HANLEY CASTLE PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on Thursday, 20th September 2012 at 7.00pm in Hanley Swan Village Hall.

Present:  
Councillors:
Sue Roberts (Chairman)  Tony Atkinson  Jackie Bass  
Francis Harcombe 
In Attendance:  
Mrs Rebecca Abunassar (Clerk)  Mrs Susan Hughes (Assistant Clerk)  

117/12  
Apologies: Cllrs Sue Adeney   Wendy Roberts-Powell   John Taverner
118/12
Welcome:  The chairman was delighted to welcome the new clerk,           Mrs Rebecca Abunassar (Becky) to the meeting and the parish.

119/12  
Declarations of Interest
a) Register of Interests: Councillors were reminded of the need to update their register of interests. 

b) To declare any Disclosable Pecuniary Interests in items on the agenda and their nature:  Cllr Sue Roberts declared an interest in item 132c as the applicant.
c) To declare any Other Disclosable Interests in items on the agenda and their nature. 

120/12
To Consider Written Requests from Councillors for the Council to Grant a Dispensation (S33 of the Localism Act 2011):   There were none
Closure of the meeting to allow the public present to speak on any matters relating to Hanley Castle Parish.   There were no parishioners present.
121/12
To Receive the Report of the Local Police Officers 
The Police Crime report for last month detailed ‘x2 Burglary Dwelling’
122/12
Minutes 
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 19th July 2012 having been previously circulated were approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record. 
123/12
Matters Arising & Progress Reports not Listed elsewhere on the Agenda
a)  Min 104a:  Noticeboard adjacent to the Former Hanley Castle Post Office:  Members requested confirmation from MHDC that no planning permission was required for the siting of the board within the Conservation Area:  Susan Hughes to seek an urgent response.
Action: 
Assistant Clerk to contact MHDC

124/12
Resignation of a Councillor

Members noted the resignation of Alex Grimwade as a parish councillor with immediate effect.  It was noted that MHDC would be advised of the vacancy and details advertised on parish noticeboards and on the websites.
A formal letter of thanks for his service to be sent to Alex.
Action: 
The clerk to write to Alex Grimwade

The clerk to advise MHDC & put notices on the boards & websites
125/12
Projects Related to the Section 106 Funding

a) Arts:  The MHDC Officers Group had approved the application subject to three conditions, only one of which could be fulfilled immediately.
Action:
The Assistant Clerk to pursue the completion of the application
b) 
Cricket Club:  It was understood the Cricket Club was waiting for completion of negotiations between HCHS and the Diocese regarding the lease of the Glebe. 
c)  
Parish Council:  In view of the difficulties surrounding the proof of ownership of the Playing Field and the required extension of the lease, the assistant clerk had written to all three potential contractors advising them of the delay with the project.
d) 
Youth:  The application had been further delayed by MHDC by requests for additional information.  They had also declined to accept a letter from the Diocesan Office as proof of ownership of the Playing Field and had requested a certified copy of the Deeds.  As it was Glebe Land there were no deeds available:  the assistant clerk to liaise between the relevant parties.
Action:  The Assistant Clerk to continue working on the project.
e)  
Liaison with MHDC:  Two officers of the District Council had offered to meet with representatives of the Parish Council to agree a way forward.  Following discussions, it was agreed that Cllrs Adeney & Bass plus the clerk & assistant clerk should attend the meeting.
Action:  The Assistant Clerk to contact MHDC
126/12
Planning: a) To consider planning applications referred by MHDC for comment:            



12/01102/HOU
Replacement of softwood shed with oak framed four-bay 




garage with storage area above  




2 Villa Cottages, Gilberts End



Members raised objections to this application:


the proposed garage/store is out of proportion and scale when compared with the original small cottage;


dormer windows plus the number of roof lights serve no purpose in a storage area.



12/01171/HOU
Proposed single storey and two storey extensions




2 Longcroft, Quay Lane

Following due consideration, members raised no objections to this application.

b)  
To Consider under the Scheme of Delegation any Planning Applications received between publication of this agenda and the Meeting: 



12/01211/FUL
A stone sculpture that takes the form of two seats and a 





bench adjacent to Swan Pool.  Coverfield, Hanley Swan


Members welcomed and supported this application

c) Details of Decision Notices Received to-date:  


10/00116/Ful
Demolition and remedial works.  Construction of 8 no two bedroomed, 6 no three bedroomed, 10 no four bedroomed houses (NB No of houses later reduced to 21), with ancillary hub building, village green, car parking and food waste production area.  
Waste Incineration Unit, Hangmans Lane   



Refused 1st April 2011 Appeal dismissed 8th August 12



12/00557/LBC
Replacement dormer windows with timber frames, metal 

casements and leaded lights.  Replacement east slope with hand made plain clay tiles.  

Severn End Cottage, Hanley Castle 

Approved 24 July 12
d) 
Notification of Appeals from MHDC:  Members noted the following detail


12/00264/FUL
Erection of replacement dwelling  






Coverside Farm, Hanley Swan


12/00611/FUL
Detached two bedroomed cottage







Jessamine Cottage, Worcester Road, Hanley Swan

e)
Possible Enforcement Actions Required:  Members requested confirmation from MHDC that two properties had appropriate planning permissions for use domestic dwellings.
Action:
The clerk to contact the MHDC Enforcement Officer

127/12
Highway Matters

a)  Report & Works for the Lengthsman:  In a written report Cllr Taverner had advised that the Lengthsman 
was keeping a detailed record of times and problems related to replacing batteries etc for the VAS signs.  Members had noted that the signs were frequently not working and requested that the batteries be charged/changed more frequently.
Action:  The clerk to advise Cllr Taverner
had raised concerns over the hedge at 31 Winnington Gardens
Action:  The clerk to write to the landowner requesting that the hedge is cut back
Dangerous state of the surface of the footway between Holloway Farm & 1 Roberts End regularly used by young cyclists on their way to school

Action:  The clerk to report to Highways once again and seek urgent repairs

Members noted that several hedgerows had been cut back but there had been considerable subsequent growth in odd brambles.  The Lengthsman to be asked to remove just the brambles.

Action:  The clerk to liaise with Cllr Taverner re brambles at Cross Hands Cottage and the Old Vicarage, Hanley Castle
b)  Carriageway Surfacing:  Members advised that the various potholes in Gilberts End, a designated cycle route had yet to be filled.  The verges near to Gilberts End Farm were particularly affected by both potholes and loose gravel on the carriageway.

Action:  The clerk to monitor repairs to Gilberts End and if necessary report once again to WCC
c) Possible Speed Restrictions, Welland Road: Members noted that there had been no response to the request for additional signage or a 40mph restricted area on the Welland Road to warn of the impending 30mph restrictions.
Action:  The clerk to contact the Highways Department
d)  School Sign, Welland Road:  Members requested that the school sign, lying on the verge opposite Merton Cottage, be replaced and the barriers removed from site.
Action:
The Clerk to contact the Highways Department
e) Hedge at Picken End:  The Assistant Clerk had spoken to the landowners who had assured her that the hedge would be cut shortly.
f)  Speed within the Parish:  Members sought an update from the Safer Roads Partnership on the statistical analysis that they were undertaking with regard to the feasibility of installing the ‘Average Mean Speed System’ within the Village.
Action:
The Clerk to contact the Safer Roads Partnership for an update
128/12  
District & County Councillors Reports
a)  District Cllrs:   Neither member was present at the meeting.
b)  County Cllr Tom Wells:  The member was not present.
129/12
Report of the:

a)  Parish Paths Officer: WCC were pursuing complaints and concerns raised with regard to the accessible use of the footpath adjacent to Maisey Cottage. 
b)  Pond Wardens:  The clerk spoke to the previously tabled report from the pond wardens.  Members were advised of the concerns of the British Legion Club with regard to the rubbish being stored immediately adjacent to their building.  Having confirmed their property boundary, the Club intended to fence their area at some point.
Action:
The clerk to contact John Taverner to ensure that the rubbish was removed.
c)  Playing Field: Cllr Tony Atkinson advised members that a lower rail on the wooden fencing had been vandalised.  Following discussions, it was agreed that the chairman should contact the original contractor and request the required repairs.
Cllr Harcombe agreed to provide the materials to fill & seed the hole near to the picnic bench.
Action:  
Chairman to contact the original contractor



Cllr Harcombe to provide the soil/seed & fill the hole on site
130/12
Environmental Matters
Cllr Jackie Bass reported on a meeting where following investigations, members had agreed to leave the planting of the verge until Autumn 2013.  Following discussions on the outline of potential works, it was agreed to detail £300 in the budget for this work.
Cllr Harcombe advised that he was still pondering as to what work, if any should be undertaken to the small copse on adjacent land to the site.

Action:  The clerk to advise Cllr Taverner of the budget requirements

Commercial Sign on the Village Green:  It was agreed that the clerk should advise MHDC and request removal of the signs.
Action:
The clerk to contact MHDC
131/12
Correspondence

a)  Mobile Fish & Chip Catering:  Members considered a request from a local business woman on the setting up of a mobile catering unit between 4.30pm & 8.30pm on a Thursday evening within the parish.  Following consideration members, agreed to state that there should be no parking on the Village Green, no clash with The Swan Inn ‘take-away’ catering evenings but to suggest that she contact the church with regard to use of the Church car park or the Caravan Club and or Caravan and Camping Club at Blackmore.
Action:
The clerk to contact the company with comments
132/12 
Finance:   a) Payment & Receipt of Accounts:  Members approved the payments and receipt of accounts as in the presented schedule (attached).  
b)  Annual Audit Return:  Members noted that the External Audit had been returned without comment.
Action:
The clerk to put the relevant notices on the boards

c)  To consider an Application for Discretionary Rate Relief for The Three Kings,                 Hanley Castle.  
The chairman, having declared a Disclosable Interest left the room.  In the absence of the vice chairman, members present elected Cllr Harcombe to chair the meeting for this one item.

Members unanimously supported this application for Rural Rate Relief under category B.
Action:  
The clerk to advise MHDC
Cllr Sue Roberts returned to the room and the chair.

d)  To consider survey & quotations for the trees adjacent to the pond:  The chairman spoke to the previously circulated detail and the recommendation from Cllr Taverner that only the one tree was removed from site at present with the other four affected trees left until Spring to see if there were any signs of recovery from the disease.

Following discussions, members unanimously agreed to follow this course of action with Adrian Hope Trees Services as the contractor.

Action: 
The clerk to advise the ‘chosen’ contractor of the contract & TPO on site and write to the remaining two of them and thank them for their interest.        
e)  Appointment of External Auditor:  Members noted the appointment by the Audit Commission of Grant Thornton UK LLP as external auditor for five years from 2012/13

f)  To Agree changes to the Bank Mandate & British Government Stocks:  Members agreed to remove Alex Grimwade and the former clerk from the bank mandate and to change the contact details for the British Government Stocks.  All appropriate forms were signed.

g)  Parish Council Training:  Welland & Little Malvern Parish Council were very keen to arrange local, appropriate training for all councillors and had asked if Hanley Castle PC would be interested in joining the sessions, approx. £150/evening, total cost.  Following discussions, it was agreed that it would be a very useful idea with two sessions initially, one on the Code of Conduct and one on the Localism Act.
133/12
Appointment of a New Clerk

The chairman referred members to the previously circulated Minutes of the Staffing Committee and the recommendations contained therein.  Members unanimously agreed to accept those recommendations and confirm the appointment of a new clerk with effect from 1st September 2012.
Action:
The chairman & clerk to sign new contracts.
134/12
Topics Raised by Councillors, Committees and Parishioners

a) Neighbourhood Plans:  Members noted that MHDC were most likely to recommend that parishes considered producing Community Plans in the first instance as in most cases these would be practical and sufficient to cover most aspects.
135/12
Items for Future Agendas

a)  October:  To welcome the retiring Chief Executive of the Three Counties Showground, Nick Vincent to the meeting along with his successor, Ken Nottage
b)  To Amend Standing Orders
136/12
Date of Next Scheduled Meetings:
18th October & 22nd November 2012
The meeting closed at 8.40pm 
          Signed   ………………………………   Date: 18th October 2012
                       


                               Chairman
Signed   ………………………………………       Date: 18th October 2012
                       


                  Chairman
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