WARNDON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the PARISH COUNCIL held

Monday 3rd December 2012 at Lyppard Grange Community Centre

Commencing at 7.30pm
PRESENT:
N. Fielden (Chairman), D. Long (V/Chairman), R. Morris, E. Holloway, V. Barrall, 

D. Merriman.

Also present: County Cllr A. Roberts, Ward Cllr S. Hodgson, E. Sweetman (Press), T. Pond (Lengthsman)

APOLOGIES:
M. Bayliss, S. Mackay, Ward Cllr L. Hodgson.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND CONSIDERATION OF REQUESTS FOR COUNCILLOR DISPENSATIONS IN LINE WITH S33 OF THE LOCALISM ACT 2011:
The Clerk received requests for dispensations as follows of which all were approved:

· All Parish Councillors were granted dispensations for discussion and decisions regarding the Parish Council budget process and 2013/14 precept decision.

· Cllrs S. Mackay, R. Morris, V. Barrall, D. Merriman were granted dispensation to discuss and make decisions on matters relating to Lyppard Grange Community Centre.
	ITEM:


	MINUTE RECORDED:


	ACTION BY:

	82.
	The minutes of a meeting held 5th November 2012 were agreed and signed as a true record. Proposed V. Barrall, seconded D. Merriman. All agreed.


	

	
	The meeting was suspended at this point to allow members of the Public to address the Council.

Lionel Roberts from the new Gospel Hall in Swinesherd asked the Council to consider their request to donate something to the Parish e.g. a bench. 


	Clerk: Matter to be placed on the next agenda for discussion. 



	83.
	Reports received:
Police – no report made.

County Councillor: as circulated and also an update re Council Tax Benefit changes and how this will affect the Council. Noted that there was not expected to be any change during the next financial year as additional Central Government funding was expected.

Ward Councillor: as circulated.


	

	84.
	Environmental reports:
D. Merriman reported regarding priority estate works which are expected to start later this month. Progress to be monitored. Delayed start due to flood works.

Request noted from Warwick Neale at Worcester City regarding someone required to sit on the working group for youth provision locally. 

Orchard meeting to be held 15th Dec. The previous event saw trees thinned out and other repair and clearance work completed. Pruning and tree grafting to be done in the new year.

T. Pond reported that the Tesco litter picking event will be held in the new year and contact had been made with organisers.

T. Holloway reported that the steps are now cleaned daily although some lighting work is still required.
Chair commented on the very high readings taken by the VAS on Plantation Drive and other local areas to date.

R. Morris raised concern regarding the walk through to the rugby ground from Wainwright Rd. Drainage holes in pathway are a temp. measure only. Other path which runs around the pool also needs drainage measures. Concern also that large crowds of people walking through past the burger van needs managing – gate unlocking??


	NF to confirm who is to be on the working group so that Clerk can respond.
T. Pond to find out what happens to Ash trees when they die back locally.

VAS figs to be included in the next newsletter- Clerk.

	85.
	Financial matters:
Financial statement had been circulated by the Clerk.

D. Long reported on the meetings held by the Financial Working Group re the end of year projected figures and recommended precept figure for 2013/14. Recommendation was based on income and expenditure to date and that forecast for the rest of this financial year plus projected financial requirements for 2013/14. (See appendix A)

R. Morris proposed a 2.5% increase to the precept (in principal), seconded E. Holloway. All agreed in principal but final decision to be taken at the January meeting.

Estate Management spend to be made by end of year agreed by all.

Capital Grant to LGCC re invoice received for £1360.80. Approved and proposed by E. Holloway, seconded by D. Long. All agreed.


	Clerk to place precept decision on January agenda.
Clerk to pay LGCC capital Grant.

	86.
	Planning & Rights of Way matters for consideration: (See appendix B)

Also noted permission granted for temp. structure at the Worcs  Hospital to 7/11/2015.

County Cllr Roberts gave an update re the SWDP – decision currently resting with MHDC re the future of the joint plan. Very vulnerable position if the plan does not go ahead. Worc City meeting to be held on 10th December.


	

	87.
	Leisure & Community Affairs:
Clerk updated re the newsletter which is due to be delivered to residents between 5-9th December.

V. Barrall reported that the Xmas tree competition in the LGCC is taking place up until 16th December with prizes to be awarded before Xmas.


	

	88.
	Allotments:

R. Morris reported that the legal transfer date for the land has not yet been confirmed. No response has been received from D. Sutton yet. 

Matter to be retained as a standing item on future agendas.


	

	89.
	Parish Council name:
Discussion had previously taken place re the local confusion with the current name as it does not identify the actual area which the PC covers.

It was proposed by R. Morris and seconded by D. Merriman that the Parish Council be renamed Warndon Villages Council. All agreed (E. Holloway abstained).

Future work re branding etc to be done mid-2013.


	Clerk to notify Worcester City and CALC of new name.

	90.
	Reports from Outside Bodies:

School Governor: no report made.

Lyppard Grange Management Board: no report made.


	

	91.
	Councillors reports & items for future agendas:

R. Morris – need to fit in new launch of PC name on next few agendas. Subcommittee to be formed?
Newsletter – articles in advance to the Clerk please to avoid the last minute rush!

Possible future articles – Ash die back? Trading Standards article by E. Holloway.


	Clerk to place PC launch on next few agendas.
N. Fielden to email for nominations re subcommittee.

	92.
	Report of the Clerk:

2013 meeting dates circulated.
Accounts for payment approved as listed:
£523.92
Clerks salary December 2012
£136.35
HMRC payment
£33.84

BT phone & broadban

£1360.80
LGCC capital grant – chairs purchased
£200.00
HMRC penalty
Money received:

£768.17
Worcs CC Lengthsman scheme


	Clerk to pay accounts as approved.
Clerk to contact Worcs CC Highways re query amount invoiced against L’man scheme.

	93.
	Urgent items at the discretion of the Chairman:

None.


	

	
	There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.35pm


	


Appendix A: Financial Summary 

Expenditure

The increase in the Clerk Salary allocation due to the replacement of the Clerk in May and higher costs of the newsletter in July were offset with savings made against provisions for the website and training.

One major cost item has been invoiced by and paid to the City Council covering the dog bins at a total charge of £3,380 plus VAT of £676.  The remaining major costs covering the environment (Estate Management 1, 2 and Parish Warden) are still to be invoiced by the City Council and our projection is as per the budget set.

The Lyppard Grange Community Centre Grant (£31,456) was paid in May and the capital grant budget of £2,000 has been retained in the budget.

Projection for year end is that we will be on budget for all expense items.

Income

In addition to the precept we gain income from Lengthsman.  The budget we set for this fiscal year assumed £2,500 of income; however, based on the discussion at the November Parish Council Meeting we have had to revise this projection to £1,200 resulting in a decline in income for this fiscal year of £1,300.

End of Year Projection Summary

Our anticipated balance, at the end of this year, will be £38,800 and represents a percentage of our 2013/14 expenditure of 45.3% 

Considerations for 2013/2014 budget setting
· Lengthsman: projection based on the revised 2012/2013 number of £1,200

· No change in the number of newsletter publications

· We will take on responsibility for 14 Allotments and monies will need to be provisioned for start up costs in year 1

· Costs and Grants increase in line with inflation (2.5%)

· Solid balances mean we can counter any reduction in income because of proposed changes to Council Tax Benefit for the next fiscal year.  We may need to make adjustments for subsequent years when the risk is known

· Our operating costs as a percentage of expenditure in 2013/14 remain flat.

Precept

The 2013/14 budget exercise has been modelled on a 2.5% precept increase which will result in a (per house, per annum) increase of 0.48p.  This increase will allow us to continue enhancements of local services to the community.

It was the unanimous decision of the Finance Sub Committee that the full council should consider the proposal for a 2.5% precept increase for the next fiscal year – 2013/14.   

Appendix B: Planning Update – December Meeting

	Application Reference
	Summary
	Status

	P12P0407
	32 Debdale Avenue - Conversion of the rear half of the garage
	Under Consideration until 30th November 2012.  No objections have been made to the application (as at 28th November 2012)


Updates from November Meeting

	Application Reference
	Summary
	Status

	P12Q0428 - Warndon South
	2 Cobden Avenue - Partial retrospective application for a single storey side extension and conversion of the existing double garage
	5th November 2012 one Neighbour Comment posted objecting to application.  The application is still awaiting a decision.

	P12Q0377 – Warndon South
	Worcestershire Royal Hospital Charles Hastings Way - Application for the removal of conditions of planning permission P05Q0436 for a temporary structure (temporary single storey building to be used as a 12no bed observation ward.)
	Permission granted 14th November 2012 with the following condition: the unit shall be sited for a limited period expiring on 7th November 2015, at the end of which period it shall be discontinued. Because the unit is not suitable for permanent retention and in the interests of policy BE1 of the City of Worcester Local Plan 2004.

	P12P0445 – Warndon North
	22 Stirling Avenue - proposed single storey side extension.
	Awaiting decision no comments posted before closure date of application.
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