestershire County Structure Plan, policy ENV10 of the adopted Wychavon District Local Plan (2006) and paragraph 128 of the NPPF.

5.The application proposes the erection of five day rooms, with a total footprint of 200 square metres. This is considered excessive in relation to the size of the application site and not commensurate with the scale of development proposed. The proposal is therefore contrary to policy GD2 of the adopted Wychavon District Local Plan (2006).

6.Vehiular access to the application site is via an existing track, that runs alongside the rear boundaries of dwellings along 'Back Way' and the side boundary of the dwelling known as 'Cherry Trees.' The proposed use of the site, given its scale, would result in a significant increase in the level of vehicular traffic using the existing track, causing undue disturbance to the residential amenites of neighbouring dwellings. The application is therefore contrary to policy GD2 of the adopted Wychavon District Local Plan (2006).
Cllr Hayes advised the PC that going forward he no longer wanted to be apart of the planning committee.  

It was agreed to invite a planning officer to the June meeting.

All further planning notices will be sent out to residents via email.  

7. Finance:

a) To consider the payments to be made as per attached list

	Date
	Cheque No
	Payee
	Amount
	Item

	5/4/12
	650
	Western Power
	4320.42
	Lighting

	5/4/12
	651
	Ringway
	5681.52
	Flood Aleviation

	5/4/12
	652
	OHL
	26.70
	Printing

	5/4/12
	653
	N Winter
	232.45
	Lengthsman

	5/4/12
	654
	M English
	485.19
	Wages & Expenses

	 
	 
	 
	£10,746.28
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


b)  To note any receipts 

£1983.50 – Lengthsman Scheme

c) To approve the statement of cash reconciliation for March 2012

The current account opened with a balance of £3,076.34

Lengthsman Scheme refund received £1983.50, cheques to the value of £1,294.25  were written out. This left a closing balance of £3765.59 in the current account.
The savings account opened with £15,260.55 received £0.61 interest, giving a closing balance of £15,261.16
As at March 31st  2012 the cash assets for the PC stand at £19,026.75

To approve claims for expenses/overtime to the value of £45.69 expenses & £147.21 overtime
8. Councillors’ reports and items for future agenda
· Litter bin on the playing field – Clerk to get a quote for a new one
· Payments for hire of the playing field – Clerk to send invoice of £50 to Sarah & speak to VHC
· Rate Relief for the chestnut £286.26 - pay
· Youth Bus, do we want it to visit the Parish – Cllr EB will investigate
· Wychavon DC  bursary, cost of £50 per Parish, do we want to participate - yes
· Donation to Citizens Advice – We cannot afford £500.00
· Parish Games – Cllr DS to advise face book page so we can advertise
9. County and district councillor report.

10. Clerks report on Urgent Decisions since last meeting & Any other business
11. Correspondence for information:  To note the attached appendix of items which have been circulated or will be available for inspection at the meeting
12. To affirm the dates of the next meeting of the Parish Council.
The AGM of the Hill & Moor Parish will be held on the May 3rd   2012 @ 7.30 followed by the AGM of the Hill & Moor Parish Council in the Village Hall, Lower Moor
The meeting closed at 21h30
………………………………………………..(chairman) 

……………………………………………..(date)




M English - Mrs –  Clerk
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