
LEIGH AND BRANSFORD PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of Leigh and Bransford Parish Council held at Leigh and Bransford Memorial Hall at 7.30pm on Tuesday 24th July 2012. 

Present:           
Mr J Sharp (chairman)


Mr S Seymour




Mr R Husband



Mr M Gloster



Mr B Porter



Mr B Tasker


Mr G Jones




Mr D Hughes, Mr A Warburton and Mr C Smith (part meeting)


             


3 members of the public
 (part meeting)

1.    WELCOME AND APOLOGIES

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting. Apologies were received from Mal Cooke and Peter 
Hawkins.
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND CHANGES TO THE REGISTER OF INTERESTS
There were no declarations of interest or changes to the register of interests.

3. OPEN FORUM

The meeting was closed at this point to allow the public present to speak
Mr Taylor and Mr Huxley, representing a group of residents, raised objections to planning application 12/00776/FUL and presented letters detailing objections from 2 further residents. With reference to a document prepared by RPS Planning & Development formally detailing the objections, which had previously been circulated to members of the parish council, Mr Taylor outlined the main areas of objection, as follows:
· The development is in conflict with existing planning policy

· The development will formalise and intensify use of the site as an airfield

· The application is retrospective and lacking in information
Another resident reiterated the concern that if approved, the development would lead to increased use of the airfield and that the 28 days permitted use would occur mainly during weekends in summer, thereby having maximum impact on local residents.
The chairman thanked the members of the public for their contributions and the meeting was re-opened. 
4.
TO RECEIVE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETINGS HELD ON 22 MAY 2012 

Having previously been circulated the minutes of the parish council and annual meetings were 
confirmed and signed by the Chairman. 

5.
TO RECEIVE THE REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES OF OTHER BODIES
a) Worcestershire County Council 

County Cllr Clive Smith confirmed that he has his personal grant for the financial year and would be using some of it to pay for footpath improvements between Leigh Sinton and Suffield Close and in Hop Pole Green.
He noted that he is also taking on the issue of children in the village no longer having access to the Chase school bus.

The chairman explained the current situation regarding the attempt to get flashing warning signs for the school, noting that WCC had declined funding as the crossing is not manned. Cllr Smith agreed to follow the matter up.
The effectiveness of keeping the VAS in one location for a whole month was questioned. Cllr Smith noted that an additional sign had been purchased so that one would be used solely in his rural parishes.

Mr Gloster raised the issue of jobs reported via the hub being marked as ‘complete’ when they have in fact just been moved on in the system and no work has taken place. Cllr Smith agreed that this is a problem and a frequently heard complaint and agreed to follow the matter up.

b) Malvern Hills District Council 
District Cllr David Hughes noted that:

· The cavity wall and loft insulation scheme is now open to everyone and is running until the end of the year.
· Droitwich Spa Rural Voluntary Services – Grant funds are available to organisations providing ongoing activities in rural areas, as long as they have an income below £30,000 p.a.

· The MHDC strategic review is ongoing

· Consultations on changes to the SWDP are to be held and the next stage of the plan will come before the District Council in November.

There was some discussion regarding the provision of infrastructure in relation to the Newland development, which will impact significantly on local roads and routes into and out of Malvern and it was noted that this is still under discussion.
· MHDC planning department are keen to work towards a paperless environment and are looking for parish councils to take part in a trial. The impracticality of considering detailed plans reduced to A4 size was highlighted and Mr Seymour suggested that the only way to do this would be for parish councils to be provided with Broadband and projector equipment at their meeting place.
Mr Hughes agreed that parish councils would need practical help to make paperless planning work.

District Cllr Anthony Warburton confirmed that the Bank House site affordable housing development would now be considered at the NADCC meeting on 1st August and urged a parish council representative to attend.
The District and County council representatives left the meeting at 8.00pm.

6.
PLANNING
Mr Seymour, as chairman of the planning committee, chaired this section of the meeting.
Since the agenda was prepared, a further application had been received – 12/00970/FUL. Mr Sharp proposed that this application also be considered, Mr Husband seconded and all agreed. Mr Porter declared an interest in this application and left the meeting while it was considered.
a) Minutes of the planning committee meeting held on 26th June 2012 

Having previously been circulated, the minutes were accepted and signed.

b) Planning applications received.

	L&B ref  
	MHDC ref
	Application Details
	Location 
	PC Response
	Summary of reasoning

	562
	12/00776/FUL
	Retention of timber structures in permanent siting for the storage of light aircraft, farm machinery and tools. Use of land for up to 28 days (in any one year) for the taking off and landing of aircraft
	Land at (OS 7619 5213), Ashfields, Leigh Sinton, Worcs
	No objection
	See note 1. below

	563
	12/00704/HOU
	Two storey and first floor extensions and internal alterations
	South Cottage

Sandlin

Leigh Sinton

WR13 5DN


	No objection
	n/a

	564
	12/00882/FUL
	Erection of shed for storage of building materials during implementation of permission for conversion of adjacent Cider House into dwelling and subsequent retention for use as garden store
	The Old Cider House

Chapel Lane

Bransford

WR6 5JG
	No objection
	n/a

	565 
	12/00970/FUL
	Change of use from guest house (C1) to residential use (C3)
	Croft House

Bransford
	No objection
	n/a

	565
	12/00990/ENF
	Deemed planning application in connection with Enforcement Notice Appeal (APP/J1860/C/12/2178855 & APP/J1860/C/12/2178856 for the retention of caravans sited on land for residential purposes and laying of hardstanding
	Dragons Orchard

Hereford Road

Leigh Sinton

WR13 5EA
	The parish council support the District Council in enforcing the decision
	Noted also that there is evidence that the eastern entrance to the site is being used in contravention of planning consent.


1.
For the benefit of the members of the public present, Mr Seymour explained the role of the parish council in the planning process. He also explained that the council are only able to comment on the actual contents of the planning application before them, and cannot speculate about what may follow. 

Mr Seymour outlined the details of the application and reiterated the objections raised by the residents present, in particular the concern that the development may regularise the use of the airfield and that most of the 28 days use will be during the summer and at weekends.

The matter was discussed at length. Mr Sharp noted that he had spoken with residents living adjacent to the airstrip at Ashfield, who had expressed no concern about it. He also noted that the building cannot be seen from the road and is well away from the road and track.

Mr Sharp read out the letters received from residents objecting to the application. These drew attention to the impact of noise on grazing animals, the nuisance to neighbouring properties and development detrimental to the rural location.

Mr Husband reiterated the fact that the parish council can only consider the contents of the planning application before them and is not able to speculate upon what might happen in the future. Mr Sharp added that whilst he understood the concerns of residents regarding aircraft movements, the council could only comment with regard to the application for the building. 
Mr Husband proposed a response of no objection, Mr Jones seconded and it was agreed unanimously.
c) To receive updates on matters arising in previous planning minutes - None
d) Planning decisions received from MHDC.
12/00665/FUL

Minster Care Group




approval
12/00715/FUL

Elmhurst Farm





approval

12/00661/HOU

Pettiford Cottage




approval

12/00694/HOU

Ashfields


Extension

Approval

12/00782/HOU

Cumbrae, Dragons Cross



Approval

e) AOB
Mr Gloster noted that a planning application has appeared on the MHDC planning site for a storage shed at Gilberts Farm, Chapel Lane, Bransford (12/00901/AGR) but neither the parish council nor the neighbouring residents have been consulted about it. He also noted that there was no notice erected at the property.

He noted that the plans show that the barn is large and the issue of large buildings being erected in the countryside without consultation was discussed.

The clerk was requested to write to MHDC to ask why there is no consultation on agricultural buildings, to make the point that such buildings can have a major visual impact on the countryside and to ascertain what the regulations are for obtaining planning consent for such buildings.
7.
TO RECEIVE UPDATES ON MATTERS ARISING IN PREVIOUS MINUTES


a) Highways Matters


1. School Warning signs – covered in item 5a.

2. Footway works - Hop Pole Green, Leigh – covered in item 5a.
·         3. Dingle Lane - drainage problem & potholes – The chairman to follow up additional works required, including individual reporting of each pot hole.

·         
4. Carriageway repairs – The Engine House, Leigh – Not yet complete – the Chairman to follow 
up.


5. Dangerous Turning – Clewer Croft. The area is being monitored by Mr Husband. 


6. Cars parked on verges – Bransford – The problem is ongoing and the chairman showed a photograph of a car currently parked in the location. The clerk to write to the police requesting that action is taken...


7. Bransford roundabout – white stop line – The clerk had re-reported to Mr Brienza who had 
referred the matter on. Mr Porter reported that the line had been painted over the original line, 
rather than the second line which had been in the correct location. Mr Porter to measure the 
distance from the new line that the correct line should be and report to the clerk. The clerk to then 
inform Mr Brienza.


8. Footpath Maintenance – Bransford – the Lengthsman has started the work, which is ongoing.    


9. Potholes & Flooding – Sherridge Road. – The Lengthsman had started work but found the 
location to be too dangerous, hence will need to be carried out by highways. The Chairman to 
report via the hub.


10. Overgrown Hedge – Bank House


Mr Gloster has been in contact with the new owner of the Bank House, who is aware of the 
problem and confirmed it is on his to do list. Mr Gloster to follow up.


  



b) Play Corner – Kiln Lane



The chairman has been in contact with a local architect who is producing outline plans to 
submit 
to MHDC. 



c) Jubilee Garden and celebrations


The chairman produced a set of possible plans, to be considered after the meeting. Surplus Jubilee 
mugs have been advertised for sale at £3 each in The Sphere. Mr Porter suggested they also be 
advertised in the Post Office.



The cost of the Jubilee celebrations net of receipts totalled £355.29 and hence the total cost to the 
parish council net of VAT will be £321.26.   .

d) Bransford Flooding 


The Fox was flooded following the recent heavy rain, but was the only property to do so.


The chairman read out a letter detailing the ditch clearing work that MHDC have requested is 
undertaken by Mr Tooby and West Mercia police adjoining their properties in Bransford. 


The matter to be monitored.

e) Play area and lay-by development – Leigh Sinton Primary School


The chairman has met with the local police and representative of the safer roads partnership, who has expressed the opinion that a turn off from this stretch of road would not be possible as it would not be safe. Highways have advised that the cost of altering the road layout to provide the necessary three lanes would be prohibitive. There is however an indication that there will be more local input in determining speed limits.

It was suggested that there may be alternative routes into the school via the back or by using some of the playground area.


f) Completion of agreed works and report re telephone boxes at Bank House site 


The enforcement officer has inspected the site and reported that the telephone boxes are being restored 
as a hobby and therefore not contravening planning. The clerk to follow up re the completion of the 
agreed works.


g) Dog mess – Suckley rd

It was noted that one sign is now in place but more are required. The clerk to contact the street scene 
team who are now responsible for dog fouling.


h) Dogs roaming in Bransford 

The clerk has reported the matter to the MHDC legal department and a response is awaited.

i) ROSPA report on Bransford play area


Mr Seymour to report back to the next meeting.


j) Parish Council vacancies


The vacancies have been advertised on the notice boards and in The Sphere and the co-options be considered at the parish council meeting on 25th September.


k) Possible disposal of adopted phone boxes


The condition of the boxes was discussed and the possibility of disposing of them discussed. Mr Husband proposed, Mr Jones seconded and all agreed that the clerk should investigate their disposal.

 8.
REPORT ON OIL BUYING GROUP

Mr Seymour has sent further information out to all those who expressed an interest in the scheme.
A site will be required from which to run the scheme. Mr Jones proposed The Nelson, Mr Tasker seconded and all agreed. There will be some cost which will need to be borne jointly by the three parishes.

 9.
FINANCE

a) Accounts Paid

Zurich Municipal

Insurance 2012/13

450.36

P.A Gardiner


Grass cutting


35.00


MHDC


Rural rate relief

143.13


BGS 



Lengthsman – May

240.00


J Barker


Clerk – April/May

1230.33


BGS



Lengthsman – June

198.00


P.A. Gardiner


Grass cutting


35.00


Post Office Ltd

HMRC 1st Qtr


231.40


J Barker


Clerk – June


377.27

Accounts received - none

b) Accounts passed for payment

10. 
TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES & WORKING GROUPS

a. Affordable Housing Group 


No further update until the matter has been considered at the NADCC meeting on 1st August.

b. Footpath working 

Mr Eddon had provided a short report – read out by Mr Seymour. It was noted that the Combehill steps 
through the wood have been completed. Gates replacing the stiles have also been installed. 

c. Memorial Hall 

Mr Gloster is now vice chair of the Memorial Hall committee and reported that the hall is being 
well run and that bookings are up. The work to replace the kitchen windows paid for by the parish council will be completed over the summer and a new catering kitchen is planned. Further improvements are planned and a wish list being compiled 


d. Community Resilience Working Group 

Mr Sharp had contacted WCC regarding sandbags and been told they needed to be collected from 
the MHDC depot.

e. Community Payback

It was suggested that the team could be used to undertake work on the village hall such as painting at ground level and strimming work. Mr Seymour to follow up.


f. Neighbourhood Plan Working Group


The group have held three meetings, one of which was attended by the MHDC officer co-ordinating the matter. 
It was noted that the concept of neighbourhood plans had originally been intended as a means of dealing with urban regeneration, rather than for rural use. Mr Seymour noted that the process is complicated and bureaucratic and has been developed thus far by town councils with dedicated officers. He also noted that planning for affordable housing is excluded from such plans.

Several local residents have expressed an interest in being involved in a steering group and an informal meeting will be held at Mrs Cooke’s home in the near future. Training and update sessions are also to take place over the next few weeks – it being noted that information is still being released by central Government.

Following discussion it was decided that further information should be obtained regarding the production of the plan and on how the parish would benefit from producing one. A decision on whether or not to proceed would then be made at the November parish council meeting.


g.VAS Working Group


The chairman would liaise with the neighbouring parishes to ensure that the sign is moved as needed.

11.
COUNCILLORS REPORTS

Overhanging hedges on the Suckley road are the responsibility of individual householders.


Mr Jones requested that the clerk write to the owner of cottages on the Hereford Road in Leigh Sinton (Mr Frogett of Brook House Farm, Stocks Lane), requesting that he cut back the hedge that is overhanging the pavement and forcing pedestrians into the road.


Mr Porter reported that following the recent floods he had noticed that many householders had made no attempt to keep drains by their property clear. It was noted that despite the hard work he had put into keeping the drains clear, the Lengthsman had received sarcastic comments from a parishioner.


The clerk was requested to include the matter in the next Sphere report, commenting on the good work done by the Lengthsman and asking householders to take responsibility for clearing up their own garden debris and the drains by their properties.

The clerk was requested to re-circulate the register of interests form to those councillors still to complete it and they were reminded of the need to submit it to MHDC by 28th July.
12.
DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 


The next Planning Committee meeting will be held on Tuesday 28 August and the next Parish Council meeting on Tuesday 25 September, both 7.30pm at The Memorial Hall.


Chairman.............................................

Date..................................................

329

