
WARNDON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of a meeting of the PARISH COUNCIL held

Monday 4th November 2013 at Lyppard Grange Community Centre commencing at 7.30pm

PRESENT:

N. Fielden (Chairman), D. Long (V/Chairman), D. Merriman, V. Barrall, R. Morris, L. Morris

S. Mackay 

Also present: Ward Cllrs L & S Hodgson, County Cllr A. Roberts, T. Pond (Parish Warden)

P. Broome (Press)

APOLOGIES:

M. Bayliss

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST & APPLICATIONS FOR COUNCILLOR DISPENSATIONS:

None

	Item:
	Minute Recorded:
	Action By:



	65.
	The Minutes of a meeting held 7th October 2013 were agreed and signed as a true record. Proposed by D. Long, seconded by L. Morris. All agreed. No matters arising.


	

	66.
	Reports made:

Police – no report received.

County Councillor – report as circulated prior to the meeting. Thanks given to D. Merriman for help in environmental matters. PC comments noted re proposed dwellings to the rear of Aconbury Close. Thanks given to L. Morris for assistance in planning matters. The proposal to use the bridleway as an access road appears to be the main concern raised by residents. Noted that there has been a request for the PC to meet with residents to co-ordinate actions.

Ward Councillors – Nature reserve footpath has been tarmacked. Noted information re Council Tax charges. New administration at Worcester City is to launch the new corporate plan and concern has been raised re no PC consultation to date re Council Tax charges and the corporate plan.


	Clerk to circ Ward Cllrs report after this meeting.
Chair to write to D. Sharkey at Worcester City re consultation concerns.

	67.
	Financial matters:
The financial statement had been circulated by the Clerk.

S. Mackay updated that people wish to remain with CALC despite the 2.5% increase in subs for next year. This was further confirmed by those present. NALC subs to be confirmed.

D. Long reported for the Finance Working Grp that expenditure for the year looks good and will be less than anticipated due to there being only 3 newsletters printed. Estate Management 1 & 2 must be invoiced before end March 2014. Income is in line with forecast. Considerations have been made for 2014/15 and a model produced. Costs & grants increased by 2.5% for inflation. 

CALC / NALC – capped figure. £3K parish initiatives. Unknown increase for Worcester City for environmental works and a meeting to be arranged to discuss this asap. Assumed 2.5% for the budget. Risk provision / removal of the WCC precept grant would result in a 5% cut in the precept income – to be confirmed.

Approx current split in community / environmental / operational costs = 47 / 40 / 13% respectively.

Precept decision to be taken at the Dec PC meeting. £1.25 rise per household (to be confirmed) proposed currently.


	D.Long to send out budget figs by email for consideration. 

	68.
	Planning & Rights of Way matters:
L. Morris reported on planning matters currently out for consideration. A report had been circulated – see appendix A.

Current issues include:

The vehicle used for advertising currently parked on J6 of M5 – Enforcement currently liaising with Highways.

The SWDP – Planning Inspectorate has writren to authorities for further analysis by 8th Nov. (25000 – 32000 development range). PC advised to monitor closely as few areas in the parish are currently available for development and we are unable to forecast development accurately currently although it appears that any reduction is unlikely.

The Community Infrastructure Levy - a seminar had been attended re this being introduced by a change in legislation in 2010. Implementation due in 2014/15. A draft response to consultation had been prepared by L. Morris and circ’d by the Clerk. PC agreed the draft content and that the letter should be sent in the Chairman’s name.

	

	69.
	Allotments update:
R. Morris reported no substantial changes this month. A shed suffered in the recent wind and blew away!

No response yet from ST re water supply.

A few change in allotment holders – waiting list reduced to 7.

All running smoothly although we may need to break up some concrete under one allotment as hard to use otherwise.


	

	70.
	Environmental reports:

Env. Reports from Worcester City circ’d by the Clerk.

D. Merriman reported – Pressing Day held with 60 attendees and lots of apples! Some apples in the orchard now identified and the maintenance plan is working well. Future plans include hedge laying and tree pruning. Work days held on 3rd Sat of each month except December.

Grass cutting completed and hedge cutting started – looking tidy. Noticed the height of hedges means that they can only be cut across the top so far over as the equipment doesn’t reach so had to leave the rest.  Maybe it can be done on enhanced maintenance? Woodgreen Drive, Hastings Drive are the most affected but would need to check with residents of height were reduced.
D. Merriman had spoken to D. Sutton at Worcester City re enhanced grass cutting and there are no issues. All reported issues have been addressed and no public concerns raised. 

Article in Worcester News re Oak Disease in Warndon Woods – be aware as little info available.

Wildlfower planting – Worcester City not in a position to help out re procurement of plants or seed. Community exercise? 

The Chair had received a letter from R. Mullen at Worcester City suggesting 1/4ly meetings re operational matters i.e. play areas, litter bins.

T. Pond noted that there was lots of hedge work to do!

The VAS was discussed and Cllr Roberts agreed to speak to Highways re machine options.

VAS to be moved again after this meeting.

Concern raised by R. Morris re changing direction of the Parish Warden duties in recent years and suggested that the PC keep an eye on it in line with the original agreement made. Need also to be able to recognise the Parish warden van.

	D. Merriman to meet with W. Neale from Worcester City re enhancement works / trees etc. V. Barrall & D. Merriman to arrange a walk through to collate a list of works. Other contractors to be approached for comparable quotes.

Parish Warden funding – meeting to be arranged re future years – Chair to progress asap as a highly valued service.

D. Merriman / V. Barrall to contact County Ecology Unit re wildflower planting.

D. Merriman / V. Barrall to progress 1/4ly meetings with R. Mullen at Worcester City.

D. Merriman to produce a newsletter article re resident responsibilities if required.



	71.
	Leisure & Community Affairs:
S. Mackay reported re play areas and agreed tasks.

Noting forthcoming from Worcester City to assist the PC in defining the usage and state of the areas.

Newsletter articles to Clerk by 10th Nov please. Advertisements to be progressed for next edition.


	D. Merriman & V. Barrall to do an inventory of existing play areas for PC info. 
S. Mackay to do a newsletter article.

Cllrs L & S Hodgson also to assist with inventory.



	72.
	Reports from Outside Bodies:

School Governor – no report made.

Lyppard Grange Management Board – City Council lease expired mid Oct. Meetings taking place and R. Morris pursuing the matter.


	

	73.
	Councillor reports & items for future agendas:

Rookery Nook Cottage update required – next agenda.

Standing Orders may need slight amendment as identified by CALC. 

Financial Risk course by CALC – mid Nov – attendance to be confirmed.

	Clerk to check re Standing Order changes.
Clerk to arrange Cllr attendance at Financial Risk course.

	74.
	Report of the Clerk:
Accounts approved for payment:

· £523.92
Clerks salary

· £136.35
HMRC payment

· £35.10

BT phone & internet


	Clerk to pay accounts as approved.

	75.
	Urgent Items at the Discretion of the Chairman:

None


	

	
	There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.05pm


	


APPENDIX A

PLANNING REPORT FOR OCTOBER 2013

	APPLICATION NO
	ADDRESS
	DESCRIPTION
	PARISH COUNCIL RECOMMENDATION
	ADDITIONAL COMMENTS

	P13Q0396


	Land at Newtown Road
	Outline planning permission for up to 61 dwellings
	The Parish Council wish to object to this application on the following grounds;

The proposed development of this open greenfield site, would be out of character with and detrimental to the landscape character of the area contrary to the requirements of Policies NE4 and NE9 (City of Worcester Local Plan) which seek to protect the Green Network.
Development of this site will result in encroachment of a built form into that open space; there would be a consequent reduction in tranquillity of the area as a result of development and human activity; there would be a significant impact on residential amenity for residents in Aconbury Close and properties off Copsewood Avenue and The Heights; residential development would result in changes in visual amenity and resultant effects on natural habitats and loss of part of the Green Network; 

The proposal would result in the creation of a development of “up to 61” dwellings and domestic curtilages which would fail to maintain the openness, character and appearance of the Green Network and would be harmful to this semi-rural part of Warndon Parish. 

The Parish Council objects to use of the part section of the bridleway from Newtown Road to the site entrance as a proposed access road for the development. 

The development would result in an increased amount of traffic using the proposed access from Newtown Road along what is currently a bridleway.  The proposed access road is substandard and as such is detrimental to highway safety. 

Traffic movements resulting from this development would result in increased noise levels, cause significant and irreversible harm to the well being and residential amenity of existing residents living in Aconbury Close and properties off Copsewood Avenue and The Heights particularly during the construction process and post- construction phase by destroying the safe and quiet environment they currently enjoy.  

Trees are important for a number of reasons including nature conservation, their visual contribution to the landscape and their environmental value. Group G1 fulfils those criteria but their principal contribution is to act as a major landscape buffer. Therefore the loss of the trees within G1 together with the loss of other trees within the site (110 trees in total) is unacceptable and shows little regard to the biodiversity of the local area. Suggested replacement trees are not appropriate, and for this reason the Parish Council object to this element of the proposal.


	

	P13N0498
	13 Cherington Close, Blackpole
	Proposed single storey side and rear extension with single storey infill to front
	N/A No objection
	

	P13Q0497
	2 Peabody Avenue
	Proposed garage conversion to form study with roof link to house. 


	No  objection
	



