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 Little Malvern & Welland Parish Council

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 17th September 2012
www.worcestershire.gov.uk/wellandparishcouncil 
Present 

Cllrs. Mr D Atkinson(Chairman), Mrs A Calvesbert, Mr R Cousins, Mr W Guy, Mr P Hancock, 

Mrs B Hill, Mr S Sharrock, Mrs K Jefferies, Mr M Upright.
In Attendance
County Cllr. Mr Tom Wells, Mr D Sharp (Clerk) and forty members of the public.
Before the meeting members of the public were able to put forward their views on planning application 12/01087/OUT, for approximately 50 houses on Lawn Farm Drake Street.  Some were concerned over the proposed development being in open countryside and outside the settlement boundary, increased traffic and whether a precedent would be set if it was approved.  Others pointed out the need for development particularly affordable housing in the village although some maintained that there had been no housing needs survey to corroborate this.

The Chairman thanked all members of the public for expressing their views and the matter would be decided upon later in the agenda.

104/12
Apologies 
Cllr. Mr R Cousins (accepted).  The Clerk also confirmed that Cllr. Stephen Try had resigned and that he had posted the appropriate casual vacancy notices.
105/12 Interests

i. Councillors Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests and Other Disclosable Interests regarding items on the agenda: Cllr. Calvesbert declared a Disclosable Interest in planning application 12/01087/OUT since she owned land opposite Lawn Farm.
ii. Notification of changes to the register of interests: There were none
106/12
Minutes

To consider for adoption the minutes of the Annual Parish Council meeting of 20th August: These were accepted as an accurate record and they were signed by the Chairman.

107/12
Progress reports and other matters arising from these minutes

The Clerk had not received a response from Castlemorton and Birtsmorton Parish Councils regarding joint Calc training sessions.  He was to contact Hanley Castle Parish Council.
108/12
Planning Applications

The following applications were considered:

	Application No
	From
	Details

	12/01085/OUT
	Mrs I Cambell

Midlands Farm, Hook Bank
	Outline application for residential development 11 dwellings – 6 open market and 5 affordable dwellings, access and landscaping.

	12/01087/OUT
	Mr R Robson

Lawn Farm, Drake Street
	Outline application for a sustainable residential development of approximately 50 houses, access and associated works with some Matters Reserved.

	12/01202/FUL
	Mr C Lee & Mrs C Morgan

Broad Oak Trout Lakes, Gilvers Lane
	Erection of fishery manager’s dwelling.


12/01085/OUT – It was agreed to defer a decision on this application until the next meeting to allow time for public consultation
12/01087/OUT – It was agreed to recommend for refusal – Reasons to be cited were that it was open countryside and outside the development boundary and contrary to the Local Plan.  Also contrary to several planning policy guidelines.

12/01202/FUL – It was agreed to recommend for approval.
109/12
Reports by District and County Councillors and other Representatives.

County Cllr. Mr Tom Wells mentioned problems with the new bus service.  It had been reported that busses were speeding to keep up with the schedule and that although there were 2 busses per hour they were not evenly spaced.  Nevertheless he urged residents to continue using the service while these problems were dealt with.

A recent traffic survey on Gloucester Road had identified an average speed of 37mph and he hoped the results would be made available to the Parish Council.

He offered to pay for the Drake Street bench out of his allocated community fund if the Parish Council and Friends of Welland paid for the installation.

He confirmed that sections of The Avenue and Marlbank footways would be resurfaced.

Finally he confirmed that the consultation over the inclusion of The Pheasant Inn into the SWDP had finished and the matter would be decided by MHDC in November. 
District Cllr. Mr Roger Cousins’ report was relayed by the Clerk:  He had been liasing with the organisers of The Steam Rally, which was taking place next weekend, on how to deter illegal camping on local amenity spaces.  The offer to block the entrances to Spitalfields and The Recreational Field was considered but the consequences of denying ambulance access would have meant that the fields would not be used by the public for the period.  The offer was welcomed but declined.  The Friends of Welland had agreed to contribute to the installation of a bench by the bus stop on Drake Street and he asked councillors to consider what style of bench was suitable.  Finally he reported that £435 had been raised at the Help for Heroes event last weekend.  
110/12
Committee & Working Party Reports & Recommendations

i. Playing Fields

It was hoped that the hedges and bank would be cut soon.
ii. Fete/Diamond Jubilee
The allocation of funds was to be considered at the next meeting once the account summary had been prepared.

111/12
South Worcestershire Development Plan

To confirm the response submitted between meetings to the ‘Proposed Significant Changes to the Preferred Options’ with particular attention to the proposed development of The Pheasant Inn, Welland: The response which had been submitted following a public meeting on 22nd August was approved and is appended to these minutes.
112/12
Highways & Footpaths

The Clerk was to write to a landowner on Drake Street whose hedge was obstructing the footway.
113/12
Correspondence

The following correspondence was presented: 
	FROM
	* Email
	SUBJECT

	Misc
	*
	Pheasant Inn SWDP Consultation

	Misc
	*
	Lawn Farm Consultation and Responses

	CALC
	*
	Updates

	CALC
	*
	Area Meeting

	WCC
	*
	Broadband Update

	WCC
	*
	Localism Fair 10th October – 5-7pm, 7-8.15pm

	MHDC
	*
	Planning Training Thursday 20th September - Neighbourhood Planning – 6.30pm

	Audit Commission
	
	New External Auditor

	MHDC
	
	Annual Review


114/12
Finance
To consider payment of invoices presented: 
The following payments were approved from the Main Account:
	From/Due to
	Date
	Amount
	Details

	Jeremy Moore
	29/08
	£236.00
	Lengthman Duties (Aug)

	Smart Cut
	17/08

31/08
	£180.00
	2 x Grass Cutting

	Newsquest
	19/08
	£26.10
	Car Boot Ad.

	Edwin Hardman
	17/09
	£72.00
	Handyman (£90 gross)

	DA Sharp
	17/09
	£313.28
	Clerk’s Fee (£391.48 Gross SP25)

	
	TOTAL
	£827.38
	


The following payment was approved from the Fete Account:

	From/Due to
	Date
	Amount
	Details

	Newsquest
	03/09
	£26.10
	Car Boot Ad.


Accounts Summary

	Reserves Lloyds 
	£96.88
	£96.88
	
	Main Account B/F
	£326.61

	Reserves BOI 
	£2860.61
	£2860.61
	
	WCC Lengthman (Jul)
	£236.00

	Fete Account
	£363.59
	
	
	VAT Repayment
	£2343.28

	Fete Income
	£26.68
	
	
	Fete Car Boot
	£16.50

	Fete Car Boot
	£263.50
	
	
	Friends of Welland (Notice Board)
	£300.00

	September Payments
	(£26.10)
	£627.67
	
	
	

	Buildings Account
	£4132.51
	£4132.51
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	PWLB
	(£1876.49)

	
	
	
	
	September Payments
	(£827.38)

	Total C/F
	£7717.67
	
	Main Account C/F
	£518.52


It was agreed that Cllr. Pettit be added to the account signatories.

115/12
Any other matters for report or for future consideration
A public meeting was to be arranged during the week preceding the next meeting to discuss the Hook Bank planning application.
A member of the public requested that the Parish Council liaise with Festival Housing over their responsibilities regarding the erosion of the banks of the Marlbank Brook.
116/12
Date of the next meeting

Monday 15th October at 7.30pm was confirmed.
There being no further business the meeting concluded at 9.00 pm.
APPENDIX

SWDP Response

At a public meeting held by the parish council and attended by about 80 parishioners, the majority view was that The Pheasant Inn should re-open. However, we are not convinced that allowing a housing development on this site would result in the reopening of the pub. 
We believe there are too many planning problems associated with this site which require thorough investigation before any decision is made on its suitability for housing. 
These include:
· Existing flooding issues with immediate neighbours and further downstream. 
· We understand there is an issue with the highway agency, namely access on to the Gloucester Road which would be too dangerous. 
· The normal pub exit is on to a stretch of road with a dip which restricts visibility. 
· There is a large electric substation mounted on poles on this site which would need relocating. Advice has recently been given that this is being used to its full capacity and as such would require major substation work to be carried out.
Development also raises the question of whether the pub would even be commercially viable if the majority of the car park was developed for housing. It was generally agreed by the parishioners at the meeting that any potential development would not include affordable housing due to financial implications, ie it would not yield enough profit for the developer.
If all of the above issues could be resolved satisfactorily and a legally binding scheme agreed with all parties enabling any appropriate housing to result in the renovation and reopening of the village pub, we would willingly look at the scheme, but at present we think it would be inappropriate and send out the wrong message if this site was included in the revised SWDP.
We therefore recommend that the land surrounding The Pheasant Inn NOT be included in the SWDP preferred options.
