HANLEY CASTLE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on Thursday, 22nd November 2012 at 7.00pm in Hanley Swan Village Hall.

Present:  
Councillors:
Sue Roberts (Chairman)  Tony Atkinson  Jackie Bass  

John Taverner  Wendy Roberts-Powell 
Sue Adeney

In Attendance:  
Mrs Rebecca Abunassar (Clerk) Colin Rowley (PPW)
156/12  
Apologies: DCllr Mike Morgan 
157/12   Welcome:  The chairman welcomed Colin Rowley and congratulated him on his official appointment as Parish Path Warden. 
158/12  
Declarations of Interest
a) Register of Interests: Councillors were reminded of the need to update their register of interests. 

b) To declare any Disclosable Pecuniary Interests in items on the agenda and their nature: None were declared. 
c) To declare any Other Disclosable Interests in items on the agenda and their nature. 

159/12
To Consider Written Requests from Councillors for the Council to Grant a Dispensation (S33 of the Localism Act 2011):   Cllr Sue Adeney had submitted a written request for a Dispensation to be allowed to both speak and vote on planning matters involving the CPG and alternative SWDP due to an interest in two possible sites. She requested that the dispensation be valid until March 2013. It was proposed, seconded and agreed to grant the dispensation until March 2013. It was agreed all Councillors would submit written requests for a dispensation to discuss and vote on the precept by 13th January 2013.  
Closure of the meeting to allow the public present to speak on any matters relating to Hanley Castle Parish.   No matters were raised.
160/12
To Receive the Report of the Local Police Officers 
The Police Crime report for last month detailed: 1 RTC Damage Only, 1 Theft Other. 



Action: Clerk to ask for the non emergency police phone number provided within the report to be put in the Parish Link. 
161/12
Minutes 
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 18th October 2012 having been previously circulated were approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record. 
162/12
Matters Arising & Progress Reports not Listed elsewhere on the Agenda

a)  Min 104a:  Noticeboard adjacent to the Former Hanley Castle Post Office:  Members requested confirmation from MHDC that no planning permission was required for the siting of the board within the Conservation Area:  Susan Hughes to chase for an urgent response.

          Action: 
Assistant Clerk to contact MHDC


b) Min 124/12
Vacancy of a Councillor
Notices for the Vacancy of a Councillor were placed on parish notice boards, on the website and in the Parish Link. No candidates have applied.
        Action: 
The vacancy will continue to be advertised. 
163/12
Projects Related to the Section 106 Funding

a) Arts:  A letter of confirmation of their agreement with the siting of the bench had been received from Nexus. A copy lease was still awaited but it was anticipated the project would soon be able to proceed.  


Action:
The Assistant Clerk to pursue the completion of the         application

b) Cricket Club:  The Cricket Club would look to progress the project in the New Year and would contact Amanda Smith regarding possible funding solutions. 

c)  Parish Council: Discussions with Monster Play unfortunately determined that they had previously under quoted for the play area project and would be unable to uphold the quotation, Urban Recreation were now the cheapest supplier.  


   Action:  The Assistant Clerk to continue working on the project
d) Youth:  Cllr Adeney updated the Parish Council on the site meeting held with Monster Play and Graham Holmes. It was a very encouraging meeting and it was anticipated that the work could be undertaken with minimal disruption to the car park and football team. Disruption costs were no longer thought to be required. A letter from Halls was expected to be received shortly and hoped to be sufficient for MHDC queries.   

    Action:  The Assistant Clerk to continue working on the project.
164/12
Planning: a) To consider planning applications referred by MHDC for comment:            


12/01439/ELE
To add a third wire to an approximately 250 metre section of existing 11,000 volt (High-Voltage), 2-Wire Overhead, Wood-Pole supported line. To divert an existing 80 metre (Approximate) section of existing 2-Wire line and add a third wire. 




   Land At (OS 819 422) Gilberts End


Members noted it was ongoing improvements and asked that their request to move the lines over the Village Green be put forward to the company.

b)  To Consider under the Scheme of Delegation any Planning Applications received between publication of this agenda and the Meeting:

        12/01354/FUL
Barn Conversion to provide 3 holiday lets and 1 live/work residential unit.



Severn End, Hanley Castle


       12/01355/LBC
Barn Conversion to provide 3 holiday lets and 1 live/work residential unit.



Severn End, Hanley Castle


        Members discussed the proposals in detail and raised no objections.
c) Details of Decision Notices Received to-date:  


12/01171/HOU       Proposed single storey and two storey extensions




2 Longcroft, Quay Lane




Approved 22nd October 2012



12/01225/LBC
Refurbishments and alterations to 1st floor SEN dept and construction of a new fire escape to 1ST floor class rooms




Hanley Castle School



Approved 1st November 2012 


12/00448/FUL         Replacement bungalow with detached garage 



Avenue Riding Centre, Hanley Road



Approved 5th November 2012


12/01243/LBC
Replacement of dormer windows with new timber frames


Severn End Cottage, Hanley Castle



                             Approved 8th November 2012



12/01337/S73
Application for variation of condition 2 for the granted     application.




CZERO, Unit 14 Blackmore Park



                              Approved 8th November 2012


12/01211/FUL         A Stone sculpture taking the form of two seats.
                                            Adjacent to Swan Pool, Coverfield, Hanley Swan



                             Approved 8th November 2012
              12/01321/TEL
Proposed Telefonica & Vodafone Base Station


Grass Verge at the Crossroads of Blackmore Park Rd & Hanley Rd.



Refused 19th November 2012
d) Possible Enforcement Actions Required: 
         a) Walnut Lodge

           b) Orchard House
           c) Hill View Stables

Action: The clerk to contact the MHDC Enforcement Officers and chase for responses on the three enforcements actions raised.
165/12
Highway Matters

a)  Report & Works for the Lengthsman:  Cllr Taverner advised that the Lengthsman: 


was now entering into his busy period;
the hedge on Cross Hands Corner in Hanley Castle previously reported had been cut back;
no further action was required at Winnington Gardens.
Members asked if the Lengthsman was able to strim/mow some of the verges within Hanley Swan, specifically an area between the school and Chapmans Orchard.

Action:  Cllr Taverner to look into the request 
     b)  Carriageway Surfacing:  The state of the road and verges near to Gilberts End Farm had been reported again to the Worcestershire Hub. A request for the original report that stated no action was required had been sought from Gerry Brienza.
Action:  The clerk to continue to monitor the repair request. 
c) Possible Speed Restrictions, Welland Road: Members noted that there had been no response to the request for additional signage or a 40mph restricted area on the Welland Road to warn of the impending 30mph restrictions.
       Action:  The clerk to continue to contact the Highways Department
166/12  
District & County Councillors Reports


a) District Cllrs Morgan & Perry:  The members were not present.

b)  County Cllr Tom Wells:  The member was not present.
167/12
Report of the:


a)
Parish Paths Warden:  Colin Rowley gave an overview of his previously circulated report; confirming the bridge by Hanley Castle Church had been repaired He encouraged all Councillors to view the website: gis.worcestershire.gov.uk/website/Countryside which showed that there were currently 26 reported problems within the parish, it is a website he has found extremely useful. He reported he had been trying to resolve the Tickeridge Bridge issue but Tracy Sutton believed it to be a drainage problem not a pathways problem. South Worcestershire Land Drainage would be contacted to request the culvert is cleared. Colin planned to walk most of the pathways within the parish and report on their condition over the coming months.
Action: The Clerk to contact WCC and South Worcestershire Land Drainage regarding Trickeridge Bridge.


b)  
Pond Wardens:  The report from Gigi Fields was read out and it was agreed to include an amount for black bin liners within the 2013-2014 budget. 

It was also noted Susan Hughes had written to Land Registry to register the land by the pond as it is not registered with the Village Green. 

Action: The Clerk to liaise with Susan Hughes and progress the registration. 
  

c)  Playing Field: No report received.
168/12
Environmental Matters

Cllr Adeney updated the members on a meeting held by the environment committee and outlined the proposals they were suggesting for improving the appearance of the verges. She explained that they had decided to break down the area into sections and would probably undertake the work required one section at a time. The Committee were now going to look into a more detailed estimate of costs for the proposals and the possibility of using the services of a local contractor within the parish. It was asked if the Lengthsman would be able to assist with any of the work and the schedule of work that is permitted to be undertaken by a lengthsman was given to the committee. The Clerk advised CCllr Wells was looking at securing funding towards the project and that she would contact DCllr Morgan to ask if previously promised funding for parish projects was still available.    
Action:  The Committee to produce an estimate of cost for each section of work. The Clerk to contact DCllr Morgan regarding possible funding towards the project. Cllr Taverner to determine if any of the work can be undertaken under the Lengthsman’s scheme.
169/12
Revised Standing Orders – Media Policy
The previously circulated versions of Parish Council media policies for consideration were discussed. Cllr Roberts proposed version a) be adopted by Hanley Castle Parish Council and Cllr Taverner seconded the proposal. All present were in favour and it was agreed that the media policy version a) would be included in the Standing Orders within SO 27a).
Action: The Clerk to update the Standing Orders to include the agreed media policy. 
170/12 
Finance:   
a) Payment of Accounts:  Members approved the payments of accounts as in the presented schedule (attached).  

b) Receipt of £0.72 interested was noted.

c) To consider if the Café Market’s allocation of £1000 for the Parish Council to assist with speed reduction was required. It was agreed to thank Joanna Bowles from the Café Market but to advise her to release the money allocated to the Parish Council as it was not presently required. It was agreed that the Parish Council would ask if the Café Market would consider providing funding for future Parish Council projects next year. 


   Action:  The clerk to advise Joanna Bowles 
171/12 Topics Raised by Councillors, Committees and Parishioners

a) SWDP Extraordinary Meeting: Cllr Adeney reported on the Extraordinary Meeting of MHDC held on 13th November. The meeting discussed the Council Policy Group’s (CPG) report on the SWDP. The CPG put forward possible changes to the SWDP which were well received by most. One of the proposals was a work live area at Blackmore Park which could include up to 100 houses. The meeting resulted in the SWDP not being signed off by MHDC and further consultation was agreed on the CPG alternative proposals. It was agreed that the CPG proposals would be included for discussion on the January Agenda.   
Action: The Clerk to contact John Raine for further information on the     Blackmore proposals.  
b) Purchase of the red telephone box in Hanley Swan: Cllr Roberts reported that the Parish Council were still pursuing the purchase of the Telephone Box in Hanley Swan from BT for the sum of £1. The Contract had been received but the issue of the electricity supply required further investigation. It was agreed that an article should be put in the February Parish Link asking for suggestions for its usage.
Action: The Clerk to contact BT and check on the electricity supply and to produce a suggested article for discussion at January’s meeting.  

172/12
Items for Future Agendas

a) SWDP and CPG Update
b) Budget and Precept approval

173/12
Date of Next Scheduled Meetings:
17th January 2013
The meeting closed at 8.50 pm 

          Signed   ………………………………   Date: 17th January 2013
                       


                               Chairman
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