
LEIGH AND BRANSFORD PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of Leigh and Bransford Parish Council held at Leigh and Bransford Memorial Hall at 7.30pm on Tuesday 25th September 2012. 

Present:           
Mr J Sharp (chairman)


Mrs M Cooke (part meeting)



Mr R Husband



Mr M Gloster



Mr B Porter



Mr B Tasker


2 members of the public





Mr A Warburton (part meeting)

             
1.    WELCOME AND APOLOGIES

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting. Apologies were received from Mr G Jones, Mr S 
Seymour, Mr M Gloster, Mr C Smith & Mr D Hughes.


2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND CHANGES TO THE REGISTER OF INTERESTS
There were no declarations of interest or changes to the register of interests.

3. OPEN FORUM – Not required
4.
TO RECEIVE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETINGS HELD ON 24th JULY 2012 

Having previously been circulated, the minutes of the parish council meeting were confirmed and 
signed by the Chairman. 

5.
TO RECEIVE THE REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES OF OTHER BODIES
a) Worcestershire County Council 

Mr Smith had submitted a written report, as follows:
· The campaign to reinstate free bus travel for pupils going to The Chase is gaining momentum and a petition is available at The Oak and at the shop in Leigh Sinton.

· The footways at Hop Pole Green are being inspected this week and work should commence soon.

b) Malvern Hills District Council 
Postponed until later in the meeting.
6.
PLANNING
a) Minutes of the planning committee meeting held on 28th August 2012.
Having previously been circulated, the minutes were accepted and signed.

b) Planning applications received.

	L&B ref  
	MHDC ref
	Application Details
	Location 
	PC Response
	Summary of reasoning

	568

	12/01240/FUL
	Erection of 58 dwelling houses and public open space
	North site phase 7
Leigh Sinton Road

Malvern, Worcs
	No objection
	n/a

	569
	12/01130/LBC
	Proposed alterations to existing building
	Hopton Court
Hopton Lane

Alfrick, Worcs

WR6 5HP


	No objection
	n/a

	570
	12/01131/HOU
	Proposed greenhouse
	Hopton Court

Hopton Lane

Alfrick, Worcs

WR6 5HP
	No objection
	n/a

	571
	12/01132/LBC
	Proposed greenhouse
	Hopton Court

Hopton Lane

Alfrick, Worcs

WR6 5HP
	No objection
	n/a

	572
	12/01100/CPU
	Certificate of lawfulness for proposed garage
	Albion Cottage

Smith End Green

Leigh Sinton

WR13 5DG
	No objection
	n/a

	573
	12/00562/FUL
	Rural exception site proposal for 10 new homes (RSL)

(Amended plans)
	Bank House Bowling Club

Bransford

WR6 5JD
	No objection
	Amendments noted. 
n/a


c) To receive updates on matters arising in previous planning minutes - none 
d) Planning decisions received from MHDC.
12/00882/FUL

The Old Cider House, Chapel Lane – Erection of Shed

Approved

12/01002/HOU

The Oast House, Stocks Lane – Fuel storage tank

Approved

12/00776/FUL

Land at Ashfields – Retention of structure for light aircraft
Refused

e) Neighbourhood Planning Group update.
Mrs Cooke provided an update on the latest meeting of the group, which had been attended by 8 members (with 3 apologies). The next meeting is to be held on 8th October when the steering group will be formalised.

The chairman referred to a CALC meeting he had recently attended where the option of reverting to a Community Plan had been discussed, noting that Alfrick were now considering taking this route. 

The merits of producing a Neighbourhood Development Plan as opposed to Community Development Plan were debated at length. The chairman expressed concern regarding the time and cost involved in the production of a Neighbourhood Plan in relation to its benefit to the parish. Mrs Cooke expressed the view that a Community Plan would have ‘no teeth’ and that making a decision at the November meeting on whether or not to proceed with the plan did not allow enough time to consider the matter fully.
The matter was carried forward to the next parish council meeting for further discussion.

Mrs Cooke left the meeting at this point.
7.
TO RECEIVE UPDATES ON MATTERS ARISING IN PREVIOUS MINUTES


a) Highways Matters


1. School Warning signs – no update

2. Footway works - Hop Pole Green, Leigh – covered in item 5a
·         3. Dingle Lane - drainage problem & potholes – Each pothole is being reported and dealt with individually. Drainage is still a problem.

·         
4. Carriageway repairs – The Engine House, Leigh –. The repairs have been completed.

5. Cars parked on verges – Bransford – Occasional parking on the verge is still taking place but it is no longer causing any particular problems.


6. Bransford roundabout – white stop line – The clerk has been contact with highways regarding 
the positioning of the stop line. No action has yet been taken – the clerk to follow up with Mr 
Brienza.


 


7. Potholes & Flooding – Sherridge Road. – The MHDC land drainage officer has requested that 
the landowner take action to clear the ditches along Sherridge Road. Since the deadline for the 
work to be completed has now passed, he has referred the matter to the MHDC legal team for 
enforcement.


WCC Highways have agreed to consider installing grips to help drain water away from the road 
surface and into the watercourse once the ditch clearance work has been completed.


8. Overgrown Hedge – Bank House – The clerk was requested to write to the new owner of The 
Bank House, requesting that the hedge be cut back as soon as possible. Contact details to be 
obtained from Mr Gloster, who has been dealing with the matter.


b) Play Corner – Kiln Lane – An architect has been looking at the site and further details 
will be provided at the next planning meeting.


c) Jubilee Garden – Mr Husband and Mr Jones have looked at the various possible plans 
provided by Pershore College students and have chosen a preferred basic design. Mr Husband, 
Mr Jones and Mr Sharp to report back to the next meeting.
.

d) Bransford Flooding – During the last major flooding, the chairman had been told that work to 
prevent a recurrence would take place in August/September, which has not yet started. The clerk to 
write to the MHDC drainage officer saying that the work needs to be carried out as soon as possible.

Mr Porter noted that the area around Croft House has flooded regularly, though had not done so in the 
recent rains as the Lengthsman has carried out a lot of clearance work. He was concerned however that 
the head wall of the ditch is now broken. The chairman requested that the area be monitored.
Anthony Warburton arrived at this point and the agenda was paused for the Malvern Hills District Councillors report (item 5b) to take place.
Mr Warburton gave a short report, providing an update on the SWDP and reiterating Mr Smith’s concern regarding local children being required to pay to use The Chase school bus. 

The issue of rubbish collection and the possible move to wheelie bins and two-weekly collections was discussed, with Mr Warburton expressing the view that it would be a retrograde step.
The chairman thanked Mr Warburton for attending and he left at 8.45pm.


e) Play area and lay-by development – Leigh Sinton Primary School
- No update.

f) Completion of agreed works at Bank House site - The clerk was requested to contact the MHDC 
planning enforcement officer for an update.

g) Dog mess – Suckley rd

The matter has been reported via the hub. No action yet taken.

h) Dogs roaming in Bransford 

No update.


.

i) ROSPA report on Bransford play area


Minor repairs required to the play area are being organised by Mr Seymour.


j) Possible disposal of adopted phone boxes


The clerk to investigate possible disposal.

k) Overhanging vegetation – Hereford Road, Leigh Sinton


The clerk had written to the owners of properties on Hereford Road where vegetation is overhanging the 
footway. Mr Porter noted that there is a similar problem at New House Farm and the clerk was requested 
to write to Mr Tooby requesting it be dealt with.

.

 8.
TO CONSIDER PARISH COUNCIL CO-OPTIONS

An application for co-option had been received from Ms Cherry Hall. It was agreed unanimously that 
Ms Hall be invited to join the parish council at the next full meeting, in November and the clerk was 
asked to forward all necessary information and documentation to Ms Hall prior to the meeting. 


It was agreed also that the remaining vacancy be re-advertised on the village notice boards.

9.
TO DISCUSS ROAD WORKS ON THE A4103


It was noted that traffic lights were operating at the road works on the A4103 over the course of the 
Bank Holiday weekend, despite no work being undertaken. They were also operational during the 
following week when there was only work being carried out on two days. It was noted that an accident 
had happened during this period and the view was expressed that it probably wouldn’t have happened if 
the lights were not there.


It was agreed that pressure should be put upon the county council to ensure that work is carried out 
efficiently and traffic lights removed as soon as possible. The view was expressed that part of the 
problem is that WCC are not co-ordinating road works in the area leading to heightened congestion in 
the area. 

The clerk was requested to write to Mr Sharp (WCC Highways) regarding the lack of co-ordination with 
regard to road works and road closures. Also, regarding the lack of management of Severn Trent and its 
contractors in terms of jobs being finished efficiently and lights removed as quickly as possible.

 10.
FINANCE

a) Accounts and received - none

b) Accounts passed for payment


Clement Keys 


Audit fee 2011/12


£162.00


P A Gardiner


grass cutting



£35.00


BGS



Lengthsman – August


£120.00


Memorial Hall


Hall hire May – August 

£68.00


J Barker


clerk – September


£604.92

11. 
TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES & WORKING GROUPS

a. Affordable Housing Group 
- No update

b. Footpath working – No update

c. Memorial Hall – No update

d. Community Resilience Working Group – No update, but the Chairman to supply the clerk with 
a copy of the plan.

e. Community Payback – No update

f. VAS Working Group – The camera is now being moved to a new location every two weeks rather 
than monthly. The following are the figures obtained to date:

Dingle Road




Ednoll Cottages


03/09/12

1380


18/09/12

1305


11/09/12

1793


26/09/12

1735

Total


3173





3040

g. Oil Buying Group – A meeting of the three parishes has now taken place and it is estimated that in 
excess of 100,000 litres of fuel will be required.

MHDC are also formalising a scheme to cover LPG gas which they will be publicising in due course.
12.
COUNCILLORS REPORTS

It was noted that the correspondence has been received confirming the following:

· Grant Thornton have been confirmed as external auditor for the year 2012/13 
· The Planning Inspectorate appeal hearing relating to Dragons Orchard, Hereford Road (APP/J1860/C/12/2178855 and APP/J1860/C/12/2178856) will take place at 10.00am on 24th October at The Council Chamber, The Council House, Malvern.

13.
DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 


The next Planning Committee meeting will be held on Tuesday 23rd October and the next Parish Council meeting on Tuesday 27th November, both 7.30pm at The Memorial Hall.


Chairman.............................................

Date..................................................

334

