
WARNDON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of a meeting of the PARISH COUNCIL held Monday 4th March 2013 
at Lyppard Grange Community Centre commencing at 7.30pm
Present:

N. Fielden (Chairman), D. Long (V/Chairman), R. Morris, V. Barrall, D. Merriman, 

E. Holloway, S. Mackay.

Also present:

County Councillor A. Roberts, Ward Councillor S. Hodgson, G. Berkley & E. Sweetman (Press), T. Pond (Estate Warden)
Apologies:

M. Bayliss, L. Hodgson.

Declarations Of Interest And Requests For Councillor Dispensations Received:

None received.
	Item:


	Minute Recorded:
	Action By:

	119.
	The Minutes of a meeting held 4th February 2013 were agreed and signed as a true record. Proposed S. Mackay, seconded V. Barrall. All agreed. (EH abstained)


	

	120.
	Reports received from:

Police – an emailed report had been circulated and concerns re “mini motos” were noted. 

The County Councillor & Ward Councillors report had been circulated. Plans also noted re permitted development on Shire Business Park and apologies received that the PC had not been consulted or notified. Concern was raised re the potential reduction in the parish precept next year and about assumptions being made about the economic condition of the Parish.

Cllr Roberts was also asked how much Worcester City would be subsidizing each swim in the new swimming pool proposed? Confirmed that options re the business case are to be looked at via Cllr S. Hodgson at the next committee meeting and this question to be raised. Concern re financial risk in current economic climate.


	T. Pond to ask Warwick Neale to secure fencing in the problem area.



	121.
	Environmental reports:
Worcester City reports had been circulated.

T. Pond reported that the VAS had been moved again – 17027 readings in a month on Hastings Drive recorded. Now in Plantation Drive again.

Fencing work to be done down Broomfield Gardens due to vandalism. Estate enhancement works are being supervised and almost complete. Request for work received in Barass Ave passed on by the Clerk.

The removal of grass by Wildlife Rangers at the Great Crested Newt pool was queried but understood to be approved.

Estate enhancement works – a report had been produced by D. Merriman detailing work completed and some still outstanding but being finished currently. Outstanding work from the previous year now also completed (tree work).

Query re Split Willow tree work needed.

Next Orchard meeting – 16th March. New residents have contacted us to become involved – good news!


	T. Pond to check with W. Neale re Split Willow tree work required.
Estate enhancement invoice to be chased by the Clerk for payment this financial year.

Clerk / Cllr Roberts to contact Tesco re litter problems. T. Pond to arrange litter pick. Also to request repairs to their lighting by LGCC steps.

D. Merriman to do article for newsletter re estate works.

	122.
	Financial matters:

Budget statement had been circulated.

Grass cutting 2013 - the Chair had circulated an update re grass cutting costs for 2013.  Still concern re delivery of work last year against 2011/12. If we sign off the invoice this year as proposed will it set a precedent for future years? How will work be policed? A specification is still needed now for what we want to pay against current budgets. Would still like to see Estate 2 invoice reduced by £1869 for this year or that amount off paid work by Worcester City next year. If current invoice paid we need to add a caveat that this is not agreeable to us and still needs to be discussed and agreed to avoid a future precedent being set. Proposed R. Morris, seconded E. Holloway that we pay the invoice with a caveat that we need to see a gesture of goodwill in 2013 work. Also statement of work to be agreed by us and Worcester City before this year’s work starts. Deadline date to be agreed. All agreed. Also need to raise the issue of response times due to concerns recently in communications with Worcester City.
Estate works 2 invoice not yet received so it was proposed by R. Morris, seconded by E. Holloway and agreed by all to give delegated authority to D. Merriman & V. Barrall to progress payment in this financial year via the Clerk once received after this meeting. 
LGCC capital grant request for £585.90 was agreed for payment.

Name boards request to Worcester City was still being investigated by the Clerk.

	Clerk to pay grass cutting invoice as agreed.

New meeting tba with Worcester City asap re the service level agreement for 2013. Chair, V/Chair, RM, Clerk & DM / VB to attend. 2010 agreement to be circ. In advance of meeting.
VB / DM / Clerk to progress estates 2 invoice as agreed.

	123.
	Planning & Rights of Way matters:

Planning report had been circulated.

Concern re Rookery Nook Cottage continues – suggested we write to the Planning Dept re enforcement action.

SWDP – no further update.


	DL / EH to draft a letter for the Clerk.

	124.
	Leisure & Community Affairs:

2013 Fete – Sunday 14th July - LGCC are happy to run the event again. More PC promotion agreed although if PC name is changing the signage etc will have to be agreed asap. Funding paid to LGCC as agreed at the previous meeting.

Noted importance of the PC profile being raised through the event and acknowledgement of sponsorship shown.
S. Mackay & V. Barrall happy to do a PC stall again and V. Barrall to arrange a competition but agreed that the PC would not be directly involved in the practical organisation of the event.

	Clerk to include fete info in the newsletter.

	125.
	Allotments update:

Update circulated by R. Morris and document amendments agreed by all. 

Site strimmed last week and to be sprayed soon and rotivated in April. Concern re use of T. Pond time to do some of the work.Plots now allocated, pegged and measured. Locks purchased for when the land transfer takes place although date still unconfirmed.

It was proposed by S. Mackay, seconded by D. Long and agreed by all that delegated authority should be given to R. Morris & D. Merriman to get the agreement and project completed by end March.

Kendrick Homes development s.106 funding for youth facility: 

Main query is if site developed as proposed would PC be required to take control and responsibility for it in the future? Consultation to take place as proposed before progressing further. W. Neale to progress following recent meeting. Possible future newsletter article?

Noted the need for options to be explored re funding streams in the future as PC may be asked to apply in order to meet criteria. 

C

Also noted concern re PC financial stability in the future re changes in precept and capping.


	

	126.
	Parish Council branding:

Clerk pursuing options as requested.


	Next agenda.

	127.
	Annual Parish Meeting:

Date – Weds 17th April at LGCC.

Positive response received so far for groups & societies to attend and speak to the room. 


	Clerk to place further posters in LGCC and shops area. Press to publicise also.

	128.
	Reports from Outside Bodies:

None received.


	

	129.
	Councillor Reports & Items for Future Agendas:

Chair – Joint PC meeting attended at St Peters by Chair & V/Chair.


	Chairman to email an update from the meeting.

	130.
	Report of the Clerk:

Update given re newsletter progress. Should be delivered the week before Easter.

It was proposed by R. Morris, seconded by D. Long and agreed by all that delegated authority be given to the Clerk to pay newsletter invoices before end March in line with the budget figures.

Accounts for payment agreed by all:
£523.92
Clerks salary 
£136.35
HMRC payment
£30.00

Worcs CALC training 
£3600.00
Worcester City Parish Warden contribution Oct – Mar ‘13
£585.90
LGCC Capital Grant funding

£9345.31        Worcester City grass cutting

£30.16            R. Morris allotment admin costs

	Clerk to request & pay newsletter invoices before end March.

	131.
	Urgent Items at the Discretion of the Chair:

None.
	

	
	There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.45pm
	


46

