
WARNDON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of a meeting of the PARISH COUNCIL held Monday 5th November 2012 

at Lyppard Grange Community Centre commencing at 7.30pm

PRESENT:

N. Fielden (Chairman), D. Long (Vice Chairman), R. Morris, S. Mackay, V. Barrall, 
D. Merriman.

Also present:

Ward Cllr S. Hodgson, County Cllr A. Roberts, E. Sweetman & G. Berkley (Press), T. Pond (Estate Warden).

APOLOGIES:

E. Holloway, M. Bayliss. Ward Cllr L. Hodgson - late arrival, Police Sgt Williams.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:

None
	ITEM:
	MINUTE RECORDED:
	ACTION BY:

	70.
	The Minutes of a meeting held 1st October 2012 were agreed and signed as a true record. Proposed R. Morris, seconded S. Mackay. All agreed.
No matters arising.

	

	71.
	Reports received:
Police – no report made.

County Cllr report – as circulated but noted that it should read Trotshill Lane East.

Complaint received re Tesco steps and lighting / delivery lorries not using designated routes and litter in the general area. Response awaited.

Ward Cllr reports – as circulated.

Discussion took place re SWDP and what would happen if the three Councils did not agree.


	

	72.
	Environmental reports:

V. Barrall & D. Merriman met with Worcester City re the enhanced estate works. A decision re the start date is to be made in November. Currently waiting for Worcester to come back to us. 

Noted that invoice needs to be paid in this financial year.

D. Merriman reported re the Orchard working day a couple of weeks ago. Tree work was successful and is on-going. All welcome to attend on 3rd Saturday in the month. Pruning work to be done next time.

Estate Warden:

T. Pond discussed an idea re a litter picking event in conjunction with Tesco. It works well with St Peters branch.

Enhancement work meeting to be held in the coming week to set out delegation for work.

The memorial bench in Woodgreen Drive needs repairs to back section or to be removed for H&S reasons. The Parish Council agreed to spend a max of £100 to repair it. Proposed D. Merriman, seconded V. Barrall. All agreed.
“Grey area” re property boundaries and brambles and whose responsibility it is to clear overhanging vegetation. Parish Council agreed that T. Pond should use discretion and make common sense decisions.

Footpath damage previously raised by E. Holloway has been investigated and was found to be mostly tree damage.

Parish Council asked for VAS stats to be maintained in liaison with the Clerk.


	TP to make contact with Tesco re the litter picking event.

TP to arrange memorial bench repairs to max of £100.

TP to pass VAS readings to the Clerk on a regular basis so that stats may be kept.

	73.
	Financial matters:
Financial statement as circulated by the Clerk.

To be reconciled in line with budget/precept work by Finance Working Group.


	Clerk to check with Worcs CC RM re Lengthsman claim and reduction in income figure.

	74.
	Communication strategy:

The Chairman asked all Councillors to collate ideas for future discussions about this.


	All to pass ideas to the Chairman.

	75.
	Parish Allotments:

RM had circulated a report and draft procedures.

Concern raised re delay of legal transfer due to work required to “make good” the site. Discussion took place over how the allocation should be made and the charging structure. It was agreed that the PC should “allocate only” to the end of this financial year so that the Tenants would be given a rent free period up until 1st April 2013 and then make charges wef 1st April 2013 for ease of financial management. It was also agreed that there will be a flat rental fee of £50.00 per year in advance plus a £10.00 deposit for a key to the site charged to all plot holders.
The water will be paid by the Parish Council and then divided equally and charged to all plot holders at the end of the financial year. All agreed. 

The allocation of plots was discussed and it was agreed that as such a long time had expired all names including those on the original waiting list should be drawn and the first 14 will be allocated plots in the order that they are drawn. This was considered to be the fairest way to restart the scheme locally.

An article will be placed in the newsletter and on the website.

Sections d, e,& f are to be removed from the draft report document.
All the above decisions were proposed by S. Mackay and seconded by D. Merriman. All agreed.

Re the draft procedural document a discussion took place re sheds and potential issues but it was agreed to leave this section in the document. 
It was proposed by D. Long and seconded by D. Merriman to agree the procedural document in principal subject to checking via the Clerk as agreed.


	Clerk to ask Worcester City Legal Team and National Allotments Assoc to check the docs proposed.

	76.
	Planning and Rights of Way matters:

Planning report –see appendix A as circulated.

Additional application to be included for property in Stirling Ave.


	

	77.
	Leisure & Community Affairs:

S. Mackay reported that the Christmas events were currently being finalised with LGCC.

Newsletter articles almost completed and Clerk to then collate and circulate draft for checking.

Printing to be done end Nov for early Dec delivery to the Parish.


	RM to send back page of newsletter to the Clerk.

Clerk to progress printing and delivery as agreed.

	78.
	Reports from outside bodies:

School Governor – no report made.

LGCC Management Board – no report made.


	

	79.
	Councillor reports & items for future agendas:

N. Fielden & D. Long attended the joint PC’s meeting with Worcester City on 10th October. Discussions involved budget challenges and future concerns including changes to the way Council Tax benefit will be financed locally. There may be a negative impact on the PC precept awarded although the amount will be ring fenced next year. Currently a watching brief but will need to be considered when setting budget post 2013/14. Risks to be assessed by financial working group in the future.
County Cllr Roberts expanded by explaining how this works in practice including Police & other emergency services. Max 10% reduction required. Interim arrangements will have to be agreed in order for this to be rolled out and implemented fairly.

N. Fielden reported that a proposal had been received from Worcester City re the Estates meeting held previously. Further discussion required before proposals can be brought to a meeting by the Finance Working Group mainly based around enhanced grass cutting scheme and current / future arrangements.

Next agenda item – priority estate management works – D. Merriman.

Next agenda item – LGCC capital grant request received – Clerk.

S. Mackay reported re the CALC AGM attended. Briefing given on Localism and a briefing note circulated. NALC contributions appear to be remaining the same for the coming year.


	Cllr Roberts to draw up a Parish Council model for info. re changes to Council Tax benefit.

	80.
	Report of the Clerk / Approval of accounts for payment:
Accounts for payment:

£523.92
Clerks salary November 2012

£136.35
HMRC payment

£182.83
BT phone & internet charges 
(to include final amendments)

Money received:

£40503.50
2nd precept instalment from Worcester City
Accounts proposed for payment by R. Morris and seconded by D. Long. All agreed.

	Clerk to pay accounts as agreed.

	81.
	Urgent items at the discretion of the Chairman:

Police update – letter sent to Inspector Heritage as agreed previously and an emailed reply received. Contacts now exchanged and line of communication established.
Also met with Sgt Williams and a good discussion held. Line of communication established.

Current Police cover is x1 Sgt + x2 CSO’s.

Still no real reply to query re loss of PC T. Wood.

R. Morris suggested we monitor what happens locally as a result of the recent changes. Also raised the issue of no communication from the PACT group previously formed.

Councillor dispensations – response received from CALC and information circulated to all.

Dispensation requests to be made to the Clerk in writing and in good time for future agenda inclusion. Applications re precept setting to be made asap. Noted that everyone should apply re precept setting for December meeting. Cllrs also asked to consider LGCC dispensations which may be required in the future.

Delegated authority to assess & grant applications to be given to the Clerk –proposed R. Morris, seconded D. Long. All agreed.


	Clerk to add Sgt Williams to email circulation list.
Clerk to circ info and template re applications for Councillor dispensations. Also to send out to Financial Working Group in time for forthcoming meeting re precept / budgets.

All Cllrs to apply re precept setting and to consider other applications required e.g. LGCC decisions.



	
	There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.20pm
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