

LEIGH & BRANSFORD PARISH COUNCIL

PLANNING COMMITTEE MINUTES

Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 26th June 2012, 7.30pm at Leigh & Bransford Memorial Hall

Present:  Stephen Seymour (Chair), Mal Cooke, Brian Porter, John Sharp, Bruce Tasker 

1. Apologies.  



Martin Gloster, Roger Husband, Graham Jones.  The Clerk, Jacqui Barker, was unwell, in her absence John Sharp took the minutes



2.
Register of Interests:
None

3. As this was the first meeting of the Planning Committee following the annual parish meeting it was proposed by John Sharp and seconded by Bruce Tasker that Stephen Seymour be elected as Chair of the Planning Committee.  This was agreed unanimously.

4. Approval of previous minutes 


The minutes of the 24th April 2012 had been approved at the Parish Council meeting  held 22nd May 2012.  An addition was made to the minutes of the Planning element of the Parish Council meeting of the 22nd May to include the comment made by Brian Porter regarding the possible noise problems which may be experienced by the proposed affordable housing from the Fold Blues Festival and general traffic movements on the A4103.  With this addition the Planning Committee elements of the Parish Council meeting of the 22nd May 2012 were approved.


5. Matters arising.


None

6. Applications discussed:   

	L&B

Ref
	MHDC

Ref
	Proposal Details
	Location
	PC Response
	Summary of Reasoning

	558
	12/00715/FUL
	Proposed change of use of agricultural land to residential curtilage to provide access to Plot 4 and amendments to approved scheme 08/01734/REM. Alteration to access position
	Elm Hurst Farm

Hereford Road

Leigh Sinton

WR13 5EA
	No Objections
	n/a

	559
	12/00782/HOU
	Two storey side extension
	Cumbrae

Dragons Cross

Leigh Sinton

WR13 5EA
	No Objections
	n/a

	560
	12/00752/FUL
	Erection of a small timber shed to be used for secure storage
	Land at (OS 7626 5231) Ashfields

Leigh Sinton

WR13 5DH
	No Objections
	n/a

	561
	12/00190/S73
	Variation of condition 16 on outline planning permission 04/00182/OUT to allow for the installation of a signalized road junction at the junction of Leigh Sinton Road and Hereford Road
	Junction of Leigh Sinton Road B4503 and Hereford Road A4103, Leigh Sinton
	Support WCC opinion.  PC wish to be involved in ongoing discussions.  Clear to write to Brian Sharp of WCC
	PC objects to traffic lights at this junction


7.  
Appeal Notifications

Notice has been received that the owners of Brook End Kennels are appealing the refusal for their pet crematorium.   The hearing would be held at County Hall on the 4th July.  Noted.

An appeal has been lodged by Persimmon Homes Ltd & Frobisher Ltd concerning the erection of 58 dwelling houses at North site Phase 7, this is outside the Parish boundary.   Noted. 

8.
Neighbourhood Plan

The Parish Council is still awaiting a reply from MHDC as to the level of support we can expect in the preparation of the Plan and what process the Parish has to undertake.  There has been response to the initial adverts from interested parties, further information will be in the next issue of the Sphere.  It was noted that it is important to obtain a cross section of parish stakeholders to form the Steering Group that will lead on the Plan development.  John Sharp stated that he felt the responsibility for the Neighbourhood Plan lies with the Parish Council and as such a formal structure must be established to manage the process.  Members of the Neighbourhood Planning task group felt that it would be the initial Steering Group that would set the structures under which the Plan would be developed. It is hoped that the first meeting of the Steering Group would be held in July.

Stephen Seymour advised the meeting that there was interest in establishing an Oil Buying Group in the Parish, linked with Alfrick and Suckley parishes.  Those parishioners who had shown interested in the Oil Buying Group may be also interested in being members of the Steering Group. 

The Neighbourhood Plan task group would meet shortly to discuss how to widen the membership and the next steps to take.

9. Worcestershire Code of Conduct

The Parish Council was asked to adopt the new Worcestershire Model Code of Conduct for Councillors.  This was proposed by Bruce Tasker, seconded by Brian Porter and carried unanimously.  New forms for Registration of Member’s Interest were handed out and members asked to complete and return to the Clerk by the end of July.

10.
Planning decisions received from MHDC

12/00471/LBC

Teme House, Leigh Sinton
- replace window
with door.
Approval

12/00595/LBC

Ashcroft, Sandlin
 - Create boot room etc.


Approval

12/00635/HOU

4 Somers Cl, Leigh Sinton – single storey extension

Approval

10. Parish Council Vacancies

There had been no requests from parishioners for an election to be called to fill the vacancies on the Parish Council.  The next step was to advertise that the Council is seeking to co-opt members and to request expressions of interest.  It was proposed by Bruce Tasker and seconded by Mal Cooke that the Clerk should advertise the vacancies for co-option to tie up with the next issue of the Sphere.  This was agreed unanimously.

11. The Northern Area Planning Committee of MHDC will be undertaking a site visit to the proposed Affordable Housing site on the 2 July and the Committee will be considering the application on the 4th July.  Stephen Seymour will represent the council at both meetings.

Paul Clements, MHDC Enforcement Officer has written to the owners of the Bowling Green at the Bank House site with regard to the unauthorised development on the site.

A letter was tabled from the Police regarding the use of Lower Howell Road by heavy lorries.  Although the limit on the road is being reduced to 7.5 tonnes the lorries using the road are permitted so to do as they are using the old gas works site on the road and have right of access.

WCC have advised that various roads in the area are to be re-designated with a weight limit of 7.5 tonnes.

12. 
Date of next meeting.



PC meeting, Tuesday 24th July 2012

Signed
   ..................................................


Date
.............................
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