HANLEY CASTLE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on Thursday, 18th October 2012 at 7.00pm in Hanley Swan Village Hall.

Present:  
Councillors:
Sue Roberts (Chairman)  Tony Atkinson  Jackie Bass  

Francis Harcombe John Taverner  Wendy Roberts-Powell 
Sue Adeney

In Attendance:  
Mrs Rebecca Abunassar (Clerk) Mrs Susan Hughes (Assistant Clerk)  

DCllr Mike Morgan Colin Rowley (PWW elect) Nick Vincent & Ken Nottage (Three Counties)
137/12  
Apologies: WCCllr Tom Wells 
138/12
Welcome:  The chairman was delighted to welcome the Chief Executive of the Three Counties Showground and his Successor, Ken Nottage to the meeting and the parish.

139/12  
Declarations of Interest
a) Register of Interests: Councillors were reminded of the need to update their register of interests. 

b) To declare any Disclosable Pecuniary Interests in items on the agenda and their nature:  Cllr Sue Roberts declared an interest in Min 152c as a business owner. Cllr Sue Adeney declared an interest in Min 146c as a neighbour. 
c) To declare any Other Disclosable Interests in items on the agenda and their nature. 

140/12
To Consider Written Requests from Councillors for the Council to Grant a Dispensation (S33 of the Localism Act 2011):   Cllr Tony Atkinson had submitted a written request for a Dispensation to be allowed to both speak and vote on all planning applications due to a pecuniary interest that may be gained from being Partner of The Map Shop. It was requested that the dispensation be valid until May 2015. It was proposed, seconded and agreed to grant the dispensation until May 2015. 
141/12
To Welcome Chief Executive of the Three Counties Showground Nick Vincent, and his successor Ken Nottage

The Chairman welcomed Nick Vincent to the meeting and invited him to address members on recent events, showground improvements and to introduce the Council to his successor.

Mr Vincent undertook a review of the year at Three Counties and advised that:

the rain had impacted on all of the shows and subsequently numbers were down;


road sweepers had been employed to clear the resulting mud;

complaint levels were continuing to be monitored and were lower than previous years but urged that the Council continue to advise of any problems;

an extension had been built and refurbishment of some of the buildings had been undertaken in the hope to increase the showground’s mid week use for business events;

signage at the cross roads will be changed around shortly and comments are welcomed as alterations will be possible in the short term

In response the members raised concerns over:

Traffic problems on 14th October caused by gates not being opened in sufficient time for one of the events - Mr Vincent apologised and said he would look into the problem to try and ensure it did not happen again.

What measures were being put in place to try and reduce the number who travelled by car – currently bike racks are on site, discounts are given for coach users and buses are put on from the train station to the showground. Mr Vincent agreed to speak to National Express to see if it would be possible to stop at the showground and to also try to encourage rail users by making it more visible on the website’s travel menu.

The planning application for the telefonic mast states it is to replace one on the showground – Mr Vincent said he did not realise the mast was to be a replacement and that he had only been informed of the application that day. He thought the application was due to a lack of capacity at shows. When shown the proposed location on the plan he raised his concerns about the visual impact and its proximity to the signage for the showground. 

Mr Vincent thanked the Parish Council for helping the Three Counties to progress all actions and developing relationships and introduced Ken Nottage who will succeed him as Chief Executive on his retirement. Mr Nottage was previously MD of Gloucester Rugby Club and said he looked forward to continuing the strong links with the Council and would welcome an invitation to attend another meeting in the new year to update the Council on events at the showground. 

The Chairman thanked Mr Vincent and Mr Nottage for attending the meeting and the Council looked forward to working with Mr Nottage in the future and wished Mr Vincent well in his retirement. 

Closure of the meeting to allow the public present to speak on any matters relating to Hanley Castle Parish.   No matters were raised.
142/12
To Receive the Report of the Local Police Officers 
The Police Crime report for last month detailed:  2 Burglary other, 1 Criminal Damage,

1 RTC Damage Only, 1 Theft from vehicle, 1 Attempt Burglary. 


Action:  The Clerk to request for Police warning on rouge traders to be included in the Parish Link.
143/12
Minutes 
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 20th September 2012 having been previously circulated were approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record. 
144/12
Matters Arising & Progress Reports not Listed elsewhere on the Agenda

a)  Min 104a:  Noticeboard adjacent to the Former Hanley Castle Post Office:  Members requested confirmation from MHDC that no planning permission was required for the siting of the board within the Conservation Area:  Susan Hughes to chase for an urgent response.

Action: 
Assistant Clerk to contact MHDC

b) Min 124/12
Vacancy of a Councillor
Following the advertisement of a casual vacancy for the required time period, the Clerk confirmed that no requests had been made to MHDC for an election to be held. The Parish Council have permission to fill the vacancy by co-option. It was noted that previous candidates would be advised of the vacancy and details advertised on parish noticeboards, on the websites and in the Parish Link.
Action: 
The clerk to put notices on the boards, websites and in the Parish Link. Cllrs to contact any previous candidates they feel may be interested.
145/12
Projects Related to the Section 106 Funding

a) Arts:  Despite assurances at the recent meeting with MHDC that the planning application would be fast tracked it was still pending a decision. Adrian Hope has been contracted to remove the dead tree and the work would be undertaken shortly.  
Action:
The Assistant Clerk to pursue the completion of the application
b) 
Cricket Club:  It was understood the Cricket Club was waiting for completion of negotiations between HCHS and the Diocese regarding the lease of the Glebe. Amanda Smith from MHDC has suggested they contact her at their earliest convenience. 

c)  
Parish Council: It was thought that once the Youth project was finalised the Parish Council project could be more easily resolved. The assistant clerk to arrange for three new quotations and would speak to Monster Play regarding the possibility of handling both projects together and the percentage funding they would require upfront to assist with the timeline.

Action:  The Assistant Clerk to continue working on the project
d) 
Youth:  The proposals for the renewal of the lease on the playing field had been received from Halls and were read out by the Chairman and agreed by the Council.  It was noted that the Parish Council were required to meet expenses in relation to the new lease. The assistant clerk to liaise between the relevant parties. 
Cllr Adeney highlighted possible concerns in relation to the work on the Playing Field during the football season. It was agreed to arrange a site meeting of all interested parties to resolve how the work could be undertaken with minimal disruption to the football team. In the absence of a contact with the football team for the use of the field, the Parish Council could meet any costs through section 137 of the 1972 Local Government Act. 
Action:  The Assistant Clerk to continue working on the project and circulate indicative costs when received and arrange a meeting at the site. Disruption costs to be investigated and the clerk to add an item on the next agenda for discussion.
e)  
Liaison with MHDC:  Susan Hughes updated the Council on the meeting held with MHDC. Amanda Smith, MHDC had agreed to meet a proportion of the cost incurred by the delay to the Youth Project as a gesture of goodwill and an additional £500 would be added to the grant. The written grant offer had subsequently been received and it was agreed that the document be signed by the Chairman.
Action:  The Assistant Clerk to arrange a follow up meeting.
146/12
Planning: a) To consider planning applications referred by MHDC for comment:            




12/01277/FUL
Construction of an external fire escape




Hanley Castle School


Members raised no objections to this application.


12/01225/LBC
Refurbishments and alterations to 1st floor SEN dept and construction of a new fire escape to 1ST floor class rooms




Hanley Castle School


Members raised no objections to this application.



12/01321/TEL
Proposed Telefonica UK Base Station


Grass verge at crossroads of Blackmore Park Road and Hanley Road

Members raised the following objections to this application:

“The proposal would be more intrusive than a previous mast application that was refused on the opposite side of the wood circa 4 years ago.
The positioning of the mast and the required boxed equipment at its base would be detrimental to the approach and ‘welcome’ to the villages of Hanley Swan and Hanley Castle.

The application states that the applicant will be removing an existing mast currently situated within the Three Counties Showground. The Chief Executive of the Showground was present as the members discussed the application and he was unaware of any removal and had only been informed of the application on the 18th October.”


12/01243/LBC
Replacement of dormer windows with new timber frames


Severn End Cottage, Hanley Castle



Members raised no objections to this application.


10/00088/FUL
Application for variation of condition 2 for the granted     application.




CZERO, Unit 14 Blackmore Park

Members raised no objections to this application but asked to remind the Malvern Hills District Planning Department of the conditions regarding infrastructure requirements to be put in place that were attached to the building of Blackmore Park Industrial Units that have not yet been fulfilled.



12/01351/HOU
Oak framed conservatory and garden room extension




Chestnuts Farm, Gilberts End
Following due consideration, members raised no objections to this application.

b)  
To Consider under the Scheme of Delegation any Planning Applications received between publication of this agenda and the Meeting: None received.

c) Details of Decision Notices Received to-date:  


12/01102/HOU
Revised plans for replacement of softwood shed with oak framed four-bay garage with storage area above  




2 Villa Cottages, Gilberts End


Approved 15th October 12



12/00848/ADV        Continued display of a fascia sign



                                  Units 15 To 19,190 Poolbrook Road, 



                             Approved 5th October 2012
d)
Possible Enforcement Actions Required:  Members requested confirmation from MHDC that Orchard House and Walnut Lodge had appropriate planning permissions for use as domestic dwellings. 


Action: The clerk to contact the MHDC Enforcement Officer regarding Orchard House and chase for a response on Walnut Lodge.

147/12
Highway Matters

a)  Report & Works for the Lengthsman:  Cllr Taverner advised that the Lengthsman 

was keeping a detailed record of times and problems related to replacing batteries etc for the VAS signs.

the hedge on Cross Hands Corner in Hanley Castle - belonging to Thatch Cottage was reported as requiring cutting back. 

Action:  Cllr Bass to view it to confirm the owner and whether action is required
The hedge previously reported as requiring attention in Winnington Gardens did not belong to number 31.

Action:  Cllr Roberts to visit Winnington Gardens to confirm if action is still required 
b)  Carriageway Surfacing:  Members advised again that the various potholes in Gilberts End, a designated cycle route had yet to be filled. The verges near to Gilberts End Farm were particularly affected by both potholes and loose gravel on the carriageway.

Action:  The clerk to contact Gerry Brienza direct and request repairs to Gilberts End. Cllr Atkinson to advise residents to individually report the potholes to ‘The Hub’.
c) Possible Speed Restrictions, Welland Road: Members noted that there had been no response to the request for additional signage or a 40mph restricted area on the Welland Road to warn of the impending 30mph restrictions.
Action:  The clerk to continue to contact the Highways Department
f)  Speed within the Parish:  An update report on vehicle speeds from Safer Roads Partnership had been circulated to Members prior to the meeting.  WCC had agreed to put the monitoring strips in the village next time the VAS was in situ. Early morning speeding appeared to be the main issue. 

Action:
The Clerk to contact Rod Reynolds in February to request the strips are out in place

148/12  
District & County Councillors Reports
a)  District Cllrs:  Cllr Mike Morgan was welcomed by the Chairman and asked to update the Council on MHDC activities. MHDCllr Morgan advised there was little to report but a meeting was anticipated around 7th November with Wychavon and Worcester City to discuss the SWJDP. He commented on a possible planning proposal at Tunnel Hill in Upton that required the Environmental Agency to change the status of Upton as a flood area in light of the flood prevention barriers now in place. If this 

development did go ahead it could lessen the pressure on Hanley Swan to increase in size.

Cllr Roberts asked whether he was aware of any plans regarding the development of gypsy sites within the district. He advised he wasn’t aware of any official plans but would look into whether there may be an expansion of Malvern Meadows in the long term. 

Action:
Cllr Morgan to confirm if there are plans for expansion of Malvern Meadows 
b)  County Cllr Tom Wells:  The member was not present.
149/12
Report of the:

a) Parish Paths Officer:  It was reported that the 3rd plank on the bridge by the Church in Hanley Castle was rotting away and needed repair. 

Concerns were raised about possible flooding at Tickeridge Farm

The footpath to the Three Counties between the caravan site and the cross roads is being broken up by tree roots. 

Action:
Colin Rowley to report the bridge damage to Tracey Sutton and the Clerk to contact WCC and South Worcestershire Land Drainage
b)  Pond Wardens:  No report submitted 
c)  Playing Field: The Chairman reported the fence rail had been mended along with another rail belonging to the Village Hall. It was agreed that the council would pay the cost of both rails.

A request had been received by Folk Camps to use the field in May 2013. The request was agreed and the offer of a donation of £135 was approved.

 Action:   Cllr Roberts to notify Folk Camps
150/12
Environmental Matters

Cllr Jackie Bass reported on a visit to the area proposed for planting in 2013, the area was full of brambles and nettles and would not be easy to mow. Additional work may be required to clear the verge area. It was agreed that another meeting would be held involving Cllr Harcombe as further advice is required. 
Action:  Cllr Bass to arrange a meeting with those involved and the Clerk to contact CCllr Tom Wells to ask about possible funding of clearance work.
Hill View Stables Light Leakage: Members had noted that flood lighting was clearly evident from Hill View Stables. It was agreed that the clerk should contact enforcement regarding the light leakage emitting from Hill View Stables and to ensure if relevant planning permission had been obtain.

Action:
The clerk to contact MHDC

151/12
Revised Standing Orders

a)  The previously circulated Standing Orders were discussed and approved with suggested amendments by the Chairman. It was also agreed that a media policy would be formulated and adopted at the next meeting (SO 27a) .
Action:
Susan Hughes to make amendments and email to Clerk for filing. The Clerk to look at a sample of media policies for recommendation.
152/12 
Finance:   a) Payment & Receipt of Accounts:  Members approved the payments and receipt of accounts as in the presented schedule (attached).  
b)  Quarterly Report – The Quarterly Report was distributed and approved.

c)  To consider an Application for Discretionary Rate Relief for Messrs R A Phipps.
The chairman, having declared a Disclosable Interest left the room.  The vice chairman chaired the meeting for this one item.

Members unanimously supported this application for Rural Rate Relief under category B.
Action:  
The clerk to advise MHDC

Cllr Sue Roberts returned to the room and the chair.

153/12 Topics Raised by Councillors, Committees and Parishioners

a) Gritbins:  Members noted that WCC had sent out new guidance on winter weather procedures and applications for gritbins. It was agreed that gritbins were not required and the clerk would be contacted in the case of any winter weather emergencies that needed to be reported.  

154/12
Items for Future Agendas

a) Use of section 137 monies for cost of disruption to football team

b) Environmental Group:  Ideas from the group for the verge.
155/12
Date of Next Scheduled Meetings:
22nd November 2012

The meeting closed at 9.12 pm 

          Signed   ………………………………   Date: 22nd November 2012

                       


                               Chairman
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