
WARNDON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of a meeting of the PARISH COUNCIL held Monday 7th October 2013

At Lyppard Grange Community Centre commencing at 7.30pm

PRESENT:

Nick Fielden (Chairman), D. Long (V/Chairman), R. Morris, L. Morris, D. Merriman.

Also present:

The Right Worshipful the Mayor of Worcester Cllr Pat Agar & Consort, 

Ward Cllrs L & S Hodgson, Parish Warden T. Pond, Press representatives.

APOLOGIES:

M. Bayliss, V. Barrall, S. Mackay, County Cllr A. Roberts.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST & APPLICATIONS FOR COUNCILLOR DISPENSATONS:

None.

The Chairman welcomed The Right Worshipful the Mayor of Worcester Cllr Pat Agar & Consort to the meeting.

	ITEM:


	MINUTE RECORDED:
	ACTION BY:

	54.
	The minutes of a meeting held Monday 2nd September were agreed and signed as a true record. Proposed R. Morris, seconded D. Long. All agreed. There were no matters arising.

	

	55.
	Reports:
Police – no report received.

County Councillor – deferred to next meeting.

Ward Councillors – as circulated prior to the meeting. Noted re Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) event at County Hall on 23rd Oct. 


	L. Morris may attend the CIL event.

	56.
	Financial matters:

Financial statement agreed as circulated by the Clerk.

CALC fees – it was agreed that S. Mackay should respond on behalf of the PC to the CALC consultation. R. Morris recommended that the PC remain CALC members.

The Clerk confirmed that the 2012/13 audit had been successfully completed and that there were no outstanding matters. Thanks were given to the Clerk and R. Morris for their work on this.


	S. Mackay to respond to CALC fees consultation.

D. Long to do financial report for the newsletter by mid-November.

	57.
	Planning & Rights of Way matters:

L. Morris reported on current issues including the Enforcement Officer dealing with the advertising van at junction 6. Currently liaising with Highways.

CIL – the preliminary draft charging schedule is out for comment until 8th Nov. 

Newtown Rd development – draft comments had been circulated by email. Letter to go in the Chairman’s name. R. Morris outlined historic comments returned to Worcester City re the suggestion of an outline plan for development around the golf course area. The PC might want to consider what we would like to see in the long term for the area – liaison with Worcester City and ward Cllrs advised. 
Noted Lyppard Grange Primary School planning permission granted for the extension.


	L. Morris to bring the draft CIL response to the PC for approval before 8th Nov.

	58.
	Allotments update:

R. Morris had circulated an update by email. All documents now with the Clerk.

Concerns regarding recent break-ins but uncertain how to prevent it in the future.

It was agreed that rates for 2014 would be £50 & £25 for a full plot and half plot respectively. Proposed R. Morris, seconded D. Long. All agreed.

Still liaising with Worcester City re possible additional sites in the future but nothing definite decided. 

Next newsletter item to be done to ask residents about ideas re kick about area.


	R. Morris to do newsletter articles as agreed re allotments / kick about area.

	59.
	Environmental reports:

Worcester City reports circulated via the Clerk.

T. Pond liaising with residents re the tree in Corfe Ave – on-going matter to establish ownership before work can be done.

D. Merriman reported that the meeting with Warwick Neale has been deferred re grass cutting done and agreement re enhanced works to be done. Extra grass cut to be done all around the Villages this week.

VAS relocated to Hastings Drive. Last month at Dugdale Drive – stats 15012. Compiled stats to be given to the Clerk.

Noted T. Pond now also responsible for VAS on Ombersley Rd.


	T. Pond to progress work re tree in Corfe Ave.

T. Pond to give combined VAS stats to the Clerk.

D. Merriman to rearrange meeting with W. Neale.

	60.
	Leisure & Community Affairs:

Newsletter to be distributed before Christmas. Articles please to the Clerk by mid-November. Distribution to be done 1st week December.

	Clerk to compile and distribute newsletter as agreed.
L. Morris to prepare a new Cllr profile for the newsletter.

	61.
	External Reports:

School Governor – no report received.

Lyppard Grange Management Board – R. Morris reported re negotiations around Worcester City funding.


	

	62.
	Councillor reports & items for future agendas:
None.


	

	63.
	Report of the Clerk:

Approval of accounts for payment

£523.92   Clerks salary

£136.35   HMRC payment
£34.29
    BT phone & broadband

£6.99
    M. Alexander printer cartridge

£63.75
    Worcs CALC 

£16.00
    LGCC photocopying fees

£155.67   D. Merriman LGCC fete expenses £3600.00 Worcester City Parish Warden 

£120.00   Worcester City memorial bench 

£360.00   Grant Thornton external audit fee

Accounts agreed for payment by those present.

Income received:

£60.00     Allotment monies


	

	64.
	Urgent items at the discretion of the Chairman:

Financial Working Group meeting to be arranged to consider the half year budget status. 
Other matters discussed included a review of Parish matters and play areas.
The Chairman confirmed the situation regarding Howcroft Green play area which is to be grassed over. All 15 play areas are all ageing at the same time with very high maintenance and repair costs of approx. £70K each. The PC cannot fund these repairs or take them over in the future. The PC is however willing to be party to discussions in what to do with Worcester City & Ward Cllrs. This obviously isn’t a “happy” solution but is our realistic position.

Cllr S. Hodgson had sent letters to residents which was noted but there was some confusion re the PC consultation in line with Worcester City’s review and future plans. Some concern also that the PC was still not fully involved.

S106 money is still unallocated and the group meeting still not arranged by Worcester City although clear structure & decisions were needed. Agreed it is a separate discussion to that of play areas. Worcester City need to lead the group formation for both play areas and s106 money and make sure that the PC & Ward Cllrs are invited.

Concern was raised about the breakdown of costs for play areas not being available and that neither the £70K or demolition costs had been fully explained. The Mayor was asked to take this matter forward by way of a message to the City Council. Cllr S. Hodgson has already asked D. Sutton.
Cllr L. Hodgson confirmed figures around the capital budget and that Worcester City has £100K allocated to cover all sites.

It was agreed that once grassed over, Howcroft Green site needs to be properly maintained – but by who?? Could “no ball games” notices be erected? 

Matter to be brought to the joint PC / City Council meeting on 10th Oct. Noted Ward Cllrs involvement required re future discussions in this matter.

The Mayor queried if the PC had considered a neighbourhood plan to address these issues. R. Morris outlined the previous consultation with residents which had proved impossible to progress due to the transient nature of the parish.

The Chairman thanked everyone for their contributions to the meeting.


	Financial Working Group meeting to be arranged to consider the half year budget status – Chairman.



	
	There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.40pm


	



