
Defford and Besford Parish Council

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting

of Tuesday 24th July 2012
at Besford Court Community Hall
Present: 
Cllr Robert Bemand (Chair), Sonja Lee, David Robinson, Clive Woods, Roy Shepherd,   Ian Spiers and Ron Davis (arrived at 8.00pm)
Also present:
Jo Adams, Clerk; County Cllr Adrian Hardman; 7 members of the public.
1. Apologies and Declarations of Interest 

Apologies had been received from Cllrs Patricia Steel and Hazel Wakefield. Apologies for late arrival had been received from Cllr Davis. There were no declarations of interest relating to items on the agenda. 
2. Minutes of the meeting held on 22nd May 2012 to be confirmed and signed

It was resolved that the minutes of the meeting of the 22nd May 2012 should be accepted and signed as a true record, subject to the addition of a note that the risk assessments should be reviewed in the near future. 
3. Matters arising

i. It was confirmed that the allocation of New Homes Bonus allocated to Defford and Besford was £256 for six years, totalling £1536. 
ii. The school directional sign had still not been installed. 

iii. The grit bin at the junction of Crown Lane and Upper Street would be installed in August or September. 

iv. It was confirmed that the funds in the Millennium Green Trust bank account totalled £946. 

v. An Expression of Interest had been submitted for a DEFRA grant for the installation of broadband to the 10% ‘hardest to reach’ rural areas which some areas of the parish were part of. Concurrently, the County Council are carrying out a consultation into broadband needs with a view to allocating their own funds to areas within the remaining 90% of the county. Parishioners and councillors were urged to submit a survey in order to demonstrate the local need for superfast broadband which would be essential in order to support the next generation of entertainment, educational and business services. 
4. Planning 

(a)  New applications

The following planning application had been received  and had been circulated around members of the Planning Committee. 

AB/12/01434/AB: The Croft Farm, Woodmancote

Proposal: General purpose agricultural building for grain and machinery

Planning Committee: No objection

W/12/01247/PP: The Old School, Croome Road, Defford
Proposal: Single storey side extension 


Planning Committee: No objection

W/12/01398/PP: The Orangery, 17 Besford Court Estate

Proposal: 12 roof mounted photovoltaic cells

Planning Committee: No objection

(b) Wychavon District Council decisions 
W/12/00742/PP: Small Trees, 19 Besford Court Estate

Permitted

W/12/00802/PP: 23 The Walled Garden, Besford Court Estate
Permitted

AB/12/01434/AB: The Croft Farm, Woodmancote


Permitted

5. Finance

The following invoices totalling £2037.16 were approved for payment: AON Ltd, annual insurance; LA Garden Services, grasscutting; Npower, streetlighting; New Farm Grounds Maintenance, Lengthsman work; Besford Court Community Hall, hall hire 24/7/12; Mrs H. Wakefield, reimbursement for expenses for Jubilee event.
6. Maintenance of Open Spaces

(a) To consider quotations for repair to the churchyard wall at St Peters Church

Two quotations had been received. It was agreed that the quotation from Mr R. Clements be accepted. 
(b) To consider maintenance within other areas of Defford Parish 

It was agreed that the knocked post at the memorial to the Airmen would be repaired and that the benches on the Millennium Green would be rubbed down and woodstained. 
7. To discuss the updated proposal for a housing development next to Defford Village Hall

Unfortunately Banner Homes were unable to be present at the meeting but had forwarded a layout of the proposed development which was made up of 10 homes of which 5 were affordable. There was some discussion as to whether any application would be permitted on the site as it had been removed from the SWDP and the access onto Harpley Road was not favoured by Highways. The Council decided that they would not comment on the layout at this stage but would judge any future planning application on its own merits. 
8. To discuss and comment on changes to the South Worcestershire Development Plan (SWDP)
Originally two sites for potential housing had been identified: next to the Village Hall and between the school grounds and the Millennium Green. The revised plan showed the removal of the site next to the Village Hall and the addition of a site carrying on from existing houses on the eastern side of Upper Street. There would be a secondary consultation on the changes, and a consultation event to include Defford would take place on the 15th August from 4pm – 8pm at Pershore Town Hall at which residents could put forward their opinions. The Council decided that it had no additional comments to make on the changes to the plan. 
9. To discuss the results of the Housing Need Survey site meeting

Following the walkabout with councillors and Kirstie May-Jones from Wychavon, 7 sites had been identified as potential housing sites. These had been submitted for comment to the Land Drainage and Planning departments at the District Council and the Highways department of the County Council. The Highways department had only favoured two of the sites, which were located on the west and east side of Upper Street following on from existing houses towards Bluebell Lane. As previously noted, the eastern site had also been identified on the SWDP. Kirstie May-Jones had explained that if the Council were in favour of any of the sites then she would talk to the landowner but the Council would have to make contact with an affordable housing developer. The Council decided that the project should move forward with the west side of Upper Street being the preferred location as there were no complications with the SWDP. Ms May-Jones would be asked to contact the landowner. Cllr Davis agreed to contact Rooftop Housing and Wychavon District Council. 
10. To adopt the revised Code of Conduct and submission of updated Register of Interest forms

Cllr Davis proposed that the Council adopt the new Code of Conduct. Seconded Cllr Spiers and agreed. Councillors were reminded of the need to submit updated Register of Interest forms. 
11. Councillors reports  

(a)  County Councillor A Hardman

i. Cllr Hardman reported that the County Council would need to save £50M this year and that it was currently on track. The decision had been made to allow  a new waste processing plant at Hartlebury and that this would reduce the number of lorries travelling through Defford to the landfill site at Hill and Moor. 
ii. Cllr Hardman informed the Council that the A4104 at Woodmancote did not qualify for a lower speed limit due to the low density of households. He did note however, that the Government had recently announced draft proposals to change the regulations on rural speed limits which would make it easier for councils to implement changes, and that further information was awaited. 
iii. Cllr Hardman reported that the bridge at Bakers Hill was in the process of being repointed and repainted. 
iv. Cllr Spiers asked if there was any progress on the reported problems in Bourne Road which  now suffered from flooding in heavy rainfall. Cllr Hardman replied that the County Council were still working their way through the Category 1 work identified following the 2007 floods and that Bourne Road would be addressed when funds allowed. 
v. Cllr Woods asked if anything could be done to solve the problem of water and soil being washed down Bluebell Lane. Cllr Hardman replied that as it was not illegal for soil from fields to wash onto the Highway there was little that the Council could do to compel farmers to prevent it from happening. 
(b)  District Councillor R Davis

i. Cllr Davis reported that the District Council’s current funds stood at £32M. 

ii. He reported that the first round of meetings of the Clinical Commissioning Groups had taken place into the changes to healthcare provision in the county, and that he was involved in the group representing South Worcestershire. 

(c)  Parish Councillors

There were none. 
14. Correspondence and matters to be raised for next agenda 

The following correspondence had been received: 

· A letter from Wychavon District Council thanking the Parish Council for supporting the Wychavon Bursary Award Scheme.
· Copies of a Broadband survey from the County Council to be distributed around the villages. 

13. To confirm date of the next meeting 

The date of the next meeting was confirmed as Tuesday 18th September at Defford Village Hall. 
The meeting was closed at 9.30pm. 

Public Questions

i. A parishioner noted that perhaps the school warning sign installed on Harpley Road was necessary and should be retained with the directional sign installed as well. 
ii. A parishioner informed the meeting that traffic travelled very fast past the entrance to Besford Court Estate, and requested that a Slow sign be installed on the eastbound side of Ladywood Road just before the entrance to Lower Drive. 
iii. A parishioner asked if the Parish Council would be purchasing a item such as a tree to mark the Diamond Jubilee, as a community photo had not been taken at the Diamond Jubilee event at the Village Hall. 
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