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BROADWAS AND COTHERIDGE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF AN ORDINARY MEETING

OF THE PARISH COUNCIL

Held on Monday on 9th July at Cotheridge Church at 7.30 pm

Present
Councillors: Winkworth, Tabberer, Murphy, Oliff, Downes, Norris, Pearce, White, Key and the Clerk Mrs Downes.

In attendance
 District Councillors Bass and Swinburn, County Councillor 
                         Davies, Path Warden Peter Miles and one member of the  

                         public. 
Apologies       None recorded.
12/089            Declarations of personal or prejudicial interest and update of Register of Interest Forms.

                        Councillors Pearce registered a personal interest for item 7a and Councillor Murphy for item 3.
12/090
Public Participation


The meeting was adjourned at this point for public

                         participation, see notes at the end of these minutes.


The meeting continued

12/091 
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 11/06/2012
   
There was a slight alteration to 12/082 which should read ‘which she and Cllr. Murphy were asked to produce a template’ Other than this, it was agreed that they were a true record and were initialled and signed by the Chairman.

..


12/092
Matters Arising (Not already on Clerk’s Report and Agenda)

The Jubilee celebrations managed to raise a final figure of some £493.

1. The Clerk had met with Mr Brooks to discuss the amalgamation of the PC’s and the Village Hall’s insurance policies. After reference to our own insurers and those of the village hall’s, this would not be possible and separate policies must continue. The Clerk will therefore search for

quotes with the help of Mr Brooks.
2. Councillors Oliff and Murphy had prepared a draft pro forma form see (12/082) for issuing to grant applicants. Council thanked them for the work involved in its preparation; however, felt that for small applications, the form may be too detailed to the point of putting applicants off applying. Councillors are to report back at the next meeting with the suggested amendments.
3. The Clerk had received only one quote for work  to create a turning point on the existing Berryfields car park for £175.00 from Ben Murphy ( see minute entry 12/081). Not all Councillors were convinced that this solution would help with the congestion of cars in this area. Others felt that this on-going problem of parking is not a Parish Council concern at all, but that of school management. After a discussion it was agreed to continue with the proposed work.
12/093             District and County Councillors Reports

A copy of the District Councillor’s monthly report is attached to 
                        these minutes.

One item in particular concerns the proposed affordable

                        housing site in Broadwas village. The developer if having 
                        difficulty finding an alternative Housing Association  to 
                        commit the funding at this time,  quote’ If the centre village site 
                        in Broadwas currently earmarked for an affordable housing 
                        scheme does not progress, there is fear that it could be lost for 
                        that purpose.’.


1. County Councillor Davies reported that in a cost cutting 

                        exercise, 3 directors at County Council will be made redundant 

                        by April 2013.


2. Due to the inclement weather we are experiencing, all road

                        surface dressing jobs are delayed, however, work from Cobblers
                        Corner to Broad Heath is now complete. The work planned for 

                         Butts Bank is still on course, likewise the water mains job from


Cobblers Corner to Broad Green.


3.Councillor Davies has received 2 requests for funding from

                         his  Divisional Funding Scheme from the parish, Bumblebees 
                         and St Mary Magdalane Church. Although final decisions have

                         not been made, he did indicate that match funding requests

                        (which both of these are), are likely to be successful.

4.Council was urged to take part in a Broadband Survey which


is currently being conducted.


5.Councillor Davies has received 2 requests from the Clerk:

a footway repair request  and a parking problem both by Brook 

                        Bank (see Clerk’s Report items 133 and 135) and will pass

                        them on to the relevant departments.


6.A meeting is to be arranged by Mr Stuart Grieveson at his

                        home in Cotheridge to discuss his ongoing problem with 

                        speeding traffic ( see minutes 12/063). Councillor Davies will 

                        advise us when this will take place.
12/094
 A request from the Village Hall’s Committee: to consider 

                      the condition of the standing area outside the village hall.


 The request refers to a Risk Assessment form for the Village

                      Hall for December 2011 and March 2012 stating that a number 

                      of paving slabs have become ‘raised’ and require levelling. In 

                      his letter, Mr Brooks considers this to be of a high risk which 

                      could result in trips and falls of visitors to the village hall and 

                      after a thorough inspection, he now considers that a more long

                      term solution should be adopted instead of the previous ‘patch 

                      work’ jobs done, and with this in mind, has produced four 
                      options/quotes for the council to consider.
All Councillors had received a copy of his request and had 

visited the area in question before attending the meeting.
After due consideration, it was felt that the cost of total removal 

of the slabbed surface to be replaced with an alternative was 

not justified and that the uneven areas could effectively be 

remedied at a much lower cost.. This is to be investigated 

further.
12/095
Request for funding from:

a) Parish of the Lower Teme Valley for a donation towards the 

                          maintenance of the churchyards.


    Council agreed to donate £200.00 towards this cause. 
b) Nora Parsons Centre, Wichenford for a donation towards

     running costs.
     Council agreed to donate £300.00 towards this cause.

Both payments were proposed by Cllr. Winkworth, seconded by Cllr. Downes and the motion carried forward.

12/0096
Progress Reports
a) Treasurer’s Report
 A copy of this is attached to these minutes. Agreement of payments was proposed by Cllr Tabberer, seconded by Cllr. Downes and the motion carried forward.
b) Clerk’s Report

   A copy had been produced for all Councillors.

c) Public Land Officer’s Report for June
  The rubbish bin has not been emptied on Berryfields. The Clerk will arrange a visit. The grass left down the sides of the field is rotting and smells, however, this can be left and will rot away eventually. A tree on Broad Green is rotten and needs removing. The Clerk will visit both sites and report back.
d) Health and Safety Reports
                       A Village Hall report is due for June and will be available for 

                       the next meeting. 

12/098
Planning


A Planning Report had been prepared and a copy given to all 

                     Councillors. There were no contentious applications. A copy is 

                     attached to these minutes.
12/099
To consider adopting a formal Register of Interests (under 
                      The Localism Act) with reference to CALC update 12/21

.
               
Two aspects of the Localism Act need to be considered by the
                     Council. a) the adoption of a new code of conduct for Councillors 
                     and b) submission of details for a new register of Councillors’ 
                     interests.

a) It is open to the Council and advantageous to adopt the same code of conduct as that to be used by the District Council.  A new draft code has been produced by MHDC and this was introduced by the Chairman to the meeting. After a short discussion it was proposed by Cllr. Downes and seconded by Cllr. Tabberer  that the code be adopted.  Carried unanimously. 

b) The Localism Act contains a requirement for principal councils (District Councils) to establish a register of Councillors’ interests that includes Parish and Town Councillors.  A pro forma for collection of information has been prepared by MHDC and the Chairman presented this to the meeting. Some Councillors were uneasy at the apparent level of personal detail that is required but following some discussion the Chairman and Councillor Pearce, who had researched the matter, were able to clarify the pro forma and largely satisfy members’ queries. Copies of the pro forma will be issued to Councillors for return to the Clerk when completed.
12/100
Councillor’s Reports and Items for future agenda



None.



.
12/101
Date of Next Meeting



Agreed for Monday 10th September 2012. 


Chairman…………………………………..date……………………..
Notes: Public Participation 

Mr Keith Brooks wanted to know if the Parish or District Council had received an update on the Teme Spinney situation. District Councillor Swinburn replied that there was news but he was not in a position to disclose the details until the next PC meeting in September.   
.
Attached: County and District Councillor’s report

Treasurer’s report

Planning report
Chairman’s Annual Report


   Police crime statistics
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