
WARNDON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of a meeting held Monday 4th February 2013 at

Lyppard Grange Community Centre commencing at 7.30pm

Present: 

N. Fielden (Chairman), D. Long wef 7.45pm (V/ Chairman), R. Morris, S. Mackay,

V. Barrall, D. Merriman.

Also present: 

T. Pond (Estate Warden), G. Berkeley & E. Sweetman (Press). 

County Cllr A. Roberts.
Apologies: 

E. Holloway, M. Bayliss, D. Long (late arrival), Ward Cllrs L & S Hodgson.

Declarations of Interest / Councillor Dispensation requests: 

None.
	Item:
	Minute recorded:
	Action by:

	106.
	The Minutes of a meeting held 7th January 2013 were agreed and signed as a true record. Proposed S. Mackay, seconded D. Merriman. All agreed. No matters arising.

	

	107.
	Reports received:
Police – the Chairman has emailed Sgt Williams requesting meeting updates and a newsletter article. No further report received.

County Cllr A. Roberts had circulated a report prior to this meeting. Cllr Roberts also outlined options for raising Capital to pay for future projects i.e. the proposed new swimming pool *. 
Ward Cllrs L & S Hodgson had circulated a report prior to this meeting. 


	* Andy R to tell PC how the revenue was to be afforded and whether he had any idea of how much each swim would be subsidised by.



	108.
	Environmental reports:
T. Pond – VAS recorded 6778 in Dugdale Drive last month and has now moved to Hastings Drive.

The footpath by the allotments is to have gravel laid to level out the surface. The temporary post at Offerton Lane by the gate will be replaced with a metal one. Key to be issued. Footpath also to be looked again re drainage.

Enhancement work has started and an info. board erected.

Snow has delayed Lengthsman work but hours to be made up.

D. Merriman reported on estate enhancement works being carried out although snow has delayed the start. Work to be monitored and invoice to be arranged for March meeting. Outstanding work from last year also to be completed.

The Chairman had circulated an update re grass cutting negotiations with Worcester City. Two essential parts to the process – 2012 delivery and 2013 new arrangements. An invoice had been received by the Clerk for £7786.76 + vat but it was noted there had been a 20% drop in delivery in 2012 so a new invoice should be agreed along with proposal for delivery of work in 2013. 
Discussion took place re the calculations for a new invoice and it was proposed by R. Morris, seconded by D. Merriman that we pay £6500.00 + vat for 2012 work delivered. All agreed.

It was also noted that we need to monitor work done against agreed standards and to have a F/T 6 month post on adequate machinery. Friday is not the best day as a shorter working day for the biggest area!

Chair pointed out that the hours worked are now being costed out by Worcester City on a different basis due to rising costs and lower budgets and that we needed to factor this in to any calculations.

Three future options:

· Worcester City Council

· Tendering process

· Voluntary organisations

Also we could reduce weeks or hours worked to match our current budgets.

We should also find out what Worcester City’s current standard of service is so we know what to base enhanced works on.


	Chair / Clerk to resume negotiations with Worcester City re revised 2012 invoice proposed. Also to hold regular meetings with David Sutton to review progress once 2013 delivery agreed.
Further actions:

Updated methodology for 2013 required.

What is the standard service provided if no enhancement paid for by PC.

(Once both questions have been answered we can set the budget line - DL).

Agree the Friday working hours matter.

Update for next meeting required.

	109.
	Financial Matters:
A financial statement had been circulated by the Clerk.

Following discussions at the previous meeting it was proposed by R. Morris and seconded by V. Barrall that the precept be increased by 2.5% to £83,032.00 for 2013/14. All agreed.


	Clerk to formally notify Worcester City of precept decision.

	110.
	Planning & Rights of Way matters for consideration:

A Planning update had been circulated by D. Long.

SWDP – a joint Parish Councils / Worcester City meeting is to be attended by the Chair & V/ Chair on 6th February when further updates will be received.

The proposed plans for a new football ground at Perdiswell were noted but unclear currently as to what options are being considered. SWDP included a football ground so this may raise further questions.

Warndon Woods South still in the SWDP and we will be updated if anything new arises from the joint meeting.


	

	111.
	Leisure & Community Affairs:

Fete – no updates re arrangements but discussion took place re PC funding and what the impact would be if no funding was given to the event. It was agreed that if funded there should be a higher PC profile and a follow up meeting after the event would also be useful. 

It was proposed by S. Mackay and seconded by D. Merriman that the PC give LGCC £2000.00 funding towards the fete. All agreed (R. Morris abstained).


	VB & SM to arrange new PC notice board in LGCC once new PC name is agreed.

SM to notify LGCC re fete funding awarded. Clerk to arrange payment.

	112.
	Allotments update:

R. Morris had circulated an update prior to the meeting and the recommendations contained within were agreed by all.

Noted that legal transfer of land still outstanding.

Letters sent to all on the waiting list with most replying positively. It appears that we can satisfy nearly all the requirements re plot size and progress now needed to be made quickly to allow access for the planting season.

It was proposed by S. Mackay, seconded by D. Long and agreed by all that R. Morris should proceed with the project with delegated authority from the PC.


	R. Morris to proceed with the allotments project with delegated authority from the PC.

	113.
	Parish Council branding:

S. Mackay reported on a meeting held and name options considered. Noted need to create a sense of place and local identity.

The Chairman summarised again the legal options open to us for a new name.

It was proposed by R. Morris and seconded by D. Long that the Clerk should send out registration application for change to “Warndon Villages Council” or failing that “Warndon Villages Community Council” and that a report to be made back to the PC once a response had been received. All agreed.

New PC launch to be deferred until request for new name outcome known.


	Clerk to pursue new name options with relevant authorities.

	114.
	Annual Parish Meeting 17th April:

Meeting to be held at LGCC ACT 1&2 from 7.30pm.

Discussion took place re options for a guest speaker and the Clerk suggested a new format for the event of inviting local groups and societies to make presentations about what they do for the community. It was agreed that this option should be pursued by the Clerk and progress should be reported to the next meeting.

 
	Clerk to pursue invitations to local groups & societies as agreed.

	115.
	Reports from outside bodies:

School Governor – no report.

Lyppard Grange Management Board – currently working on budgets and refurbishment. The LGCC has also commissioned a Research Project which is looking at current needs following a change in demography in the last 12-15 years.

	

	116.
	Councillors reports & items for future agendas:

Joint PC / City Council meeting 6th February to be attended by Chair & V/ Chair. Suggested “response times” added to the agenda as part of our updates section as concern locally that times are being exceeded.

	

	117.
	Report of the Clerk:

CALC training re finance to be attended by S. Mackay & N. Fielden.

Accounts for payment:

• £523.92 Clerks salary 

• £136.35 HMRC payment

• £13.20 Postage stamps (Clerk)

• £63.39 Allotments admin expenses (R. Morris)

• £7786.76 +vat Worcester City Council enhanced grass cutting 

Monies received:

• £418.51 Worcs County Council Lengthsman    scheme

Accounts were approved for payment with the exception of £7786.00 + vat for Worcester City which is to be renegotiated.

	

	118.
	Urgent items at the discretion of the Chairman:

Newsletter – to be distributed by Easter so articles required by end Feb please.


	

	
	There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.20pm
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