

LEIGH AND BRANSFORD PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of Leigh and Bransford Parish Council held at Leigh and Bransford Memorial Hall at 7.30pm on Tuesday 22nd May 2012. 

Present:           
Mr J Sharp (chairman)


Mr S Seymour




Mr R Husband



Mrs M Cooke






Mr B Porter



Mr B Tasker


Mr G Jones



Mr P Miller



10 members of the public



1.    WELCOME AND APOLOGIES

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting. Apologies were received from Martin Gloster and  
District Councillor Anthony Warburton.
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND CHANGES TO THE REGISTER OF INTERESTS
There were no declarations of interest or changes to the register of interests.

3. OPEN FORUM

The meeting was closed at this point to allow the public present to speak
Dogs Roaming in Bransford
Mr Adkins read out a letter from MHDC stating that no further action is to be taken against the owner of the dogs roaming loose in Bransford despite the considerable body of evidence detailing the problems they are causing. Particular concern was expressed regarding the likelihood of a serious accident being caused on the A4103 through Bransford by drivers swerving to avoid the dogs. It was also noted that people have been attacked, bitten and are concerned for the safety of pets in their gardens. Current legislation has prevented both the District Council and the Police from proceeding further. Residents are concerned that no-one is now taking responsibility for the problem and called for the further support from the parish council.
Affordable Housing in Bransford
Mr Tooby expressed major concerns regarding the Affordable Housing development in Bransford. Whilst wholeheartedly supporting the development in principle, he had concerns from an ethical and environmental perspective and was also concerned about road safety, particularly as the entrance to this site will be almost opposite the entrance to The Fold. This view was echoed by other residents who noted the speed of traffic on the A4103, regular accidents caused by cars approaching Bank House roundabout at high speed and dangerous overtaking on this stretch of road.

Another local resident, currently waiting for housing in the area, drew attention to the urgent need for affordable housing in the village and took the view that many of the problems being raised with regard to this site, adequacy of footpaths, road access etc, are problems typically experienced in rural areas and would not put people off living there.
The chairman thanked the members of the public for their contributions and the meeting was re-opened. It was proposed that item 6 – Planning, be considered next for the benefit of the public present.
6.
PLANNING
Mr Seymour, as chairman of the planning committee, chaired this section of the meeting.

a) Minutes of the planning committee meeting held on 24th April 2012 

Having previously been circulated, the minutes were accepted and signed.

b) Planning applications received.

	L&B ref  
	MHDC ref
	Application Details
	Location 
	PC Response
	Summary of reasoning

	549
	12/00562/FUL
	Rural exception site proposal for 10 new homes (RSL)
	Bank House Bowling Club

Bransford, WR6 5JD
	Approval
With 

Conditions
	See note 1-  below

	550
	12/00471/LBC
	Replace kitchen window with French doors on South elevation
	Teme House

Sherridge Road

Leigh Sinton

WR13 5DA
	Approval
	n/a

	551
	12/00595/LBC
	Conversion of outbuilding to form boot room, laundry room and office area
	Ashcroft, Sandlin

Leigh Sinton

WR13 5DN
	Approval
	n/a

	552
	12/00606/ADV
	2 x freestanding entrance signs
	Bransford Garden Plants

Bransford

WR6 5JN
	Approval
	n/a

	553
	12/00635/HOU
	Demolition of external store and toilet and erection of single storey extension
	4 Somers Close

Leigh Sinton

WR13 5DT
	Approval
	n/a

	554


	12/00271/HOU
	Proposed first floor rear extension
	Copse Corner

Leigh

WR6 5LD
	Approval
	n/a

	555


	12/00661/HOU
	Extend existing garage to provide one further car space
	Pettiford Cottage

Smith End Green

Leigh Sinton

WR13 5DG
	Approval
	n/a

	556
	12/00665/FUL
	Conservatory
	Waterside Care Home

Leigh Sinton

WR13 5EQ
	Approval
	n/a

	557
	12/00694/HOU
	Extension to create first floor bathroom and bedroom over garage, to be extended to form living room
	Ashfields

Stitchens Hill

Leigh Sinton

WR13 5DJ
	Approval
	n/a


1.  Mr Seymour summarised the background to this planning application and the objections raised by the parish council in relation to the earlier plans submitted. He then read out a statement from the developers accompanying this revised application, explaining how they had sought to comply with the requests made.

The matter was discussed at length and concerns were raised regarding the safety and suitability of the location and site, particularly with regard to its close proximity to and access onto the A4103. The view was expressed that any development should provide the highest possible standard of accommodation, now and for the future, and that alternative sites and designs should be considered.

It was also acknowledged however that the need for homes in the area is urgent and if this opportunity is turned down and the funding lost, local people who need homes now could face a very long wait for housing.


Mr Husband proposed that the planning application be supported but with conditions attached reflecting the concerns raised. The motion was seconded by Mr Sharp and carried 4 votes in favour and 3 against with 1 abstention.


The application was supported with the following conditions attached:
1.
The proposed new footpath from the vehicular entrance to the site is extended to 
join the 
footpath at the Bank House roundabout.

2.
A safe island for pedestrians to be made in the centre of the road to enable pedestrians to 
cross 
only one line of traffic at a time, or a pelican/zebra crossing to be installed.

3.
Speed restriction to be reduced from 40mph to 30 mph from the top of Jackson’s 
Bank to the Bank 
House Island

4. 
Details of how the developer would deal with building properties on landfill to be presented to 
MHDC for approval.

5.
Analysis of the land to determine if it is suitable for food production to be carried out and 
reported to MHDC.

6.
Details of how the developer plans to remove the excess soil from the site to be 
presented to 
MHDC for approval.

7.
A condition shall be included in any approval that the residents of Bransford have the first 
priority when allocating the properties.

8.
In the event that all the properties are not taken up by residents of Bransford then residents of 
Leigh will be the next to be considered.

Whilst supporting this application, the Parish Council are also concerned that the applicant has not included any single storey accommodation and consequently failed to address the needs of the elderly or disabled in the plans submitted.
Mr Porter raised concerns regarding the noise from events at The Fold and road noise being detrimental to the well being of future residents. He was asked to contact the Environment Health Department requesting that noise levels from The Fold be monitored.
c) To receive updates on matters arising in previous planning minutes - None
d) Planning decisions received from MHDC.
543
12/00313/FUL

Erection of glasshouse

Temple Laugherne Ltd

Approval

536
12/00296/FUL

Storage building & track
Island Barn, Bransford

Approval

538
12/00348/FUL

Additional car parking

Waterside care home

Approval

540
12/00174/HOU

Extension


Ashfields, Stitchens Hill

Approval

539
12/00340/HOU

Extension


The Wain House, Leigh

Approval
4.
TO RECEIVE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETINGS HELD ON 27 MARCH 2012 

Having previously been circulated the minutes were confirmed and signed by the Chairman. 


It was noted that in relation to item 15, advertising in the Sphere had elicited 28 expressions of interest 
in the oil buying group together with a further 14 in Alfrick, so far amounting to 58,000 litres of fuel. It 
was anticipated that a discount of around 3 or 4 pence per litre should be achieved by bulk purchase.


An update on item 13, Clerk’s rate of pay, would be discussed later in camera.

5.
TO RECEIVE THE REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES OF OTHER BODIES
a) Worcestershire County Council – No report
b) Malvern Hills District Council – No report
7.
TO RECEIVE UPDATES ON MATTERS ARISING IN PREVIOUS MINUTES


a) Highways Matters


1. School Warning signs

Sergeant Blanchard had visited the site with the Chairman and agreed that the problems caused by parked vehicles and the lack of warning lights need to be addressed in the interests of road safety.

The Chairman had been in contact with the WCC Senior Road Lighting Technician, explaining the ongoing safety issues on Stocks Lane at school run times and outlining the options identified from Sheriff Technologies. He read out the WCC reply which stated that the options suggested would not be supported under the existing WCC lighting maintenance contract and drew attention to the approved, more expensive options already offered to the school, together with the alternative option of removing the warning lights altogether.

The chairman agreed to follow the matter up and report back to the next meeting.


2. Footway works - Hop Pole Green, Leigh 

In the absence of County Cllr Clive Smith there was no update.
·         
3. Dingle Lane - drainage problem & potholes 


No action has been taken regarding the potholes but the drains along the whole stretch of road 
have been cleared out and inspected. An MHDC officer will also be contacted the relevant ditch 
owners re ditch clearance.

·         
4. Carriageway repairs – The Engine House, Leigh


No update

5. Dangerous Turning – Clewer Croft
Mr Husband is monitoring the situation and asking people to move cars if necessary.



6. Hedge debris – Sherridge Road – Reported and attended to.


7. Cars parked on verges – Bransford – Ongoing, Mr Porter to monitor.



8. Bransford roundabout – white stop line – The site has been inspected by Highways who have 
expressed the opinion that the line has been repainted in the original location. Mr Porter 
confirmed it had been moved and the clerk was requested to follow up with Mr Brienza.   


9. Footpath Maintenance – Bransford – the Lengthsman has started the work, which is ongoing.      



b) Play Corner – Kiln Lane



The matter is ongoing – the Chairman to follow up.

c) Jubilee Garden and celebrations

The Chairman showed the meeting the mug that will be presented to children in the parish; 60 -70 
children have been registered to receive one so far.


Preparations for the Jubilee celebrations are progressing well and the Chairman called for volunteers to 
assist on the day. Mr Husband raised the issue of insurance for the bouncy castle – the chairman to 
follow up.


Designs for the Jubilee Garden are awaited.

d) Bransford Flooding and blocked culvert

The area around The Fox flooded during recent heavy rain and water was reported to have been flowing 
from the culvert. The Lengthsman to inspect.



e) Play area and lay-by development – Leigh Sinton Primary School

No update, though it was noted that Sgt Blanchard had supported the idea during his recent site visit.

f) Completion of agreed works at Bank House site 


It was noted that The Bank House is currently in Administration. Mr Porter reported that there is 
currently a caravan and several old telephone boxes on the bowling green. The clerk to report to the 
MHDC Enforcement Officer.


g) Neighbourhood Plan questionnaire – See item 15f.

h) Dog mess – Suckley Rd

Reported but no action taken as yet. The clerk to follow up.
 8.
TO CONSIDER OPTIONS FOR STREET LIGHTING ENERGY CHANGES

The only street lighting in the parish is at the Bank House roundabout and it was agreed that the location 
was too dangerous for any reduction to be made to the level of lighting.
 9.
DOGS ROAMING IN BRANSFORD

The matter had been discussed in the Open Forum and great frustration was expressed that nobody is 
taking 
responsibility for the problem. Current legislation means that the police are unable to prosecute 
and the 
District Council are unable to take action, despite considerable evidence obtained over a 
number of years.

It was agreed that the Parish Council formally write to both District Councillors and the Head of 
Legal 
Services condemning the way the situation has been handled and demanding that appropriate action be 
taken as a matter of urgency.
10.
PARISH COUNCIL VACANCIES

Both Julian Burton and Paul Miller had resigned from the Parish Council. The Chairman expressed 
thanks to both for their service to the council and it was agreed that the vacancies be advertised.

11.
TO CONSIDER THE ‘THINK LOCAL IN WORCESTERSHIRE’ CONSULTATION DOCUMENT

The chairman explained that the document discusses what additional responsibilities the Parish Council 
would be prepared to take on, noting that there would be no allocated funding and any additional funds 
required would have to be raised locally.


It was agreed that the matter should be considered as part of the work on the Neighbourhood Plan.

12.
APPLICATION FOR DISCRETIONARY RURAL RATE RELIEF – BRANSFORD SERVICE 
STATION

The matter was discussed and Mr Seymour proposed that the application be supported as the business is 
an asset to the village.
 The motion was carried 5 votes in favour with 3 against.

13. 
ROSPA REPORT 2012/13

The chairman read out the main findings of the report and it was passed to Mr Seymour as the Play Area 
representative for further consideration.


.
14.
FINANCE

a) Accounts Paid

MHDC

Rural rate relief – post office


£58.68


NP Denley

Tree Surgery




£140.00


LCR


Subs 2012/13




£15.50

CALC


Subs 2012/13




£657.78


Playsafety Ltd

ROSPA 2012/13



£75.60


Memorial Hall

Hall Hire




£68.00


Gift Selection

Jubilee Mugs




£909.60


Accounts received

WCC 


Lengthsman




£676.50


MHDC

Precept





£9704.00

b) Accounts passed for payment


PA Gardiner

Grass cutting – playing field


£35.00


BGS


Lengthsman – April



£219.00


J Sharp


Cultivating & reseeding BH roundabout
£38.44


c) Quotes for Insurance and Outside Areas Maintenance 2012/13

A quotation had been received from Zurich Insurance offering annual cover for £474.31, 
or £450.36 annually for a three year tie in, compared to a quote of £779.04 from the 
existing insurer, Aon.

Mr Seymour proposed that the three year deal with Zurich be accepted and all were in 
favour.


In the absence of suitable alternative quotes, the existing outdoor contractor was re-
instated for the year 2012/13.
15. 
TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES & WORKING GROUPS

a. Affordable Housing Group 
- Already covered in item 6

b. Footpath working – No report

c. Memorial Hall – No report, though it was noted that Mr Gloster is now vice-chairman of the Memorial Hall Committee.

d. Community Resilience Working Group – No report

e. Community Payback – No Report

f.  Neighbourhood Plan Working Group


Mrs Cooke reported that the group had met to discuss and formulate a procedure for the creation 
of a 
Leigh & Bransford Neighbourhood Development Plan, which would enable the local community 
to 
exercise greater influence and control over future development and service provision.

The next steps would be to:


1.
Obtain the support of the parish council to proceed with the plan.


2.  
Formally approach MHDC regarding the parish’s intention to develop a plan and to request 

further 
information regarding the criteria that should be applied and the funding available.


3. 
Form a steering group representing all sectors in the parish.


Mr Seymour proposed that the parish council proceed with developing a Neighbourhood Plan. Mr 
Tasker seconded and all were in favour.


The clerk was requested to write to MHDC to inform them and to obtain further information, including 
details of grants available, for discussion at the next meeting.


The Chairman noted that the CALC annual meeting on 14th June would include discussion on 
neighbourhood planning and also of the soon to be introduced revised Code of Conduct.

g. VAS Working Group

Mr Seymour reported that he had attended a meeting with Mr Brienza where the locations at which the 
sign was to be deployed had been identified. Concern was expressed that there were more sites put 
forward from the other parishes with whom the sign is shared, and that since it is required to stay in each 
location for a month at a time it would not be available for in many locations in our parish over the 
course of a year. The suggestion was made that the parish could purchase an additional sign for sole use.


The chairman expressed the view that we should first ensure that the parish receives an equal share of 
sign use and lobby for shorter minimum deployment times, but that thereafter the purchase of an 
additional sign should be considered.
16.
COUNCILLORS REPORTS

The Chairman read out a brief report from PC Ransome-Williams, detailing one incident of anti-social behaviour with criminal damage, one incident of theft from a caravan and one RTC that had not resulted in injury in the parish from 1st April 2012 to date.


It was also noted that there is now a new CSO for the area, Martin Butcher, and that both Officers are now based in Malvern.


Mr Jones noted that there are potholes on Sherridge Road, opposite Sherridge House, that need to be attended to and also an area where a low lying stretch of road is being flooded by an overflowing pond. The clerk to report via the hub.


The Chairman noted that the adopted phone box on Sherridge Road has been vandalised, is not being maintained and the light is not working. Given the lack of interest in the adopted phone boxes it was proposed that the clerk investigate the disposal of the Bransford and Smith End Green boxes.

The hedge on the Bank House side of the road as you exit the roundabout in the direction of Leigh Sinton is overgrown and needs to be cut back. The clerk to report.


The parish council had received a consultation document regarding the appointment of Grant Thornton as external auditors from 2012/13. No objections were raised to the appointment.


Clerk’s salary – The Chairman informed the meeting that the clerk had not been receiving holiday pay and suggested that as of 1st April 2012, the clerk be paid an additional 21 days pay per year, pro rata to 12 hours per week, rising to 25 days pro rata from August following 5 years service, in lieu of actual time off.

Mr Husband proposed, Mr Jones seconded and all were in favour.
17.
DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 


The next Planning Committee meeting will be held on Tuesday 26th June and the next Parish Council meeting on Tuesday 24th July, both 7.30pm at The Memorial Hall.


Chairman.............................................

Date..................................................
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