
Defford and Besford Parish Council

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting

of Tuesday 20th November 2012
at Defford Village Hall
Present: 
Cllr Robert Bemand (Chair), Sonja Lee (arrived at 8.10pm), Hazel Wakefield and Roy Shepherd.  
Also present:
Jo Adams, Clerk; Michael Pegg, VHMC; 5 members of the public.
1. Apologies and Declarations of Interest 

Apologies had been received from Cllrs Clive Woods, Ian Spiers, Patricia Steel and Ron Davis. Apologies for late arrival had been received from Cllr Lee. Cllrs Wakefield, Shepherd and Lee each declared an Other Disclosable Interest in item 9. 

2. Minutes of the meeting held on 18th September 2012 to be confirmed and signed

It was resolved that the minutes of the meeting of the 18th September 2012 should be accepted and signed as a true record. 
3. Matters arising 

The Council agreed to send a thank you letter to County Cllr Adrian Hardman for funding a Parish grit bin at the junction of Upper Street, Harpley Road and Crown Lane. However there was a certain amount of surprise at the sudden appearance of two County Council grit bins along Harpley Road (one placed next to the new Parish grit bin)  following the declaration from Highways that they no longer placed their own grit bins on gritting routes. 
4. Planning 

(a) New applications

The following planning application had been received  and had been circulated around members of the Planning Committee. 

W/12/01915/PP: 25 Besford Court Estate, Besford
Proposal: Single storey side extension 

Planning Committee: No objection

W/12/01983/PP: 26 Hill View, Defford
Proposal: First floor extension
Planning Committee: No objection
W/12/000051/CM: Land at Defford

Proposal: Development of the existing open window composting facility including an extended site area, increased throughput and extension of opening hours

Planning Committee: No objection

W/12/02324/PP: Heatherton, Upper Street, Defford

Proposal: Two storey rear & single storey front extension


W/12/02346/PP: Panfield House, Rebecca Rd, Besford

Proposal: Two storey side extension, new roof and loft conversion


(b) Wychavon District Council decisions 

W/12/001152/RM: Santa Marta, Upper Street, Defford

Permitted

W/12/01983/PP: 26 Hill View, Defford



Permitted

5. To consider a new name for a road in Woodmancote

The Council received a request from Worcestershire County Council regarding a small stretch of road in Woodmancote. Both Wychavon’s and Worcestershire County Council’s streets system have this listed as “Defford Chip Dump”. The County Council felt that this was not a suitable street name and requested that the Council consult with the residents of this area to confirm a new street name. Various suggestions were put forward by residents but the name that was most frequently suggested was ‘The Old Road’. The Council agreed to put this forward to the County Council. 

6. To discuss an additional grass cut

The grass-cutting contractor has advised that he has completed all of the scheduled cuts for the year but that the grass in the churchyards and on the Millennium Green would benefit from one more cut to keep it tidy over the winter. As this would add to an overspend in the grass-cutting budget the Council decided that it would not invest in an additional cut.
7. To discuss the Council’s application for the Rural Community Broadband fund   

The Council’s Expression of Interest to Defra has been accepted and the Council has now been invited to submit a full application for funding, so that infrastructure can be laid for superfast broadband to areas of the parish. A meeting has been scheduled and Cllr Bemand agreed to attend on behalf of the Council.
8. To consider results of the Parish Plan

Certain aspects of the Parish Plan were presented to allow the Council to budget for them through the precept if necessary. It showed that parishioners were keen for additional dog waste bins, with bus shelters, additional streetlighting and play equipment also being desired in approximately equal measure. Traffic appeared to be a concern to many residents. The full results of the plan would be published in due course. Cllr Bemand proposed a vote of thanks to Cllr Lee and the Steering Group for their work on the plan. 
9. To further discuss a donation towards lighting on the path between the Car Park and the Village Hall

Michael Pegg of the VHMC explained to the Council during Public Questions that the solar light has not performed as hoped and the need for illumination on the path is even more urgent during the winter evenings. He said that any donation towards the light would not allow the loans made by some Councillors, among others, to be paid early as the terms of the loans meant that no capital spend was permitted until the loans were repaid. However, due to the interests declared by Cllrs Wakefield, Lee and Shepherd, the Council was subsequently inquorate for any decision on the matter, so the Council decided to defer the matter to an Extraordinary Council meeting to be held in the near future. 
10. Finance

(a) To approve any payments due 


The following invoices totalling £861.35 were approved for payment: LA Garden Services, grasscutting and maintenance to benches; New Farm Grounds Maintenance, Lengthsman work; Defford Village Hall, hall hire 20/11/2012; Npower, streetlighting. 
(b) To consider a quotation for storage of documents 

The Council decided to accept a quotation for a one-off cost of £50 from Thomson & Bancks to store the deeds to the car park. 
(c) To consider the quarterly budget monitor

The Council noted the quarterly budget monitor which showed that 73% of the year’s precept had been spent to date. 

(d) To consider granting a dispensation up until the next ordinary election to all parish councillors who live within the parish to enable them to participate in any discussion or vote on any matter concerning the setting of the council’s budget and annual precept
The Council agreed that dispensations should be granted. 

(e) To set the precept for 2013/14 

Information was presented that showed that the charge per band D property in Defford and Besford Parish was lower than almost all neighbouring parishes and amounted to £20.46 per year (approximately 39p per week). Cllr Lee proposed a 5% increase to put towards the purchase of dog waste bins. Cllr Shepherd proposed that the precept remain at the same value as in the previous year. His proposal was seconded by Cllr Wakefield. There being no seconder for Cllr Lee’s proposal, it was agreed not to increase the precept for the year 2013/14. 
11. Councillors reports  

(a)  County Councillor A Hardman

Cllr Hardman was not present.
(b)  District Councillor R Davis

Cllr Davis was not present. His written report, circulated to Councillors, reported that The Health Well Being Board was operating very well in shadow form as was the Stakeholder Review Board with upcoming meetings planned, and the Police Crime Panel would become live next April. The SWDP was facing potential problems with MHDC due to decide whether they would continue with the plan or pull out altogether. The District Council were working on their budget for 2013/14 with current funds at £37.2M. 
(c)  Parish Councillors

i. Cllr Bemand confirmed that he had arranged a meeting with Richard Clements regarding the Besford Church wall. 

ii. Cllr Sonja reported that little progress had been made in finding a co-ordinator for an oil bulk-buying group for Defford & Besford.  

12. Correspondence and matters to be raised for next agenda 

The following correspondence had been received: 

· Notice from Wychavon of a briefing on the Significant Changes to the SWDP 
· Information on the Winter Maintenance Service from the County Council

· Details of the usage of the 381 bus service from Pershore Town Council 

13. To confirm date of the next meeting 

The date of the Extraordinary Council meeting was confirmed as Monday 26th November at the Church Room, Defford. The date of the next  Ordinary Council meeting was confirmed as Tuesday 22nd January at Defford Village Hall. 

The meeting was closed at 10.10pm. 

Public Questions
i. A parishioner asked what a dispensation was. It was explained that a dispensation is a permission that a Councillor could request if he or she wished to participate in a discussion that they had declared an interest in. The Council could decided whether to grant the dispensation depending on the individual circumstances, although there were some interests for which a dispensation could not be granted in law. The dispensation on the agenda was to allow the Councillors to set the precept under the new legislation.

ii. A parishioner asked if there was any update on the proposed developments at Upper Street and on the land next to the Village Hall but it was confirmed that there was not. 
iii. A parishioner asked if reflectors could be placed at the entrance of Crown Lane and Harpley Road where those roads meet the A4104, as it was difficult to see the entrances to the roads in the dark.  
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