STONE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held 
on Tuesday  14th  May 2013
at the Parish Room, Stone

	Present:
	Cllrs. J Arbuthnott, Mrs D Bird,  R F Hobson, Mrs E C Hyde,  G Higgs,  M Gough,
J A Jordan, and Mrs J Siviter.



	In attendance:
	Ms S P Bamford (Clerk)
W Waldron -  Lengthsman

CSO Kate Easthope


1.
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN:
On the proposal of Cllr.J.Jordan, seconded Cllr.Mrs D Bird.

RESOLVED that Cllr J Arbuthnott be elected Chairman of the Council for the ensuing year.

Cllr. Arbuthnott signed a Declaration of Acceptance of Office and took the Chair.  
2.
APOLOGIES :     Apologies were received from Cllr. R Wignall.   The reason for absence was approved.
3.     APPOINTMENTS:

a) Appointment of Vice Chairman.    .

                     RESOLVED that Cllr. J A Jordan be appointed Vice Chairman for the ensuing year.

b) Representatives to CALC:   Cllrs. J Jordan and R  Hobson

c) Representatives to Planning Committee:   All Council Members.    
For minor applications a planning committee of 3 members including the Chairman, would make a decision.
d) Community Housing Representative:  Cllr. M Gough
e) Finance Committee:  Cllrs. J Jordan, R Wignall and Mrs D. Bird.

f) Staffing Committee:  Cllrs Higgs, J A Jordan and Mrs E Hyde

g) Stone Parochial Charity Representative:  Cllr. R Hobson.

h) Police Liaison Officer – Cllr. Mrs J Siviter.

4.     MINUTES:
        The Minutes of the Meeting held on the 12th March 2013 were approved and signed as a correct                          record.
5.    DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:    Cllr. Mrs J Siviter expressed an interest in Item 10B (i)
6.
Progress Reports:


(a) Lengthsman’s Report
Podmore Lane – clear soil from middle of road

Back Lane – clear soil from middle of road

Butts Lane/Stanklyn Lane – clear snow from footways.

Heath Lane – clear soil and leaves from side of carriageway.  Clear gully tops and cut vegetation obscuring signs.

A450 Shenstone – side out footway.

To note that the funding for the year 2013/2014 will be £2,234.78.

Lengthsman’s Contract
               RESOLVED to be renewed for the year 2013/2014.

               Thanks were given to Bill Waldron for his continued hard work and assistance with changing the 
batteries on the VAS.


(b )  Police Report 


Reports have been circulated.  CSO Kate Easthope was in attendance and give a report on current 
Police affairs.

7.           Items requiring decisions:

a.     Insurance Renewal

    A quotation has been received from Aviva in the sum of £310.28 compared with £289.24         last year.

    RESOLVED quotation be accepted.

b.        Annual Parish Meeting
    The Council noted the draft Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting.

    RESOLVED no action to be taken.

c.      Worcestershire CALC
            The renewal subscription for 2013/2014 is £225.83

             RESOLVED t o continue membership

d.          Alternative delivery mechanisms for parish services.
             The Council discussed the proposals but decided not appropriate to Stone Parish Council.
8.     
Items for information:


a.
Churchyard Grant


The Council noted that payment has been received in the sum of £555.  This 

               will reduce by 25% over the next two years and cease in 2016.

              b.            Polling Station


Cllr. James Arbuthnott has attended a meeting with Cllrs. Stephen Williams and John         
Campion.  It has been agreed that we can use the Parish Room as a Polling station for  
any Parish Council Elections.   Other Elections to remain at Chaddesley Corbett.
            c.             Vehicle Activated Sign


Cllr J Jordan gave a progress report.   A discussion was held regarding funding of the new 

B end Activated Sign.
                            AGREED an application be made to Cllr S Clee for funding of £1200

d.         Bend Activated Sign
             Awaiting delivery.

e.         Jubilee Bench
            This is now in place in the churchyard.    The Council thanked Cllr. M Gough for all his       
 work in the placement of the bench.
f.          Council Tax

             A brief report was given.
g.          Refurbishment of Bus Shelters
             Work has been carried out by Community Payback Scheme.  The Council commented on 
the excellent work undertaken.
             AGREED letter of thanks to be sent.

h.
Mayor Making Ceremony
              An Invitation to attend  has been received.

              AGREED Cllr. Higgs to attend.

i.
Community Housing
               The Council noted the report received from Tim Powell.     Information to be circulated.

     9.
Financial Report and Payment of Accounts.


 (a)         Bank balance:                                        
   £7,769.22
(b)         Accounts for payment:

              RESOLVED that the following accounts be paid:
              S P Bamford – March
£295.70

              W Waldron – February
£168.75

              S P Bamford –April
£300.98

              HMRC
£9.20


              S P Bamford – Expenses
£250.39

      
       W Waldron –March
£181.25


   Amalgo (Materials)
£78.20


              W Waldron – April
£193.75


    P Phillips (Internal Auditor)
£60.00 


     Total Cheques:
£1,538.22

          (c )      Audit of Accounts 2012 – 2013
                     The Council noted that the Internal Auditor has not raised any matters relating to the 

accounts for the year 2012 -2013 and that it could, therefore, proceed with the requisite Statement of Assurance concerning the accounts and to countersign the documents.

                      RESOLVED that:-

(i) The accounts shown in the Council’s Book of accounts are approved.

(ii)  The Statement of Assurance is completed to show an affirmative answer to  all eight statements included therein, and the completed Annual Report is signed and forwarded to the external Auditor.
10.
Planning and Development Control:

a.
To note any decisions on applications previously considered:   None
             b.
 To consider any new applications received by the date of the meeting:

                              (1) 13/0219/FULL – Proposed rear kitchen and breakfast room extension at  

                              4 Worcester Road, Mustow Green. – No objections.
                             (2) 13/0232/FULL – Front, side and rear extension to dwelling and removal of existing garage at Spring House, Shenstone – No objections.
c.   Applications previously considered:


13/0155/FULL – Proposed children’s play area at Hare & 
Hounds, Worcester Road, Shenstone – No Objections
d. 
Any compliance or enforcement issues -  None
11.         District and County Council Matters and CALC
              A report was given on the recent CALC meeting.

                    .
12.         Road Accident Report – no accidents reported.
13.         Clerk’s Report – No report
14.       Councillor’s Reports and items for future agendas.

      (a)   The Council commented on the new step and internal redecoration at the Parish Rooms.        Letter of thanks to be sent to the Parochial Charity.
       (b)    A brief report was given on the Stone Parochial Charity meeting.

15.        Next Meeting – 7.30 pm on Tuesday 9th July 2013 at the Parish Rooms.
              There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.20 pm
Signed………………………………..
Chairman

9th July 2013
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