
WARNDON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of a meeting of the PARISH COUNCIL held 

Monday 11th June 2012 commencing at 7.30pm

PRESENT:

N. Fieldon (Chairman), D. Long (Vice Chairman), S. Mackay, R. Morris, V. Barrall,

E. Holloway, D. Merriman.

Also present: County Cllr A. Roberts, Ward Cllr S. Hodgson, Trevor Pond (Estates), E. Sweetman (Press).
APOLOGIES:

M. Bayliss, Ward Cllr L. Hodgson, Police.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:

None.
	Item:
	Minute recorded:
	Action by:

	22
	The Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held 14th May 2012 were agreed and signed as a true record. Proposed D. Long, seconded R. Morris. All agreed.


	

	23
	Matters arising:

No matters arising.


	

	24
	Reports were received from:

County Councillor A. Roberts (previously circ via email): It was noted that the Parish Council should follow the progress of the review within the acute hospital services for Worcestershire. Planning matters may be raised at the City Council / Parish Councils meeting on 13h June. Status quo is not an option for the future and it may have a big impact locally. There is also to be a drop in meeting on 7th July at County Hall.

Ward Councillor S. Hodgson (previously circ via email): Concern noted regarding the South Worcs Development Plan numbers which are increasing. Matter to be raised at the City Council / Parish Councils meeting on 13th June.

	Cllr Roberts to pass on briefing notes re hospital services review.

	25
	Financial matters:

Financial statement circulated by Clerk. No concerns raised.

Audit update – internal audit currently underway and to timetable. 
Insurance review – having had time to review the current insurance policy held it was agreed that the policy was satisfactory to Parish Council requirements. It was subsequently agreed by all to maintain the current policy.

CALC/ NALC subs – S. Mackay had circulated the relevant information regarding this year’s subs and had attended a meeting for additional updates. There are 3 options re the amount of subs charged: do nothing; raise subs in line with RPI; cap NALC subs which would benefit larger Councils. SM also reported on trainings attended.

Registers of Assets and Risk – a draft re assets had been circ by email and amendments suggested. Values to be added for assets. Trevor Pond confirmed that we own 2 benches currently. It was noted that the Parish Council has no assets of any real value and it was proposed by R. Morris, seconded by S. Mackay that the Parish Council has no assets to register. All agreed. It was also noted that the Parish Council itself does not carry out any activities which carry risk and that current risks are borne by the City Council. A discussion took place regarding financial and H&S risks and it was agreed that the Chairman should speak to the City Council to clarify the position.

	Clerk to progress audit as required.

S. Mackay to produce a document showing pros and cons of subs options for Parish Council consideration.

Clerk to place on September agenda and invite CALC to attend.

Clerk to prepare a statement for the Chairman to sign declaring that the PC has no assets.

Chairman to speak to the City Council to clarify our position regarding risk registers.



	26
	Governance:

Standing Orders – A model version had been circulated by the Clerk but it was noted that local amendments were required. 

FOI – a model policy had been circulated by the Clerk. It was unanimously agreed that this version should be adopted.

Model Scheme of Publication - a model template had been circulated by the Clerk. It was agreed that this should be completed in draft and recirculated for the next meeting.

Model complaints procedure to be circulated for the next meeting.

Worcestershire Agreement – it was agreed that this requires further discussion and attention. Chairman, V/Chairman and S. Mackay to pursue.

	Clerk to make amendments as suggested to Standing Orders, Scheme of Publication and recirc. With model complaint procedure for the next agenda.

Chairman, V/Chairman and S. Mackay to further pursue Worcestershire Agreement.

	27
	Planning Matters:

(Please also see appendix A.)

Tesco application P12Q0182 / A12Q0019 was discussed. It was proposed by R. Morris and seconded by E. Holloway that an objection be lodged re change of use of land. Agreed by majority vote.

It was noted that E. Holloway has been in touch with the occupier of Rookery Nook Cottage re planning issues.


	D. Long / Clerk to lodge objection via planning portal.

	28
	Joint meeting with City Council and St Peters Parish Council:

A meeting is to be attended by the Chairman, V/ Chairman and Clerk on 13th June at the Guildhall. A further meeting is planned for October. 
Requested items have been added to the agenda.

It was noted that currently Parish Councils are not included in elected member information circulated by Worcester City Council.
E. Holloway suggested that the Parish Council should pay attention to usage of allotment space and that a review of management might be useful. Cllr A. Roberts gave an update re s.106 money but further discussions were required.

R. Morris suggested key points to be raised were concern re management of estates locally; agreement that the Parish Council gets prior notification of any cuts to grants at LGCC; that the SWDP is not getting sufficient airing publically and was now being managed at a more local level with not enough Parish Council involvement; s.106 money usage for the recreation field needs clarification regarding spend. Recent concerns were also noted re pathways and cycleways but should be referred to Worcs CC.
Also noted that a letter and an email had been received from local residents re management of open spaces in the Villages. Cllr S. Hodgson noted that it was his area. T. Pond reported comments on behalf of Worcester City Estates Management. 

	T. Pond to give the Clerk a list of areas of concern locally and R. Morris to give Clerk a plan of locations. Clerk to report to Highways.

D. Merriman to contact resident re letter received.

	29
	Environmental reports:
All reports had been circulated by the Clerk.

T. Pond asked if the Parish Council wished to replace the destroyed bench? It was noted that it has been destroyed several times previously. Concerns re grass cutting were noted. The number of cuts paid for under the enhanced scheme also need clarification.


	Chairman to ask WCC at joint meeting re enhanced grass cutting scheme number of cuts.

	30
	Leisure & Community Affairs:

The newsletter is being printed and the Clerk is liaising with delivery agent.

The fete update was circulated via email. Draft leaflets are being taken forward and LGCC have agreed to do printing. Banner strands and new logo were circulated for approval. Concern raised that the logo may not be suitable for letterhead. Additional images may also be an option for the leaflet.
Concern was noted that our name is not always seen as representative for the area and that in addition any rebranding should be done in line with the website and stationery. It was agreed that the matter should be placed on the September agenda.


	D. Merriman to produce the logo on a letterhead and circulate for approval. Also to produce something for The Orchard.
R. Morris to produce a diagram of which Councils are responsible for which services.

Clerk to place corporate image / website on the Sept agenda.

	31
	Reports from outside bodies:

LGCC management Board – defibrillator discussed but concern raised re usage. Further discussion needed re it being on site and staff training needs.

	

	32
	Councillor reports and items for future agendas:

E. Holloway – reported re recent tradesmen door knocking. Worcs CC Trading Standards have been advised and issue information regarding this type of activity. Future newsletter item??

	

	33
	Report of the Clerk:

VAS scheme update – VAS sites approved but WCC need to check re H&S requirements for the Lengthsman.
BT hub relocation for Clerk scheduled for 13th June.

Accounts approved for payment:

£523.92 Clerks salary May 2012

£136.35 HMRC payment (Clerk)

£35.26 BT

£4056.00 (incl vat) Worcester City re dog bin emptying


	

	34
	Urgent Items at the Discretion of the Chairman:

QEII Challenge – email received from WCC asking our permission to include the site within the scheme. D. Long also shared information available on the WCC website and it was agreed that the site could be used subject to confirmation regarding site usage re fishing.


	Clerk and D. Long to respond as agreed.

	
	There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.35pm

Next meeting to be held Monday 2nd July at 7.30pm
	


Appendix A – Planning Matters 

May 2012

Application:   P12Q0125

Location:         8 Burdett Place

Development: Proposed conversion of garage to form utility and WC together with internal alteration to form enlarged kitchen and associated alterations to fenestration

Required by:   3rd May 2012

Comments

As this date is prior to the Parish Council Meeting the Parish Council has no issues.

June Meeting: Planning permission granted 15th May 2012 

Application:   P12Q0130

Location:         Land at Newtown Road and Charles Hastings Way

Development: Application for a non-material amendment to planning permission P11Q0400 (amendment to overflow car parking area).

Required by:   26th April 2012

Comments

No issues, this amendment is to support temporary parking for the developers.

June Meeting: Approved 30th April 2012

Application:   P12Q0142

Location:         11 Rowntree Gardens

Development: Proposed detached double garage and conversion of the existing integral garage into playroom

Required by:   7th May 2012

Comments

The Parish Council has reviewed the comments of the Assistant Planning Officer (Worcester City Council) in the email sent 23rd January 2012 to the Occupant.  It is also noted that as of 3rd May 2012 no further comments have been received regarding this application.

June Meeting: Planning permission granted 7th June 2012

Application:   P12P0099

Location:         18 Hever Avenue

Development: Proposed first floor extension to the front of the property

Required by:   17th May 2012

Comments

This application has to date generated 3 objections from local residents with concerns relating to diminished privacy for the residents.  Having viewed the Planning Service's "Residential Design Guide - SPG3" document (Section 5.2.5) covering Overlooking/Overshadowing, extensions should not overshadow or overlook adjacent properties or their gardens and these concerns need to be taken into account by the Planning Department.

June Meeting: 6 comments now lodged on portal, no decision as of 11th June 2012.

Application:   P12Q139

Location:         27 Snowberry Avenue

Development: Garage conversion and pitched roof link with house.

Required by:   22nd May 2012

Comments

No objections have been received to date and the conversion work is being undertaken with no change to the existing footprint.

June Meeting: No decision as of 11th June 2012.

Application:   P12P0172

Location:         B Smith Packaging (Worcester) Ltd, Stanier Road

Development: Application to extend time period for implementation on extant planning permission P09P0053 for rebuilding of fire damaged building.

Required by:   29th May 2012

Comments

June Meeting: Planning permission granted 3rd June 2012 

Application:   P12Q0194

Location:         20 Wood Leason Avenue

Development: Proposed garage conversion and dormer window in the rear elevation of the existing garage to provide additional living accommodation.

Required by:   1st June 2012

Comments

Having viewed the Planning Service's "Residential Design Guide - SPG3" document (Section 5.3.4) covering Roof Extensions, and without having the benefit of seeing the full plans the Planning Authority may need to take into consideration guidelines on the dormer window proposed.  It should be noted that to date no objections have been raised by residents.

June Meeting: Since out last meeting concerns have been raised by 2 residents, no decision noted on Portal.

June 2012 

Application:   P12Q0182/ A12Q0019

Location:         Tesco Stores Ltd, Mill Wood Drive

Development: Proposed change of use of nine parking spaces to a hand car wash and valeting operation including the erection of a canopy and installation of an office and proposed display of 13 no. non-illuminated advertisements.

Required by:   18th June 2012

Comments

Objection agreed at June Parish Council Meeting (see below). To date no other concerns have been raised via the Planning Portal.

The Parish Council has two concerns with this proposed development, the first being use of the land as originally envisaged and secondly the impact of noise on the Local Community Centre and Day Nursery during opening hours.

The use of the car park has changed in recent months with the loss of parking due to the expansion of the Tesco Dot Com Operation and now more spaces will also be lost.  The application states we believe that the car park has adequate capacity for this proposal, even at the busiest time of the year. We do not believe the proposed car wash will affect the egress/ingress routes of the car park and we do not think there will be any impact on local transport.  These statements are beliefs, supposition and they are not supported by any research that has been undertaken or shared on the portal.  As stated the major concern here is the change in use for a new business (albeit in conjunction with Tesco) to be created on the car park with no impact statements provided.

As a follow-on to the above statement you are aware the positioning of this new structure and the nature of the work it will undertake backs onto a public footpath and we would like to be reassured that nobody walking along this path will be unintentionally affected and that this will not create a hazard in the autumn and winter months due to slippery conditions.

With the concern over noise.  Within the documentation it states we do not believe that there will be a material increase in noise and disturbance from the site because of the existing use of the site. The jet washes are housed within the office to minimise any noise. The proposed hours of operation reflect the standard operating hours of a retail outlet  (the proposed opening times are listed in application as 08:00 to 19:00 Monday to Saturday and 10:00 to 17:00 on Sunday.)

The statement – we do not believe there will be a material increase and noise disturbance needs to be substantiated by the applicant because of the close proximity to the Community Centre, and the Day Nursery and any disturbance that this will have on the daily lives of the children and the business of the community centre.  It would also be reasonable to check PPS9 guidelines (the Parish Council notes that the applicant has stated no to 13 a and b of the planning application) to gauge any detrimental effect from any detergents on the ponds close to the proposed location which are designated as an area for great crested newts.  

Until the facts and any subsequent impact is known, the Parish Council cannot make a judgment and cannot support this application at this time.
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