West Malvern Parish Council
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 

Monday 12th November 2012 in the Fisher Hall at 7.30pm.
Present
Cllrs. Mr W Shearer (Chairman), Mr S Allison, Mrs J Burford, Mrs E Harnden, Mr A Turner.
In Attendance
County Cllr Mrs B Nielson; District Cllrs. Prof. J Raine & Mr J Roskams; Mr Chris Rouse (Malvern Hills Conservators) and one member of the public.
132/12 Apologies
To consider acceptance of apologies for absence from Councillors: Cllrs Mr L Unsworth & Mrs JM Roberts (accepted).

133/12 Interests
i. Councillors Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests and Other Disclosable Interests regarding items on the agenda. 

ii. Notification of changes to the register of interests.

iii. To consider written requests from councillors for the council to grant a dispensation for those with Disclosable Interests to take part in discussions or voting.  (Written requests to be with the clerk at least 4 clear days prior to a meeting.)
a. Cllr. Turner Re. Agenda Item 6 (to take part in discussions): It was agreed to grant Cllr Turner a dispensation on participating in discussions on any planning application regarding the Lamb Inn up until the next ordinary election.
134/12 Reports from other representatives
To receive reports from County and District Councillors and Malvern Hills Conservators: 
County Cllr Beverley Nielson confirmed that the decision by WCC to contract the running of the Outdoor Education Centre to Acorn Adventure had been called in and she hoped that all other options would be considered including the possibility of a community bid.
District Cllr. John Raine reported that discussions were ongoing with regards to the planning application of the Lamb Inn and he did not expect the application to be at committee before December.  He hoped to be able to view the interior of the property before the planning meeting.  He also mentioned the MHDC meeting on Tuesday where the SWDP would be discussed.
Chris Rouse (Malvern Hills Conservators) confirmed the appointment of Mrs Helen Stace as the new Chair of the Conservators.  He was also concerned over the number of incidents of sheep worrying on the hills.  
135/12 Minutes
To consider for adoption the minutes of the last Parish Council meeting:  The minutes of the meeting held on 8th October were unanimously approved and signed by the Chairman.

136/12 Progress Reports and other matters arising from the minutes

i. Village Hall: The Clerk reported on a meeting he had attended with Cllr. Roberts, Jenny Close & Chantel Crawford with the Archdeacon and Diocesan Registrar to discuss the future of the village hall freehold.  Firstly the diocese had agreed to grant a further lease to the village hall committee of 10 years.  Secondly the diocese expressed their wish to relinquish all their interest in the building.  Initially they were to investigate whether the Social Club building fell within their ownership. 
ii. Gas Lamps: The Chairman, Cllr Harnden and Clerk were to make a night time inspection of the lamps and report faults to Brian Harper.   
137/12 Planning
The following applications were considered:
	Application No
	From
	Details

	12/01105/FUL
	Mr Peter Styles

The Lamb Inn  

87 West Malvern Road
	Proposed construction of 2 two bedroom dwellings 

	12/01293/HOU
	Mr T Lee

The Hermitage, Westminster Bank
	Erection of bedroom and ensuite to first floor over existing single storey extension.

	12/01384/HOU
	Ms Dena Falk

98 West Malvern Road
	Raised decking area (Retrospective)


12/01105/FUL – The new information presented did not affect the Parish Council's original decision of recommending refusal:  ‘The building over the pub garden represents an unacceptable loss of amenity.  Vehicle parking is insufficient and there are concerns regarding the development overlooking neighbouring properties.’

12/01293/HOU – Recommend Approval.

12/01384/HOU – Recommend Approval.
138/12 Playing Fields
The Clerk confirmed that the new swing seats had been installed and he was to inspect the seat in the multiplay unit.

MHDC had approved a grant for a replacement see saw.  This had already been installed, thanks to a grant from County Cllr Nielson.  It was hoped that the grant could be used to purchase other equipment to replace another broken item. 

139/12
 Allotments & Community Woodland
The Chairman and Cllr Harnden had attended the allotment association AGM and reported their recommendations.  The association did not consider it necessary to enlarge the size of marker posts nor for the parish council to maintain the paths, which would have resulted in a 100%

increase in rents.  The Clerk was to stress the importance of path maintenance when invoices were distributed in December.  The association had welcomed the offer for the Chairman and Clerk to undertake inspections in future.

Plot rents were to be considered at the next meeting. 

Further clearance of the woodland had been performed and it was hoped to burn the cuttings soon.  The commemorative oak could then be planted during the winter.
140/12 Highways & Footpaths
Croft Bank was currently closed to fix the spring which had emerged from the middle of the road.  The lengthman had cleared some of the gutter on Park Road but this had had little effect on the water flowing across the road.  The Clerk confirmed that the 'letter box' gully on Lamb Bank was clear but would be incapable of dealing with a large and persistent flow of water.

141/12 Finance
To consider payment of invoices presented: The following payments were approved:
	From/Due to
	Date
	Amount
	Details

	J Moore
	16/10
	£118.00
	Lengthman Fees (Oct) 

	SF Creamer
	31/10
	£40.00
	Bus Shelter Cleaning (Oct)

	British Gas
	05/10
	£674.04
	Gas Charges (Lighting)

	Goodwins
	11/10
	£9.98
	Strimmer Blades

	Mant Leisure
	30/10
	£86.35
	Swing Seats

	West Malvern Village Hall
	05/10
	£36.00
	Hall Hire

	DA Sharp
	12/11
	£313.28
	Clerk’s Fees Oct (£391.48 gross SP25)

	
	TOTAL
	£1277.65
	
	


After these payments are made bank balances will be as follows:

	Savings Account B/F
	£4,458.83
	
	Community Account B/F
	£11,876.13

	
	
	
	WCC Lengthman (Sep)
	£118.00

	
	
	
	Regent College (Jubilee Mugs)
	£270.00

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	November Payments
	(£1277.65)

	Savings Account C/F
	£4,458.83
	
	Community Account C/F
	£10,986.48


It was agreed that Cllr Turner be added to the bank mandate to sign cheques.
142/12 Correspondence
To consider the following correspondence previously circulated: 
Circulated 20/10
	FROM
	*email
	SUBJECT

	Community First
	
	Newsline

	MHDC 
	*
	Tenancy Strategy - Public Consultation

	MHDC
	*
	Housing Training 

	WCC
	*
	Minerals Local Plan

	WCC
	*
	Parish Conference (31st Oct)

	MHDC
	*
	Bulk LPG Deal

	MHDC
	*
	Parish Newsletter


143/12
 Councillors’ items for Report
To report information and raise items for future consideration:  The Clerk confirmed that there was a Calc training session at Welland dealing with the new Code of Conduct and that all councillors were welcome to attend.

It was confirmed that councillor surgeries at the Regents shop would cease from now on.
144/12 Next Meeting
The date of the next Parish Council Meeting was confirmed as Monday 10th December 2012 at 7.30pm in the Fisher Hall.
There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.00 pm.
