HANLEY CASTLE PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on Thursday, 19th July 2012 at 7.00pm in Hanley Swan Village Hall.

Present:  
Councillors:
Sue Roberts (Chairman)  Tony Atkinson  Jackie Bass  
Francis Harcombe*  Wendy Roberts-Powell   John Taverner
In Attendance:  
DCllr Mike Morgan**   Mrs Susan Hughes (Clerk)  

101/12  
Apologies: Cllrs Sue Adeney & Alex Grimwade   
102/12  
Declarations of Interest:  a)  Declarations of Interest (Personal & Prejudicial): Cllr Tony Atkinson declared a personal interest in Min 106 below in planning applications in general as the owner of a shop selling OS maps; 
Cllr Sue Roberts declared a personal interest in Min 105b as a Vice President of the Cricket Club & a prejudicial interest as the owner of a local business in Min 112c:  and b)  any Changes to be Notified to the Register of Interests and Gifts & Hospitality:  There were none.
* Cllr Harcombe arrived during the following discussions.

Closure of the meeting to allow the public present to speak on any matters relating to Hanley Castle Parish.   
Concerns were raised over the speed of traffic along the Welland Road with the inherent danger to pedestrians, the lack of formal response to parishioner comments and possible disturbance from and damage to the proposed youth shelter. (See Min 107c)
103/12
Minutes 
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 21st June 2012 having been previously circulated were approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record. 
104/12
Matters Arising & Progress Reports not Listed elsewhere on the Agenda
a)  Min 88b:  Noticeboard adj to the Former Hanley Castle Post Office:  The chairman had discussed the suggestion to resite the noticeboard near to the High School sign with the headteacher who had raised no objections to the proposal.  Members requested confirmation from MHDC that no planning permission was required for the siting of the board within the Conservation Area.
Action: 
Clerk to contact MHDC


Chairman to contact a local contractor re re-siting the board
b)  Min 99b:  Broadband Survey:  The clerk encouraged members to complete the on-line survey (www.worcestershire.gov.uk/cms/superfast-broadband.aspx) to help ensure faster broadband within the county.

The chairman advised that Cllr Alex Grimwade would provide an article for the newsletter.
**  DCllr Mike Morgan arrived at this point in the meeting.
105/12
Projects Related to the Section 106 Funding

a) Arts:  The Project Leaders had provided the requested additional material for the Officers Group which should allow the project to progress after the next meeting on    6th September.
b) 
Cricket Club:  The project was progressing well and additional grant funding had been sought.

c)  
Parish Council:  Three estimates had been pursued: an application to be submitted for September.  
d) 
Youth:  The application had been approved by the MHDC ‘Signing-off Group’ prior to a legal agreement with the Parish Council.  Further details were awaited.
e)  
Liaison with MHDC:  Various members reported on the recent meeting of the Overview & Scrutiny Cttee and were agreed that any progress in the application procedures would not help those projects currently within the process.
It was noted that MHDC would consult with the Parish Council during the review within the next few months.
106/12
Planning: a)  To consider planning applications referred by MHDC for comment:            



12/00848/ADV
Fascia Signs.  Units 15-19, 190 Poolbrook Road


Members raised no objections to this retrospective application.

b)  
To Consider under the Scheme of Delegation any Planning Applications received between publication of this agenda and the Meeting:  The following Notice of Appeal (written representations) was noted without further comment:

12/00264/FUL
Erection of replacement dwelling




Coverside Farm, Hanley Swan


c) Details of Decision Notices Received to-date:  

12/00466/FUL
Demolition, remediation & redevelopment of waste incineration unit with 4 no three bed, 2 no four bed and 1 no five bed dwellings, garages, car parking & biodiversity area.       Waste Incineration Unit, Hangmans Lane



Refused  29th June 2012

Members noted that the decision on the Appeal against refusal of a previous planning application (MH10/00116/Ful) on site was still awaited.
d)  
South Worcestershire Development Plan:  Cllr Tony Atkinson reported on a very interesting and informative meeting held by MHDC to discuss the next stages of the Development Plan.  Attendees had been advised that new housing stock, other than rural exception sites, built within the last 5 years could be counted against the quota for the parish.  Members therefore queried whether they could make further comments on identified sites within the locality.  


He advised that there would be local, open meeting at The Memorial Hall, Upton probably on 10th August.
e)
Feedback from Planning Induction & Update:  Cllr Wendy Roberts-Powell reported on an interesting and useful meeting for new councillors to attend.  A copy of the overheads was available.
107/12
Highway Matters

a)  Report & Works for the Lengthsman:  Cllr Taverner advised that the Lengthsman was:

keeping a detailed record of times and problems related to replacing batteries etc for the VAS signs;
would treat the brambles etc between the church and Oakmere as soon as possible;

the footway adjacent to Evendine had been sided out;

raised further concerns over the hedge at Picken End.

Action:
The clerk to contact the relevant landowner in Picken End
b)  Carriageway Surfacing:  Members advised that the various potholes in Gilberts End, a designated cycle route had yet to be filled.  The potholes in Church End had been filled that day.
Action:  
The clerk to advise the Highways Authority once again concerning Gilberts End
c) Possible Speed Restrictions, Welland Road: Following the strong concerns raised by local parishioners earlier in the meeting, members agreed to request additional speed warning and restriction signs on the downward hill in Welland Road.
Action:  The clerk to contact the Highways Department
108/12  
District & County Councillors Reports
a)  District Cllrs Mike Morgan & Tim Perry:  DCllr Morgan re-iterated comments on the recent Section 106 meeting and also advised on recent SWDP discussions on traveller sites.  Currently MHDC were approximately 22 pitches short of their statutory obligation and there was also a requirement to provide a 5 year land-bank for future pitches.
b)  County Cllr Tom Wells:  No report was available.
109/12
Report of the:

a)  Parish Paths Officer: There was no report available.  Parishioners had raised further concerns were raised over the width of the footpath adjacent to Maisey Cottage which had been forwarded to WCC.
b)  Pond Wardens:  There was no report available.  The chairman advised of concerns by local parishioners over a number of rats visible in the area.  Although there was no proof of their source, the clerk to advise the rodent-control contractor of the problems near to the pond.
Action:
The clerk to contact the relevant contractor
c)  Playing Field: Cllr Tony Atkinson requested that members ‘litter pick’ on every occasion that they were in the area.  The chairman agreed to contact the Primary School and request that a suitable article be included in the first Newsletter of the Autumn Term.
Following discussions, members re-iterated a previous decision, not to form a Committee purely for the Playing Fields. 
Action:  
Chairman to contact the Primary School.



Members to ‘litter-pick’ at appropriate opportunities & monitor the 




amount of litter on the field during the school holidays
110/12
Environmental Matters
There had been no meeting of the Environmental Working Group during the month.
Cllr Jackie Bass reported that she had been researching the trees available through the Jubilee Fund and their suitability for planting on the verge of the B4209.  Following general discussions, members agreed to refer the matter back to the Working Group and request that they also consider access by the landowner for hedge cutting.
111/12
Local Government Code of Conduct 2012

Members re-iterated their decision to adopt the Worcestershire Code of Conduct: all members to complete the Register of Interests form and return to MHDC.
112/12 
Finance:   a)  Payment & Receipt of Accounts:  Members approved the payments and receipt of accounts as in the presented schedule (attached).  
b)  Annual Audit Return:  Members noted and accepted the report of the Internal Auditor.
c)  To consider an Application for Discretionary Rate Relief for Unit 13,                 Hanley Workshops: Members unanimously supported this application for Rural Rate Relief under category B.
d)  To consider survey & quotations for the trees adjacent to the pond:                     Cllr John Taverner reported on the concerns regarding the safety of 4 trees round the pond.  He had obtained one quotation for the work.  Following discussions, it was agreed to seek further quotations from other tree surgeons for comparison and consideration.  Cllr John Taverner to meet by appointment with potential contractors on site.
It was further agreed to source an alternative type of tree to plant once the ground had settled.
113/12
Appointment of a New Clerk

Cllr John Taverner reported that there had been a good response to the advertisement and interviews would be concluded during the following week.
114/12
Topics Raised by Councillors, Committees and Parishioners

a) Neighbourhood Plans:  Item to be placed on a future agenda.
115/12
Items for Future Agendas

a)  To Amend Standing Orders

116/12
Date of Next Scheduled Meeting:
20th September 2012
The meeting closed at 8.50pm 
          Signed   ………………………………   Date: 20th September 2012
                       


                               Chairman
Appendix 1:
Schedule of Payments 19th July 2012
Payment of Accounts:  The undermentioned accounts were approved for payment:   










£
	1240

	New Farm Grounds Maintenance

	Mowing x 2

	550.80


	1241

	P Sauntson

	Lengthsman 

	26.00


	1242

	Pestkill

	Rodent Control

	250.00


	1243

	Susan Hughes

	Salary June

	320.15


	1244

	Broker Network Ltd

	Annual Insurance premium

	750.10



	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Signed   ………………………………………       Date: 20th September 2012
                       


                  Chairman
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