
NEWLAND PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of Newland Parish Council held in the Library of The Beauchamp Community at 7.30pm, Monday 18th June 2012.
Present:
Mrs H Jeavons (chair)


Mr T Yapp






Mrs O Craze



Mr S Patterson




Mr T Roome



Three residents – part meeting




1.
WELCOME AND APOLOGIES

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting. There were apologies from Mr K Mitchell and Mr J Jenkins.
2.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
The Chairman declared an interest in item 7 – Appointment of external auditors.
Closure of meeting for Open Forum

SWDP – The Chairman summarised the background to the SWDP and provided an update on recent events. She noted that a document summarising the 15000 plus responses to the recent consultation is being produced and will be available from 25th June, in readiness for the meeting on 2nd July at The Bank House.  Recent information suggests that the previous commitment to provide infrastructure at the same time as housing and commercial development will now be replaced with an aspiration that it will follow the economic development, which will take place first.
Regular meetings have taken place between representatives of Newland, Madresfield, Guarlford and Kempsey parishes, and it was noted that Malvern Wells have now joined the group. A letter supported by these councils, together with Malvern Town Council, Malvern Town Traders and the CPRE has been sent to the Malvern Gazette, with a full page advertisement to follow, drawing attention to the issues raised by the proposed development before the vote takes place on 2nd July.
The problems and issues resulting from the construction of a major development of homes and businesses in a single location without concomitant infrastructure were discussed. It was also noted that the family homes planned for the development do not suit the demographic profile of the majority of potential residents or reflect local need.
If the plan is accepted on 2nd July, detailed, specific proposals will then be produced for early October.

The chairman thanked the members of the public for their contribution to the meeting and they left at 8.55pm.
3.
MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

The minutes of the parish council meeting and Annual meeting held on Tuesday 1st May were accepted by all as a correct record of the proceedings and were signed by the Chairman.

4.
TO RECEIVE THE REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES OF OTHER BODIES
In the absence of Mr Wells there was no District Council update. Mr Yapp gave a brief report on Malvern Hills Conservators noting that the replacement Director would be in post in July.

5.
TO RECEIVE UPDATES ON MATTERS ARISING IN PREVIOUS MINUTES

a)
SWDP – The matter had been discussed in the Open Forum.
The chairman proposed that the council contribute up to £200 towards the cost of the advertisement in the Malvern Gazette drawing attention to the SWDP. Seconded by Mr Yapp and agreed unanimously.

b)
Neighbourhood Plan – The matter was discussed and it was decided that the intention to produce a plan should be declared but that until a decision is taken on the SWDP no action can be taken. The clerk was requested to find out more about what assistance and financial support is available from MHDC.
c) 
Deteriorating pathway – The Swan to Stocks Lane
Highways have inspected the path and confirmed that there is some weed growth through the tarmac and that its condition will be monitored.
d)
Caravan events – Stocks Lane

It was noted that the recent event had passed off without any problems.

e)
Parking outside Greggs

There have been no further complaints regarding parking. The question was raised as to whether the presence of a cafe bar and a couple of seats in the store contravened planning regulations. The clerk to look into the matter.

6.
CONSULTATION – STREET LIGHTING ENERGY CHANGES

There are street lights between Countrywide Stores and the bus shelter and it was suggested that turning off the lights could cause problems for people crossing the road. It was decided that it would only be acceptable for lights to be switched off between midnight and 5.30am. The clerk to respond to WCC.
7.
CONSULTATION – APPOINTMENT OF EXTERNAL AUDITORS


The chairman declared an interest in this item as a partner in Grant Thornton.

The matter was discussed and it was decided that the parish council has no objection to the appointment of Grant Thornton as the new external auditors.
8.
PLANNING 


a) Applications received
	Ref
	MHDC

Ref
	Location
	Application
	Decision
	Notes

	5/12
	12/00734/FUL
	The Hop Store,
Monksfield Lane,

Newland,

Worcestershire,

WR13 5BB
	Change of use of land for the erection of hop storage warehouse. Erection of offices. Construction of new access roadway and formation of bunding
	No objection
	n/a



b) Decisions received from MHDC


12/00322/FUL
Chemical waste disposal point & bin store – 1 Stocks Lane
Approved

9.
TO ADOPT THE NEW WORCESTERSHIRE MODEL CODE OF CONDUCT WITH EFFECT FROM 1ST JULY 2012 


Information regarding the new Worcestershire model code of conduct and register of member’s interest forms had previously been circulated and was discussed.


In line with CALC recommendations it was proposed that the model code be adopted as of 1st July 2012. Proposed by the chairman, seconded by Mr Yapp and agreed by all.


The clerk agreed to circulate the final documents once received, together with the revised Register of Interest forms, which will need to be returned within 28 days.
10.
FINANCE

a)
Accounts paid 

BGS



Lengthsman April 2012


£210.00


Aon Ltd



Insurance 2012/13


£433.54


BGS



Lengthsman May 2012 


£165.00


Pat Butts


Internal audit 2011/12


£70.00


J Barker



Clerk – April



£161.34


J Barker



Clerk – May



£156.66


b)
Accounts received

MHDC



Precept – ½ year


£2250
11.
COUNCILLORS REPORTS

Letters had been received regarding the poor state of the bus shelter outside the Beauchamp 
Community and the overgrown path between Greggs and Malvern Link. The clerk to follow up 
both matters. 



. 
12.
 TO CONFIRM THE DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING

 The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Monday 17th September 2012 at 7.30pm in the Library of The Beauchamp Community. 

Signed
...............................................
(Chairman)
Date
...............................................
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